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ADVERTISEMENT. 



THIS Number of the Reports is larger than suc- 
ceeding Numbers are likely to be ; but it was thought 
that no time should be lost in endeavouring to excite 
the attention of the public to the beneficial effects of 
Friendly Societies and Charitable Loans; and that 
this object would be more effactually attained- by 
making the report and remarks upon these subjects 
(see Appendix, No, I. and VI.) a part of the first 
number, than by publishing them in a separate tract. 
Since the papers that compose this number had gone 
to press, we hare learned that a Society for promot- 
ing the Comforts of the Poor, — and also a Friendly 
, Society, have been established^ at Carriek-on-Suir. 
Of the intention of establishing these institutions, 
we had very early intelligence ; but the account of 
their actual formation arrived too late to enaWe us 
to lay it before the public* 



d by Google 



r^BI^^ ' •■ ' ^h- «~^ 



SOCIETY 

FOR PROMOTING 

THE COMFORTS OF IHE POOR. 



^resldentf 
HIS EXCELLENCY MARQUIS C0RNWALLI8. 

y ICE-PRESIDENTS, 

The Lord Chancellor Lord Bishop of Fernt 

Earl of Aitamont R4ght Hon. John Foster 

Lord Viscottin Keamare Right Hon. D. Latouche. 

COMMITTEE, 

Blany T. Balfour, Esq, Rev. Arthur McGwire 

Mr, John Barringtonr Ross Mahon» Esq. 

Mr. Samuel Bewle/ George Maquay, £sq< 

Rev. Richard Bourne Rev. Dr. Mooay 

Rt. Hon. Denis Brown Rev. Dr. O'Connor 

Dr. Bryanton Dr. Perceval 

Dr. Colles Geo. Renny, Esq. 

, John Creighton, Esq. Rev. Michael Sandys 

Morgan Crofton, Esq. Henry Stewart, Esq. 

Wm. Disney, Esq. Secretary Dr. Stokes; F. T. C. 
Rev.Dr. Elrington, F. T. C. Rev. Joseph Stopford,F.T.C. 
Rev. GcorgrGraydon Ponsonhy Tottenham, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Guinness Rt.Hon. Lord Tuliamore 

Ri. Hon. Sackvitle Hamilton Rev. Mr. Vicars 
Rt. Hon. Theo. Jones Rev. John Walker, F. T. C. 

Bishop of Killaloe Luke White, Esq. 

Bishop of Kilmore ^ Rev. Richard Wynne. 

HONORARY MEMBERS, 

Rev. Dean K-irwan William Mofton Pitt, Esq. 

Rt. Hon. T. Pelham Count Rumford. 

Register and Receiver of Subscri/ifitms^ 
Mr. Charles Mills, No. 6, Suffblk-Streetj 



d by Google 



The foUowmg Sub - Commiftees of Enquiry 
have been appointed:'^ 

I. For, inquiring into the State of the, Labouring 
Classes, whether manufacturers or others, in the city 
of Dublin. 

II. To inquire into the State of the Labouring 
Classes, and the state of Charitable Institutions in the 
country parts of Ireland, 

III. To inquire into the actual State' of Existing 
Charitable Institutions in the city of Dublin, and 
the neighbourhood thereof^ 

IV. To inquire into the actual State of EdvcaHon 
among the Poor, and the means of improving it 

V. Yo collect ftom the best sources, Regulations ' 
for insuring the Permanence of Friendly Societies^ 
particularly with respect to the ^»MMir«i<^ Relief, ot 
the amount of Annuities that can be afforded in pro* 
portion to the sums subscribed. 
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PRELIMINARY ADDRESS. 



JL O improve the morali and condition of the la- 
bouring classes of the community ; to encourage 
industry, temperance, cleanliness, and good order 
^mona^st them ; and to relieve their distresses with- 
oiit damping the ?pirit of -exertion, must appear 
\o everj' reflecting mind objects of manifest and 
iinqueslionable importance: — they not only affect 
the comforts "and well-being of the poor themselves, 
* but that of every order of society. The sugges- 
tions of self-interest concur with the precepts of re- 
ligion ajid the dictates of humanity, to enforce the 
necessity of attending* to this important subject :•— 
A deep conviction springing from the combined in- 
fluence of all these causes, a sense of the 'difficulties 
v/ith which the pursuit \s attended, and, above all, 
'fhe example held out by a similar institution in 
England, have given birth to that Society which now 
solicits the attention of the public. 

In Etrgland^ the concerns of the poor * have long 
been a subjc<5t of laborious investigation : -^ the 
causes of poverty hav^ been patiently explored ; the 
different modes of relief which have been resorted 
to, examined, and their effects upon the morals and 

* We beg to be understood (like die Editor of the English 
Reports) as ufing the word ** Poor" as a general and 
known term, and not as the subject of any odious or in- 
vidious distinction. There Hs no disgrace attached either to 
poverty or wcalih, whatever therq is (and we trust ever 
will be) to vice and idlcaess. 
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XlV VRfilfMIKARY ADDRESS. 

jidustry of the people canvassed; the character 
and disposition of the poor have been studied ; ex^ 
iit'mg fiuts and actual exftcr-ence have been the ground- 
work of all their cancliisions; and they have led to 
the formation of a Society (established in the year 
1796) ** /or bettering the Cmiition^ and enaeasing the Com" 
forts <f t/ie Poof.'* 

This institution proposes, " * to apply the prin- 
** ciplc of all modern improvements in natural phi- 
** losophy, agriculture, and medicine, in every thing 
*^ in which- the industry of man has extended the 
*^ narrow limits of human knowledge, viz. a search 
*' after facts ; an enquiry as to what use and experi* 
'* ence have given their sanction to ; as to what has 
*' really augmented the happiness and virtue of the 
** lower orders ;" to the concerns of the poor ; and 
thus to make the promotioo of their happiness and 
vii'tue a science. 

Having been the offspring of experience, it pro- 
poses to make experience the guide of all its fu* 
Jure op>erations ;—theory and speculation^ however 
plausible, arje excluded ; and to make the result of 
their ijiquiries as extensively useful as possible, 
plainness and brevity are indispensable requisites of 
.every paper which offers itself as a candidate for 
publication. 

Such .are the outlines of an institution^ whose ex- 
pimple «^e humbly propose to follow :*^The beneS- 
ciai influence of th^ir labours has be^en extensively 
felt thr/High every class of society in Great Britam.. 
Animated by their success, an4 instructed by their 
.experience, we are desirous to impart the same be- 
nefits to our native country, and, *' imitating their 
jjeal and diligence,'* — to search for and disseminate 
useful and practical konwledge with regard to the 
poor 5 to give imniediate circulation t,o every plan 

* PrclimitHirv Address «o first vioi. of Reports of the 
English Society fpr hectjeriDg the Condition of jche Vptff, 
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PftEtlMfVARY aDDKESS. XT 

that experience has proved ♦© be coiiducivc to the ' 
encrease of their domestic comforts ; to hold up suc- 
cessful industry in the lowest walk of life as an ex- 
ample of imiti^ion j and to promote the good habils, 
the industry, the welfare, and the happiness of tlie 
lower orders of the commumty. 

Let it not be supposed, that in thifs proposing 
the British society as our model, we are not aware 
of the discriminating circumstances of the poor of 
the two countries, or not sufficiently convinced of 
the necessity of attending to that difference. An 
inferior degree of civilization presents a- difficulty 
on one band j exemption from the cumbrous, and 
in many respects destructive system of Poor Laws^ 
€X>nstituteb an advantage on the other. The want 
of general employment in manufactures, t9 perhaps 
compensated by the encouragement which this very 
circumstance holds out to the pursuit 4>{ agricul- 
tural improvements, and the greater facility of pro- 
viding for the moral as well as physical wants of m. 
people, the mass of which consists of Field La« 
bourers. — ^The difference between the ordinary food 
of the poor of the labouring classes of the two 
countries is another striking circumstance of dis* 
crimination. 

In England, the poor are accustomed to a pnv. 
portion of animal food, with wheaten bread. — Po- 
tatoes are the principal food of the labouring peo- 
ple in three of our provinces. Experience has prov* 
ed them to be a wholesome diet. To attempt any 
fudden change* would, perhaps, be dangerous ; and 
we arc sensible t^iat any general increase of the 
comforts of a people, must be the growth of im- 
proved habits and augmented industrv. 

From a society, founded upon these principles^ 
pursuing its inquiries with prudence, caution, and 
industry, and supported bv the co-operation of the 
public, the most substantial benefits may be expe<9:ed 
to arise. We shall point put a few of the most ob- 
vious and immediate advantages to be expe<^d froo^ 
its publications. 

b2 
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XVI FRELIMIKA&Y At>»1lE9». 

The directing those First, They may serve to gfre' 
already engaged in a better direction to the efforts of 
char«ablepurfuits, individnals and societies engaged 
modes of rcirjr '^ P«rfuits of a charitable nature, 
and assist them in choosing their 
modes of relief, so as to combine a due attention 

* to the encouragement ^of industry, the preventfbn 
of distress, and the general improvement of the h»* 
bitsiof the people in every project for the relief of 
their necessities. It is an undoublcd fact, that the 
greatest variety of wretchedness is frequently to be 
found in districts where the funds destined tor cha- 
ritable purpofes arc most liberally supplied j and it 
is plain, that indolent and undistinguisbing liberality 
which habituates the mind to apply for periodical' 
aid, can only serve to multiply calamity, by remov* 
ing the necessity ind the disposition to forethought 
and exertion. 

Errors of this nature occqr daily,-^and must 
continue to disappoint the hope) and defeat ther 
good intentions of the weU-disposed, until the priit* 
ciples upon which relief should be administered bo- 
come generally understood, and the fuGcessful ex- 
ertions of enlightened and reflecting expericnccr 
ihall be held up to public view for general exsonplo 
and instruction. At present, the novice in benefi- 
cence must pass through a series of ignorant at-' 
tempts and multiplied failures, before he arrives at 
an acquaintance with his profession. The expe- 
rfence^ of such as have arrived at some maturity 
in . the practice dies along with them ; and er«iv 
while it continues to be exercised, does not com- 

X municate its directing light ,beyond the sphere o^ 
its immediate operation. — By cplleffing and pub*^ 
lishing the methods" that have been- successively re- 
sorted .to for the assistance and instruction of th^ 
Poc r, the errors which have hitherto retarded thc^ 
efforts of benevolence may be avoided, and the hu- 
mane and well-di?posed wilt leari^ so to direct their 
cfFerts, as to produce the greatest qtiiintity of prac* 
ileal benefit and advantage* 
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PHELIHINAKY ADDRESS. XVli 

Secondly. It is observed by The suggesting means 
an eminent Prelate (the Presi- of exercise in works 
dent of^ the English Society of benevolence to such 
for bettering the Condition of " **•« "°« »° employ 
the Poor) ^' That many bene- f^J^^^ "P^** '™" 
" volent minds suffer their ex- ^ ^ 
*^ cellent dispositions for doing good to remain tin« 
*' employed m the great service of Christian Chan* 
*' iy^ not for want of means or of objects, but for 
** want of knowing what gorod may be done withhi 
•* their own sphere, and how.*' 

In this refpe«5t, it is hoped that the reports of 
the Society will contain much useful instruction j 
and that every judicious mode of exercising bene- 
volence will be excited, assisted, or animated by 
the detail of some valuable example : *' They will 
** contain subjects ot successful experiment, me- 
*' thods of procedure, -and accounts of expence. 
** Individuals will only have to employ their discre- 
** tion in proportioning the mode and extent of 
** their operation to their means and circum* 
** stances.*" Something will be found adapted to 
every situation of life ; and the disposition to do 
goon, in e\ery circumstance of external fortune, will 
Snd the sphere of its exercise enlarged, and its 
operatipns dire£led. 

From these details some light, it is hoped, ^ may 
be derived to assist the benevolent in their endea- 
vours to prevent that distress which most deserves 
compassion,—'* That which arises from want of cm- 
*♦ ployment." The task is a difficult one ; but let 
not the friends of humanity be reluctant against de- 
scending to inquire into the wants and interests of 
the poor, and the various means by which, in the 
lowed walk of life, they may be enabled to work 
out their own livelihood. An attention to this 
subject, whether in proviSing instruction for the 



♦ Preliminary Address to ad voU of the Reports of thtf 
£i\gli>h vocicty., , 

» 3 
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ignorant, or implemenfs and maierials of work for 
the skilful, or, finally^ a market fot th* sale of tb^ 
produce pf (heir labour, for those who are \n U^ant 
of that advantage, is at all times necessary, but in 
time of war is peculiarly so, by the multitude of 
widows and deserted families, who being deprived 
of their usual source of support and maintenance, 
must look to the humanity of the public for j^o- 
tection. In the course of these inquiries, the mcan^ 
ef providing employment, particularly for females, 
will therefore form an important objeft of research 
and exertion. 

Instruction of the poor If will be a governing princi- 
themselves, tending plc in#all the publications of the 
to produce efforts for Society, to study such plainness, 
their own relief, and simplicity, and brevity, as shall 
co-operation in plans ^ake them intelligible to every ^ 
suggested for their capacity. They may thus be- 
ad vantage. ^Qj^g ^j^g instruments 6f con- 
yeying much useful instruction immediately to the 
poor themfelves, impress upon their minds a 
sense of the value of oeconomy, and teach thertl 
the methods of practising it to their advantage 
and comfort. They will exhibit to their - vie«r 
the efforts that have been made by the labour* 
' ing classes of another kingdom, and in fome in;* 
Stances of Uiis, for their own relief, by the esta- 
blishment of friendly societies f , and teach them to 

f " These societies do not mve their origin to paHki* 
mentary interference, nor to private be»evoleuce ; nor even 
to the recommendations of men of acknowlicdged abilities 
or professed politicians. The scheme originated among the 
persons oa whom chiefly it was intended to operate. They 
foresaw hpwpossiblc, and even probaWc it was, that thcy^ 
in their turn, fhould be ere long overtaken by the general 
calamity of the thties, and wisely made provision for it. 
A stronger proof could not well be given, to show that the 
great mass of the peopk, promoted only by what they 
themselves saw and felt, wctfe tonvincecl of thfe inefR^acy 
of ail kgisladve regulations, and therefofc reeQived ia m 
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feel the superior excellence and security of that 
{>rovisian against the seasons of sickness and cala« 
mity which flows from the exertions of their ow» 
industry and oeconomy. It will teach them how 
precarious that support is which depends solely 
upon the benefactions of others, unaided by any 
efforts of their own ; and that no assistance can be 
of anv real value to them, that tempts them to de« 
part iirom industry or temperance. The poor will 
thus learn cheerfully to co-operate in those plans for 
the melioration of their condition, which may bef 
suggested by the more enlightened experience of' 
their friends and patrons among the rich. The difli^ 
culties which might arise from their opposition to 
schemes really calculated for their benefit, will be 
softened or removed; and all orders of society will 
learn, that mutual support and friendly intercourse 
are necessary to the general welfare. 

To effect any general improve- The necessity of 
tneni in the condition of the lower superintendence, 
classes, two things are indispensably on the part of 

• necessary — industry on the part of ^^^ '^'*^*^* 
the poor ; personal attention, solicitude, and superin* 
tendence on the part of the rich. We must study 
the situation, the temper, and, to a certain extent^ 
the prejudices of our poorer brethren ; we must 

. enter into their feelings, and place ourselves in theif 
situation } wc must encourage and invite them to an 
intercourse of decent familiarity and freedom. We 
are commanded to love our mi^hkurs (without disttnc- 
tion of poor or rich)-*/ ou f selves ; nor can charity be 
ever effectually exercised, except -ender the inHuetic^ 
of this sacred principle. The experience of cen- 

least one instance to legislate for tb«inselvts. Rejecno^ 
as it were, a provision gratuitously held out to them by the 
public, they clvofe to be indebted for relief^ if they iho\ild 
want it, to their own industry and their own frugality, I ^ 
cannot recollect any act of the legislature for many years 
that has eith'er produced such important national advantages, 
or been so popular as the institution and extension of FrieaiU 
\y Societies,*' Sir Fr. Eden's Preface, p, 44, 
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turies in Great Britain has tended to illustrate and 
control this truth ; and the Society for bettering the 
condition of the poor in that kingdom, are fiiUy im- 
pressed with a sense of its . value and importance. 
Having surveyed the unavailing efforts long prac* 
tbed in Engknd for cgm/ielHng the poor to labour 
in work-houses, and enfincing industty by statute^ they 
have broke from the ancient usage, and proposed to 
^tlain the same end by a very different method, vi%. 
Vtf ^ £ • hy manaeenient, by kindness, by 

£oi '*'''''■ multiplying the means and incite- 
ments to domestic industry, and thus, 
endeavouring to give effect to that * master-spring 
of human actions, '^ The desire implanted in the 
human breast of bettering its condition,*' — ^it shall 
be our endeavour, as it has been theirs, to suggest 
the means of giving this principle its full etfect 
among the lower classes of society ; and we earnestly 
solicit an attention to its importance, and the bene- 
ficial effects that may be expected to flow from a 
due attention to its cultivation. • 

These are a few of the most obvious and immedi- 
ate advantages that may be expected from such an 
institution. It would be impossible to enumerate 
the benefits' which must be produced^ if the' princi- 
ples on which it is founded are universally adopted 
m practice. The effects upon the manners, the 
habits, and comforts of the poor, upon the secu- 
f ity of the rich, the general face, of the kingdom, 
upon individual happiness and national prosperity, 
everything for which life is valuable, arc perfectly 
beyond catculation. - 

♦ Sec Preliminary Address to the ist and id vol. of the 
EogUih Reports,-. Passim. 

* . Tie 
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The following are the Subjects on which thet 
Society are more ifmnettiately desirous of coU 
. lecting and circulating Infomiation. 

1. Friendly 5flf/V//>j.— The principles on which they 
should be formed, sq as to ensure their permanence 
and stability, their effects, how they may be, best en- 
couraged, and any inconveniences that may in some 
instances have attended ihem, be guarded against in 
future. 

2. Benevolent Loams* — For assisting the industrious 
poor, and enabling them to improve their comforts 
by their own efforts *. 

3. Agricultural Societies, — For promoting a spirit of. 
improvement in this branch among all ranks, and. 
combining a system of rewards and incitements to, 
the meritorious exertions of the labouring classes, for 
ih^ bettering of their condition, and th^. increase of: 
their comforts. 

A valuable example of such an institution will be. 
found in the 1st number of our Reports :— Account of 
Castleknock Farmers Society. 

^, Village Sho/is. — For the better supplying the poor 
with the necessaries of life. 

5. Village Mills. 

6. FueL — How the poor may be better supplied 
with it, and taught to manage it with more oeconomy. 

7. Habitations (f the Poor. — How they may be im- 
proved. 

8. .GW/.— Means of reforming them, and introduc- 
ing the exercise of industry among the prisoners— 
which has been practised with so much "success, and 
been productive of so many beneficial effects in Eng- 
land. 

Q f County Infirmaries. — Present statfe of. 
' \ Local Dis/ie7tsari€s. — Means or improvement, 

♦ The consideration of the utility of Benevolent Loans hat 
Ueen refejrred'to the Sub-Committee of Friendly Societies, 
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JO. Public Kitchens and Swp Skofis. — In towns. 

!!• Education of the Poor, — Present state of, and 
the best means of improving it, with a view to pro- 
mote morality, industry, and civilization among^ the 
rising generation. 

12. EmJiUyment tf the Poor, — Means of providing \t 
for such as are disposed to be industrious, particularly 
females, though deprived by accidental and tempor- 
ary circumstances, of the usual means of exercising^ 
their industry arift skill. 

1 3. Beggars, — State of beggary in the kingdom, 
particularly the metropolis. The' causes of its pre- 
vailing to so great an extent, and the means of pre- 
venting it, and of removing or diminishing its effects. 

We shall be thankful for information upon all these 
-subjects; and we earnestly solicit and invite all per- 
sons who have devoted any portion of their time to 
the conduct, or superintendence df institutions fcr 
the relief of the poor, the edtication of their children, 
the encouragement of their industry, or the general 
improvement of their morals and condition, to com- 
municate to us the result of their experience, the 
plans which they have found most successful and 
productive of the greatest practical benefit. In order 
to promote these inquiries, the several sub-commit- 
tees (see p. 2, su/ifa) have been appointed to search 
for and collect information. We expect much from 
their diligence ; and trust we shall here meet with no 
disappointment. Wc are full of hoj^ and coiiiidencc 
that every man who engages in any active clepart- 
ment of this Society, will feel how sacred a trust he 
has undertaken, an^ that he will neither faint nor be 
weary till he has fulfilled his duty. 
' Sensible that iht -success of our labours must de- 
pend upon the approbatipn and support of the public, 
Ive are solicitous to remove the prejudices that may 
be entertained ajgainst any part of our scheme. We 
mean not to interfere with the conduct of individuals, 
or presumptuously to dictate plans for their adoption-; 
but we are not without hopes that, in the accounts 
from time to time a)llected and published, something 
V will be found to invite the ap{Mrobation| and attract 
f 
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the notice of everv reader ; neither do we mean to 
agitate any topic tnat can have a tendency to inflame 
or irritate ; so hr from it, our object is, ** to cement 
*^ the different classes of the community together, by 
-** promoting industry and good order, on the one 
*' nand, ancT giving efficacy and direction to liberality 
*^ and kindness, on the other;'' so as to impress the 
miuds of all with a conviction that the established 
order of society is the best calculated to produce ge- 
neral happiness, and " that the welfare of the poor 
** is more promoted and assured by the gradations of 
** wealth ancj rank, than it ever could have been by 
** perfect equality of condition, even if that equality 
•' were not in its natufe chimerical and impracticable; 
*' or if practicable, were not hostile and fatal to the 
*' industry and energy of mankind *.'* 

Impressed with these sentiments, we shall be cau- 
tious how we state the distresses of the poor in any 
instance, without, at the same, time, suggesting a re« 
medy ; and in the choice of that remedy,yijf// and ex* 
ferience shall be our guide. To eradicate misery and 
vice out of the present condition of human nature^ 
^ould l)e a visionary and chimerical project. To re- 
duce the tptoHtum of it, and increase the general 
stock of virtue and happhiess, is an object to which 
the efforts of all good men should be directed. 

We are aware that to produce any general change 
in the habits of a people, or any permanent im- 
provement in their condition, cannot t>e the work 
of a day ; perhaps the present generation can but 
lay the foundation of so glorious a change. In the 
pursuit of these objects, patience, temper, and 
perseverance will all be necessary ; difficulties must 
be surmounted, disappointments endured without 
discouragement, and resistance to the best concerted 
plans from obstinacy and inveterate attachment tp, 
old habits, must be subdued by mildness and concilia- 
tion. But we are sanguine in our expectatipbs of the 

• See Pretiminary Address to. the second volume of the 
Reports of ths BHtiih Scciciy for bettering th« Condition of 
the Poor^ 19, zp, ii* - 
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'good effects winch maybe prodvoed. Already Ha 
this Institution received some honourable marks of 
public approbation ; and we confide in the well-known 
generosity of the Irish character, that when the at- 
tentbn of our countrymen is roused lo this important 
subject, and the objects of the Society shall be fully 
vnderstx)od by the public, they will mcpt with uni- 

VS&SAL SUFPO&T. 
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No. I. 

j4n Accouni of the Rise and Progress of the . 
Cork Society^ for bettering the Condition and 
increasing the Comforts cf the Poor. 

Communicated by the Rer, Joseph Stopford, F. T. C. 

JL O take a view of the rife and progress of 
that Society which first in this kingdom followed 
the steps of that cstablilhcd^in England, for bet- 
tering the Condition of the Poor, will, it is 
hoped, have its use in stimulating others to form 
similar associations. 

The first design of creating such an institution, 
arofe jii the Superintending Committee of the Be- 
nevolent Society: a Society formed in Cork for 
the relief of the sick and indigent. At a meet- 
ing held for the purpose of devising means of in- 
creasing their funds, the very great number 
who, wanted assistance, and thp difl|culty of 
providing a sufficient supply, strongly impressed 
upon their minds the necessity of seeking for 
such measure* as tnight^r^z;^«/ in future that dis- 
tress which it was beyond their power to remedy. 
In the course of this research they were sooa 
led to the Reports of the London Society, and 
from thence gradually induced to adopt th^ 
principle most strongly enforced in those publi- 
cations, •* that the best relief which the poor 
*' can receive^ is that which comes from them-^ 
B 
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^* selves.** To communicate this design to the 
public, a meeting of the inhabitants of Cork was 
summoned for Feb. t2» 1799 : at this, resolutions 
were paMed for forming a Society for battering 
the Condition and increasing the Comforts of the 
Poor, and that its general object should be to col- 
lect and circulate information, attending chiefly 
to plans for oeconomizing charity. But this meet- 
in^ having been thinly attended, and a second 
called a week after, almost entirely unajtteaded, it . 
appeared to man^y that the scheme must of xieces- 
sity be abandoned. Jlowevcr^ a few ardent indi- 
viduals, determined supporters, of the measure, 
increasing i.a ;z,eal with Increase of difficulty, 
formed a determination to render the public ac- 
quainted with the design, .and Xhen majce another 
lattempt to obtain general support. Ati Address^ 
was consequentlv sent forth, stating the views 
and objects of tne proposed Society ; the happy 
pffect of which was, that the following meeting, 
called a month after, was respectably attended,. th<5 
constitution of the Society formed, and the fol- 
Jo wing resolutions agreed to .: — 

Cork, March 22, 1 799* 

RESOLUTIONS 

Of ihe Society for hetterlng the Condition and i«- 
creafng the Comforts of the Poor. 

J. Til AT a Society be formed in this City for 
bctteriog the Condition, and increasing the 
Com&yts of ;thjc Poor. 

2* That the general object of the Society be 
to collect informs^ion respecting the circum* 

* Vide Hiocks's AdJrcfi t« the Inhabitants of Cork. 
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Stances of the Poor in this city and neigh- 
bourhood, and the most efFectuai means of 
meliorating their condition ; and to commu- 
nicate this information to the public, ill 
order that any comforts and advantages which 
the Poor enjoy in other parts o^thc British 
empire, may oe extended to this part in as 
great a de rce as peculiar circumstances will 
admit. And as it has been found impossi* 
*" ble, notwithstanding the large sums bestoweJ, 
to relieve all the distress that occurs in this 
large city, it appears desirable that parti- 
cular attention should be paid to all plans 
of economy, so as to extend the 4)enefits of 
charitable institutions to as great a number at 
possible, 

3. Th at the Society ever keep in view the prin* 
eiple, •• that the best relief the Poor can re* 

. ** ceivc, is that which comes from themsehrcs ;•* 
and that tliemost effectual method of improving 
their condition is by the encouragement of 
industry and prudence* 

4. That the business of the Society shall be 
transacted by a Committee chosen annually. 

5. That this Committee be empowered to cor« 
respond with any other society having a similar 

. object in view ; to purchase any books which 
are calculated to give them information on 
the subject; and to print any plan which they 
think deserving of the public attention. 

6. That the Committee be also empowered 
to offer such rewards for good conduct, as the 
state ot ~the funds will admit, so as to awaken 

Bz 
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the attention of the Poor to what will promote 
their best interests. 

7. That the Committee consist of a President, 
five Vice-Presidents, and' twenty-eight Mem- 
bers, including the Treasurer and Secretary, 
to be chosen ar an annual meeting of the sub- 
scribers. 

8. That no plan shall be printed, or any pthef 
expence incurred, without the approbatiooof 
at least seven members of the Committee, 
assembled in a regular manner* 

9. That, the Committee meet ofl the first 
Wednesday of every month for the transaction 
of busii-^css. 

10. That I Sub-Committee, chosen by the Ge- 
neral Committee out of their own body, meet 
frequently for the purpose of examining re- 
ports, and preparing plans for the inipcction of 
the General Committee. 

it. That every Subscriber be entitled te attend 
the meetings of the Committeey and to give his 
opinion, but not* to have a vote on the decision 
of any question^ 

12. That every Member sxthsciiht Mf a guinea 
annually, to defray the expences of the So- 
ciety. 
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President^ 

HON. AND RIGHT R£V« 
THE LORD BISHOP OF CORK AND ROSS. 



Vtce-Presidents^ 

land. Rev. D< 
)ean Scrj. Ch 
St» Lawrence^ J* Anderson, Esq. 



Sir Samuel Rowland, Rev. Doctor Moylan, 
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COMMITTEE. 

William Beamish, Esq. William Jones, Esq. 

iacob Biggs, Esq. Sir Richard Kcllet, 

>an. CaUaghan, Esq. Richard Lane^ Esq. 

Doctor Callanan, w.,^ Abraham Lane, Esq. - 
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Christopher Cole, Esq. John Lecky, Esq. 
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Thomas Cuthbert, Esq, Rev. W. Thomp^n, 

Rev. T. D. Hincks, Thomas Walker, Esq. 
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The tenth resolution deserves particularly to 
be attended to by all who may wish to constitute 
useful associations. The appointment of a small 
sub-committee for transacting the regular business 
of a society, answers two purposes ; i. The increase 
cf responsibttity In each member^ 2. The discussion of 
business in the way of conv^rjation, instead of eiebate. 
And if such sub-«committee were appointed for a 
determined time *^ it would have this advantajje : 
that the limited duration of the responsibility 
attached to the office^ would be an encourage* 
ment to individuals to undertake the duty. 

Should any qther cities of Ireland imitate ^the 
example which Cork has set them, perhaps^ it 
would be prudent in the founders to make the 
public perfectly acquainted with their design 
Dcfore a general meeting be summoned. How- 
ever, that this error (if it be one) has been fallen 
into by the authors of the Cork Institufioriy 
must be considered as particularlr fortiinate, as il 
hirs given them an opportunity ot affording a very 
useful example of zeal unsubdued by difficQltY9 
and persevering against every appearance of ill 
success. . 

When the Society first commenced its opera- 
tions, a variety of objects presented themselves', 
all deserving their most animated application. 
But amidst this variety, they resolved to confine 
themselves to one object at a time, and that object 
to be the institution of friendly societies I this most 
essentially agreeing with the principle of their as- 
sociation,—- the endeavour of stimulating the poor 
to relieve themselves* When it is considered 
that the ardour of humane individuals is gene* 

• N: B. Such a regulation has been adopted by the Dub- 
Ym Society for promoting the comforts of the poor. Fldf loth 
Resolution. 
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rally mixed nvith a too rapid tad confused 
exertion, this patience and self-denial in the 
founders of the CorH Society cannot be too»much 
admired. 

To form a constitution of a friendly society, 
no labours were omitted from whence they might 
obtain information relative to the plan most 

Eerfect in itself, and, according to their opinion, 
est suited to the inhabitants of the city of 
Cork. When this was completed, the exertions 
of the. Society were employed in finding out 
active individuals of the middle order who might 
carry it into execution ; these being appointed, 
Cork was divided into four districts, m each 
of which a sub - committee of directors was 
placed, to carry on the business of the Friendly 
Society *. 

The next object which employed the labours 
of the Committee, was the puDlitation of re-< 
wards encouraging cleanliness, industry, and good 
conduct. t,^ 

The following is a statement of their scheme :--» d 

REWARDS. 

T^e General Cgmmietee of ^he $Mety for hettering 

the Condition of the Poor, have agreed to th$ 

following Refolutions r * 

1. That they will give the sum of Ten Guineas 
to seven men • servants, residing within the li- 
berties of the city of Cork, who shall have re- ^ 
ceived wages during the greatest number of^ 
years (not less than five) in the same service^ 
and shall produce satisfactory certificates froni 

* Fide a Traft, entitled <• Regulations ^f the Cork 
« Frkndly Society." 
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their masters or mistresses of their continued 
good behaviour, xnzm ' 

To the best, - Three Guineas; , 

To the second, • Two Guineas ; 
. To each of the next five. One Guinea ; 

and also a certificate of his haying obtained snch 

leward to each of the successful csididates. 

* . * • 

2. That they will give the sum of Ten Guineas 
to seven female -servants Tcsiding ivithin the 
liberties of the city of Cork, who shall have re- 
ceived wages during the greatest number of years 
(not less than five) in the same service, and shall 
produce satisfactory certificates from their masters 
or mistresses of their continued good behaviour, 
viz. ■ ■ , 

To the best, - T »ree Guineas ; - 

To the second, - Two Guineas ; 
k To each of the next fine. One Guinea ; 

Rnd also a certificate of her having obtained such 
reward to each of the successful candidates. 

- N. B. The Certificates of the Masters or AGs^ 
tresses to be given in to the Rev. T, D. Hincksy 
Secretary of the Society^ on or before the first day of 
December next ; and the Rewards to be adjudged 
at the first Meeting of the General Committee in 
January^ 180O. 

3. That they will give the sum of Twenty 
Guineas in rewards to such of the lovper orders 
of the people residing within the liberties *^of 
the city of Cork, as shall keep their persons 
and habitations in the best state of cleanliness 
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during the six months beginning the first of No* 
vember next, and ending the 30U> of April iSoo^ 

Tb the best, - Two Guiiteas ; 

To eacb of the four next, f ^'"Jf Y™." """^ 

I a Half ; 

To each of the twelve next, One GviiftA. 

No Jierson can le a candidate for any of these re* 
wards f who does not comply with the following 
conditions^ 

1. He or she shall be a subscriber to the Cork 
Friendly Society previous to the determination of 
the rewards^ if under fifty years of age *. 

2, The habitation of '^ each candidate shall b^ 
white«washed, both withinr and without, at least 
once within the appointed time. 

3» No dunghill shall be made or kept by anv 
candidate in the public street or road, nor shall 
water or dirt be thcown into it, 

4. The footpath of pavement before the Bousd 
of any candidate (if there be one) must be kept 
well swept. 

5. If any candidate has a pig, it must not b^ 
kept in the dwelling* house -f*. . 

N. B. Persons intending to become candidates 
for the above reward, must give in their names 

* It is submitted to consideration, whether it may not be 
pnident to omit the condition roquiring the candidate to enter 
into a Friendly Society, as the best tSkct% ham those in^i* 
tutions nui&t be expected, ^t^hen they are voloauhly catered 
into from a conviction of their utility. 
, t It is submitted to those who may design to imitate this 
scheme, to add the following conditions : •* That the roof hi 
*^ kept sound, ancT the floor raised above the level of the ad* 
•< joining ground." 
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and places of abode to the Rcy. Thomas D\ 
Hincks^ Secretary of the Society, at his room in 
the Meeting-house Yard, Princcs-strcct, between 
the hours of ten and twelve in the forenoony on 
ct before the first of November next, that they 
may be occasionally inspected IVy visitors ap- 
pointed for the pupose; and the rewards wilF 
be adjudged at the meeting of the General Com- 
mittee in May 1800. 

N. B. Not keeping a dog, will be considered 
as an addirtonal recommendation. 

(Signed by order of the Comtoiittee)' 

Thomas D. Hi ncks^ Secretary.^ 
Cipri, 5^/. 7th, 1 799^ 

The publication of such rewards is, pe«Kaps> 
the most (economical and effectual way of pro- 
^moting a general spirit of improvement amongst 
' the poor. A small fund is s«f&cient for the pur- 
pose, and the effect iproAMCtA permanently the cot'- 
tage crowned with a public reward, stands up a 
constant and eminent example to excite the 
imitation of the surrounding inhabitants, and 
to produce in them increasing habits of clean- 
liness, and a continual growth of improved man- 
ners. 

The foregoing history of the Cork Socictj^, for 
bettering the condition of the poor, shews it to 
be both a publishing and an a ff ing ont^ and so 
far different from the London Society, whose 
operations consist solely in collecting and pub- 
lishing iBformation« This confinement of plan 
perhaps is necessary to a Society which extends 
Its exertions from a metropolis over an entire 
kingdom; the labour of examining, collecting, 
and arranging a multiplicity of accounts, seems 
to be a sufficiently weighty objectto employ any 
one society. 
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No. IL 

^Account of the Castleknock Farmers Society^ 

Communicated by the Hev. iDootor O'Connor* 

^^N the a'rth November 1797, the first meet- 
ting of this Society was held at the Rev. Dr» 
0*Connor*8, the Right Honourable Thomas 
Pelham in the chair; at whidi a number of Reso* 
lutions were entered into, and of whidi die follow- 
ing are the principal :-^ 

That the objects of this Society be the im* 
firovement of agriculture, the ex^rouraging and 
jrewardinK faithful, industrious, and sober ser- 
vaat% labourers, aod others^ employed in the 
business of husbandry. 

That every landholder or inhabitaAt of the 
oinited parishes of Castleknock, Blanchardstown, 
and Porterstown, subscribing annually half a 
guinea or i4>wards, shall be a member of thi« 
Society. 

Tiiat a Txeasuror and Secretary be elected 
annually. 

That the premiums held out by the Sussex Agri«:f 
cultural Society be adopted as the basis of ours. 

On the 29th of January 1798, premiums were 
offered for the encouragement of agriculture 
and industry, to the amount of 6i/. i8j. ^d. 
Kot more than i62. 14^. 9^. of which has been 
granted, the disturbances of the following sum* 
mer prevenung claims from being sent ?n ; it 
was at the same time resolved, that the funds of 
this Society, or such part thereof as shall be 
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agreed on, be lent every year, interest free, on 
8uch security as should ne approved of, to such 
persons as should estaMish a village-shop or shops 
within the united parishes, furnished vrith such 
articles as are generally made use of by labourers, 
knanufacturers, and mechanics ; such shop or shops 
Co be juxkdtr tkf inspection and subject to the re« 
gulations of the Society. 

A committee was appointed to draw up rule$ 
for the internal regulation of the Society ; which 
were as follows : 

-. 1. That the meetings of the Society be held 
four times in the year, viz. on. the last Mondays 
of Junb, September, Deceniiber, and March ; and 
chat notice of said meetings be given to all mem- 
bers by the Secretary. 

• !• That a majority of the members present 
at any of the quarterly meetings, may adjourn 
taid meeting fi-om rime to time, and that a 
special meeting may be called oa the requisition 
t>f five naembers, the Secretary giving a peek's 
notice. 

3. That a Oiairman, chosen by the members 
present, do preside at and regulate the proceedings 
of the meeting* 

4. That all subscriptions be paid in to the 
Treasurer on or before the last Monday in De*- 
cember each year, and that all subscribers arc 
deemed perpetual nsembcrs ;• and the usual sub* 
scription is considered a debt to^ the Society un- 
til notice in writing be given to the Treasurer 
of an intention to withdraw it for the ensuing 
year. 

5. That the premium -year do commence 
this jear on the 1st of April, and hereafter on 
the 1st of March; and, that all claims for pre- 
miums requiting a year for their completion, be 
sent in on that day ; and all others at such times 
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as shall be agreed on at any quarterly meeting. 
All premiunas for the ensuing year to be an- 
nounced in hand-bills before the ist of March ia 
each year, 

6. Th^t no premium be given to any non* 
subscribing landholder worth y>l.Jier annum. 

7* That tenants to landholders worth iOO/« a 
year, obtain no premium unless they or their 
landlords be subscVibcrs to this Society. 

&• That no person .be allowed to obtain a 

premium for the same thing above once every 

three years. 

. 9, That a candidate being detected in any 

attempt to impose on the Society, shall not only 

forfeit his present claim, but be declared incapa^ 

ble of obtaining any premium in future from this 

Society. 

The meetings of the Society were interrupted 
for some months by the disturbances of the 
country ; but not discouraged by this, the Society 
resumed their meetings on the 26th of Novem* 
ber 1798; appointed a Committee to prepare 
a list of premiums for the present year, which 
they accordingly did to the amount of 57/. 2x. ^\d. 
(See list of premiums for 1799,) Ordered that 
the ploughingrmatch, which was interrupted last 
year, should be held on the 5th of July 1799; ^^ 
which day four ploughs with oxen, and six with 
horses appeared in. the field; judges were ap- 
pointed, and premiums given to the best plough- 
men to the amount of six guineas. 

Ordered^ that the Right Honourable Thomas 
Felham, at his owa request, be continued an 
honorary member. 

The number of mtmhzrs ahut forty. 
The subscriptions from half a guinea to tw# 
guineas. 

• V 
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Premiwns adjudged and paid by the Farmers So^ 
ciety, Castleknociyfor 1 798, 

N9. I and 2. PUughingi 

24^h June. To John Archbold, 
ploughman to Mr. M*FarIand, 256 

Three 'ploughs only with horses ap- 
|>cari.ng this day, the cth of July was • • 
appointed for a second trial ; on which 
day four ploughs with oxen, and siit 
with horses appeared, when premiums 
were adjudged and paid as follo\y8 : 

^ To Bryan Floody, ox-pioughman to 
Mr* Blackwood, - - 256 

To Ckristopbcr Kelly^ horse-plough- 
man to Mr. Troy, - * 256 

jy^» 3. Rearing Children. 

October 28th, To Patrick Magenis, • 
for having broujght up the greatest 
number df children (v/z* fifteen) in 
habits of industry, •• - i 14 if 

To Patrick Sharkey, for next greatest 
number, vi%. eight, - * 129 

To Thomas Kernan, for next greatest 
number, vi%^ seven, ' - - - 129 

To Connor Farreliy, for fourth 
greatest number, T/is;. two, « o 11 4^ 

N9. J. Labourers in Farmings ficr 

To John Beddy, for fourteen years 
service with Mr. Smythe, - i 14 ij 

To Andrew Mooney, for thirteen 
do. with Mr. Kirkpatrick, Coalmine, 129 

To Connor Farrelly, for eleven do. 
with do. - - - o II 4I 
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Nq. 214* Superannuated Labourers. £^. j. d. 

To Daniel O^Bricn and Patrick 
Lynch, i/. 2s. f)d. each, - 256^ 

To Thomas Carrol and Edward Ma- 
hon, ixi. 4|i/. eachy r -129 

^18 4 9 

The premiums which require a year for their 
completion from No. lO to No. 24, to be de* 
termined at the first meeting after the 1st of May 
1800. . 

The Society foreseeing a dear season, have 
opened a subscription to purchase proirisions and 
fuel, to be sold out to the poor s^t reduced 
prices. 

A premium to superannuated labourers, sug- 
gested by a paper of Dr. Dobbin's. Agricultural 
Magazine, No. !• p« 39* 

Premiums profiosed by the Farmers Soci^ly of the 
Union of Castleknock^ for the *year commencing 
the 1st of ' May 17^, ^nd ending the ^Oth of 
Jpril 1800. ' 

LABOURERS PREMIUMS. 

1. To the best ploughman witb 

eaten, • - - 2-56^ 

2. To do. with horses, - 256^ 
The qualifications necessary to ^in 

the above premiums, to be determined 
by a comtilittce appointed for that ' 
purpose. The ploughing-match to bo 
held in a field of Mr. Troy's at Por* 
terstown,onthe24thof June 1799. ^^ 
claimants for the ploughing- premiums^ 
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are requested to send in their names ^. s. ^, 
and the number of ploughs they intend 
to send, to the Secretary, three days 
before the trial. 

3. To the labourer who Ihall have 
brought up the greatest number of legi- 
timate children to the age of twelve 

years inhabits of industry, I 14 if 

4. To ditto, for the next greatest 
number, - - - 129 

5. To ditto, for the third greatest 
number, - - - 129 

6. To ditto, for the fourth greatest 
number, • - - O X 1 4J 

7. To the labourer in farming, who 
fhall have lived the greatest number of 
years (not less than five) in the same 
service, and behaved with honesty, so-^ 
briety, and industry, during that time ; 
and who shAl produce a satisfactory 
certificate from his master of such con- 
tinued good behaviour, - i 14 1^ 

8. To ditto,, for the next greatest 
number of years, ^ ' - 129 

9. To ditto, for the third greatest 
number, - - - o n 4I 

10. To'three labourers, who shall be 
returned by judges appointed for the pur- 
pose, as be^ng the most expert and handy ' 
jn the different works of husbandry, 
viz. ditching, draining, thatchings plash- 
ing hedges, occ. ploughing excepted, one 

' ' ^umea each, - - - 3 8 3 * 

*% N. B. The premiums for plough- 

^•* ing> ditching, draining, and fdr handy 
|> labourers, to be determined by a 
Committee appointed for that pur*. 
pose. 
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Th« foregcring ten premiums to be'^, i« d^ 
determined the list' Monday ill June 
1799. All claims for said premiamfr 
to be sent in to the -Sdcretary^ on ot 
before the aad of June 1799^ 

The foHowiog premiums require a 

^ear for their determination ; which year ' 
egins the ist of May 1709, and ends 
the 30th of April 1 8oo« All claims for 
said premtnms to be sent to the Secre- 
tary on or before the ist >ef May 1800^ 
and to be determined on the next meet- 
ing of the Society. 

11. To the wife or widow of » 
labourer who shall have done the 
greatest number of days work in hus- 
bandry within the year—- a preference to* 

the widow, - - - I * > 

12. To ditto, for the next greatest 
number, - - - o I x 4§ 

13. To six boys and six girls from 
twelve to sixteen years old, who shall 
appear to the Society, by certificates- 
from their employers, to have earned 
the. most money la country-bbsLnes^^ • 
within the year, half a guinea each^ 6 16 6 

14. To the same number of boys 
and gVrls under the age of twelve, and , 
under the same conditions, provided 
premitin^ eleven and thirteen do not 
exceed zd. ptt day ;, twelve and four- 
teen, 2^ - - - 6 16 6*^ 

15. To six labourers 'who shall ob- ' 
tain from their respective clergymen 

and employers^' certificates of thcf-' • 

being the most attentive to religiou 
duties, file most sober, honesty i^- 
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^ustrious, and in every respect the 

best conducted labourers within the £. s» th 

Union, - • - 383 

,i6. To six boys and six girls, who 
shall be returned from the schools 
of Castleknocky Blanckerstown, and 
Porterstown, as the most attentive to 
learifing, and best behaved children-of 
said schools ; the certificates to be 
signed by the masters, and countei;* 
signed by their respective, clergymen: 
these premiums to be given in books 
or clothes, - - - 383 

17. To three labourers, or widows 
of labourers, who shall be returned 
by, inspectors appointed for that pur* 
pose, as having kept their children, 
cabins, and gardens, in the neatest^ ^ 
best, and most decent order^ gentlemens 
lodges excepted, - •383 

i8. To the wife or widow of a la- 
bourer, who shall (with the assistance 
of her children under the age of sixteen) 
have spun the greatest quantity of 
linen yarn, and prepared the same for 
the loom, within the year, - 129 

19. To ditto, for the next greatest 
quantity, - - - o 16 3 

20. To ditto, for the third greatest 
quantity,^ - - . - o ll 4J 

21. To the wife *dr widow of a 
labourer, who shall (wJth the assist* 
ance of her children, under the age 
of sixteen) have spun - the greatest 
quantity of woollen yarn, and pre- 
pared the lamc for the loom, within 

the year, « * - I % ^ 
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a«. To the wife or widow of a la- £. s. d. 
bourer, for the next greatest quantity, o 11 4| 

23. To the wife or widow of a la- 
bourer, who* shall (with* the assist* 
ance of her children nnder the age 
of sixteen) have knit the- greatest num- 
ber of pairs of stockings within the 

year, - - -. 129 

N^ B. The quantity of yarn, and 
number of pairs of stockings to b« cer- 
tified (if required by the Society) upon 
oath. 

24. To superannuated labourers, who 
shall be recommended as having been 
sober, honest, and industrious, by their 
employers, - . • • 383 



MEDALS And premiums to OEHTtEMBK 
AND FARMBRS» 

1 St Class to consist of gentlemen of 
estates and |;entlemen - ntrmers ; ad. 
Farmers living by agriculture, and 
paying 50/. per annum rent, and up- 
wards ; 3d. Farmers living by agri- 
culture, and paying imder 50/. Jier ann. 
rent, 

I, To the farmers of the first and 
second classes, who shall keep their 
farms and offices in the neatest and 
most exact order^ a medal each* 
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2. To the farmer df the third class, £. 5» d£L 
for the same^ a medal, or - 129 

3. To the fanners of the first and 
second classes, who shall preserve their 
corn on the best constructed stands^ and - 
in the most effectual nHumer^ a medal 
each,, 

' 4i To the farmer of the third ckss^ 
for the samcy a medal^ or *■ f 2 5^ 

C. To the farmer who shall appear 
to have the most comfortable habitation 
for his labourers, a medal. 

6. To the farmer who shall raise the 
« £rst, second^ and third greatest quantity 

of potatoes, in proportion to the ground! 
occupied, in the best aiKl cheapest man^ 
ner, ar medaU 

7. To the farmers of the first and 
second classes, who shall make the 
greatest quantity of perches of ditches 
with white-thorn quicks and forest-trees, 
a medal ea^h. 

8. To the farmer of the third class^ 

for the same, a medal,, or - 12^ 

.9. To the farmers of the first and ■ ^^' 

second classes, who shall have made the 
greatest quantity of covered drains in the 
best and cheapest manner, a medal each» 

10. To the farmer of the third class 
for the same, a medal^ or «" ,12 9; 

J I. To the farihers of the first and 
second classes, who shall have collected 
'the' greatest quantity of good impost or 
compost^,, a medal each* 

12. To the farmer of the third class, 

for t?he same, a medal, or - 129 

1 3, To the owner of ^the best bull, 
four years old and* upwards, a medal; 
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X4, To the owner of the best ram, £. s. d. 
three years old and upwards, a medal. 

15. To the owner of the best draft- 
stallion, a medal. 

i5. To the person who shall havc^ 
produced the greatest quantity of honey 
within the year, a medal, or * 129 

The above premiums to gentlemen and farmers, 
belong, to the class which require a year for 
their determination, therefore the claims for 
them are to be sent in to the Secretary, on or 
before the 1st of May 1800, and to be deter- 
mined by the Committee for ploughing, ditching, 
draining, &c. 

• At a meeting of the Society on the 25th of 
March last, it was resolved, That no person who 
shall appear to the Society to have been engaged 
in the late outrages, or who shall be engaged in 
any future disturbances of the country, shall ever 
receive any of the premiums offered by this 
Society; and that this resolution be annexed to 
' our next list of premiums. 



Premiums given hy the Farmers Society of Castle* 
knock for the last"' year ^ ending the ist of April 

1799* . 

To Richard Mullally, having reared ^. s. d. 
five children to the age of twelve 
years, r - - i 2' 9 

To William Wilson, having lived 
with Dr. Connor twenty-six years, i 2^ 9 
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To Richard MulUIly, luviDg lived £m s. tt 
under the secretaries in thePboenix- 
park eighteen years, - • I .2 9 

To John Rafter, having lived with 
Elizabeth Maunsell fifteei^ years, •1x4! 

Half a guinea each, to Williams Wil- 
son, James Curlcy, Patrick Hcncry, 
Robert T^^Io'^y Thomas Packenham, 
and Matthew Morgan, as being in every 
respect the best conducted Ialx>urers in 
the Union, - • - 3*3 

To Sarah Murphy, having worked 
the greatest number of days in hus- 
bandry within the year, • 129 

To the undernamed six boys and six 
girls, as being the best conducted in the 
schools of CastlekoQck, Btancherstown, 
and Porterstown: James Scully, Mark 
ArdifF, Mary Henery, and Jane Geo- 
began, of Castleknock ; John Crbtner, 
John Duffy, Teresa Lynch, Margaret 
Cowan, of Blancherstown ; John Kane, 
Richard West, Sarah Roe, and Eliza- 
beth Brien of Porterstown, - 3^3 

To John Kernan, under twelve years 
of age, having worked 294 days with » 
" Mr. Wynne within the year, - o tl 4f 

To "Nancy Kernan, under sixteen 



years of aee^ having worked 299 days 
ith Mr. Wynne within th^ year. 
To Thomas Carpenter, under sixteen 



years of age, havi»g worked with Mr, 
kirkpatrick 27b days within the year, o 11 4| 

To Christopher Gamble, having kept 
his children, cabin, and garden, in the , . 
neatest and best order,. - - 129 

, To Elizabeth Byers, having spun the 
greatest quantity of yarn with the year, i 29 
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7a Elizabeth Comber, for the next £. s. J. 
greatest quantity, ^ - o 16 3 

To Sarah Webster, for the third 
^eatest quantity, - - o 11 4|. 

^16 14 9 

The disturbances of the last summer prevented 
more claims fixnn being sent in : the next year 
commences ot the ist of May 1799. The 
money not claimed this year, to be carried over 
to pay part of next year's premiums, 

OBSBUVATIOKS. 

There is ao calculating the beneficial effects 
^at might result from the general establishment 
of institutions similar to the Castleknock Farmers. < 
Society. It proceeds upon the true principle:— 
** That the most effectual way of promoting the 
** improvement of the condition of the labour^ 
** ing classes, is to set them to work at it them- 
" selves.'* It combines with this, principle a 
due attention to the improvement of their morals, 
and the education of their children ; and tends to* 
promote a friendly intercourse between the dif- 
ferent classes of society in the district, and to 
render the rich better acquainted with the wants 
^nd tlie merits of their poorer neighbours. The, 
principles on which tUs institution is founded, 
may be modified in a variety of shapes, and 
adapted to the particular circumstances of every 
district. The example so laudably set by the 
parish of Castleknock, has already been followed 
by a Society of genflemen and farmers in the 
parish of Navan, and in the county of Mcath. 
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No. m. 

Exiracts of two . Letters received from the 
Rev. Dr. Forsttr of Stradhally^ to Dr. 
Per^evaL with Observations by the latter, 

JLN the year 1785, two schemes were formed 
in this parish, one designed for the benefit of 
sick and infirm artists, as smiths, carpenters* 
masons, &c. Each member and subscriber paid 
an English shilling on admission, and ten-pence 
halfpenny thp first Monday in each month. An 
English shilling was likewise paid for an annual 
dinner in September of each year ; and on the 
death of any one of the poor members, an English 
rfiilling was paid by each member towards the 
support of the widow and family of the deceased, 
in case any of the poor members was sick, con- 
fined, and unable to work, he was paid weekly 
SIX shillings: if he continued invalid more than 
six weeks, his allow'ance was three shillings per 
week. 

The other sche.me was for the benefit of day- 
labourers ; the sajne rv»1cs,1chaTgesi and allowances 
when ill, asshole of the artists already mentioned, 
^ve that eleven pence was paid on the second 
Monday in each month by each member of the 
Labourers Society* It is to be observed that a 
common labourer, supposing him to work six 
days in each week, which is seldom the case, at 
cSght pence a day (the wages here) he could 
cam but four shillings a week ; yet when sick 
> or disabled, he was allowed six shillings, as his 
wife and family might be interrupted in their 
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occupations by attention to the invalici, and be- 
cause some medicines and more costly fare than 
usual might be necessary for his recovery. In a 
short time after these schemes were formed, a 
large number of the prilicipal people of this parish^ 
and not a few externs, became willingly honorary 
members^ to contribute to the funds for support- 
ing them: each scheme had upwards of one 
hundred and fifty subscribers and members. In 
consequence, the fund^ of each society quickly ena- 
bled their respective stewards to purchase a black 
velvfct pall, twelve linen scarfs, fourteen hat- 
bands, two clokes, caps and poles for conductors. 
!Each member was charged sixpence who did 
not attend the funeral : thirty shillings was al« 
lowed for a coffin and expences. The poor la- 
boorers and artists who were members, felt 
inexpressible satisfaction, knowing they would be 
buried, not like dogs without a coffin, but in a 
kind of state unknown to persons of their rank. 
^To secure the morals of the poor members of 
«ach scheme, the rules declared. That any person 
convicted by two or more* witnesses, before a 
council apppointed and sworn, of being drunk, of 
cursing and swearing, of being (roncerned in any 
riot, of using indecent or opprobrious language, 
of stealing and robbing, or of being guilty of any 
crimes forbidden by the laws in force here, such 
person so convicted was to be expelled, and to 
forfeit the benefits he would otherwise be entitled 
to.— A sworn treasurer, three stewards, a council 
of seven, and as many members as pleased, met 
at a house appointed for the purpose,, on the first 
or second Monday in each month, to audit the 
accounts, pay money, hear and determine causes, 
&c. Each member present to be allowed one 
quart of threepenny ale. Any member who did 
not within each month pay all aue from him, his 
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jiamc to be struck out of the books* A large 
chest was bought for the pall, &c. and a strong 
box with three different locks aod keys, and a 
key given to each of the three stewards ; all of 
^hom were required to be present at opening the 
box to pay and receive money. Two sworn 
members were obliged each day to visit the in- 
valids, and report Faithfully whether their sick- 
ness was real or {Pretended. 

No artist or labourer was admissible into the 
societies formed here for their benefit, unless 
under forty years of age, and of sound mind and 
body; and none were to be admitted without a 
month's previous notice, to inquire into their 
character and modes of life. 1 mentioned that 
an English shilling Was paid by each member 
towards the support of the family of a deceased 
member; and I recollect with pleasure several 
instances of the happy consequences of that rule, 
among which I reckon a poor labourer that 
worked with me c he died and left a widow and 
four boys ; she got, besides thirty shillings for 
cofiin» occ, seven pounds ten shillings English^ 
Out of that sum she apprenticed the ^o elder 
))pys, aged eleven and twelve, clothed and 
sjchoojed the other younger boys. 

I have from much experience been long since 
convinced that the most effectual method of im- 
proving the condition of the poor is by the en- 
couragement of industry, sobriety, and of course, 
prudence, &c. They greatly want the imple- 
ments and the means of industry ; as spinning.- 
wheels, knitting-needles, flax, cotton, wooL 
A pound of worsted delivered to different 
families, with a promise of three pence more for 
a pair of knit stockings than the shops give, has 
had often a good effect here : the same I may say 
pf cotton^ wool, and fiax^ a small additional 
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premium is a spur. The establishment of some 
manufacture sviited to each town, would be a. 
permanent support 1 a sure source of comforts to 
the poor. 

OBSERVATIOKS* 

It 18 much to be regretted, among the innu-' 
merable calamities entailed upon the kingdom bv 
the late rebellion, that those societies, wnich till 
then flourished* and were productive of the most 
beneficial effects, have been entirely broken up. 
We lately had to lament the destruction of two 
similar institutions at Wexford, originating from 
the same cause. 

It is obvious that the funds of societies esta- 
blished on principles similar to those of the 
Stradbally institutions must soon fail, unless re- 
cruited by large contributions from honorary 
* members. Yet such is the improvident disposi- 
tion of the peasantry of Ireland, that perhaps ic 
will be found necessary in most parts of the 
kingdom to induce them to subscribe, by the 
offer of terms more advantageous than the calcu- 
lation of their own contributions would justify *. 
The vallow^nce of six sjjillings a week to those 
who can earn but four, seems however too liberal ; 
nor is it probable that even die solemn obliga- 
tion entered into by the stewards would alford 
security against abuses. Experience has but too 
well evinced the inef&cacy of such obligations; 
and many will join in the opinion of the exccjlent 
Howard, that they ought to be dispensed with in 
similar qases of much higher importance. 

* This would be peculiarly necessary in parts of the kin^ 
dom where the price of labour is lower than at Stradbally. 
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No. IV. 

Account of the Sunday and Daily School on 
the North Strand^ hy a Lady. 

Communicated by Doctor Stokes. 

JL HIS school was instituted in 1786,. for boys 
and girls; the total number admitted to the 19th 
of August 1799, has been 2027. The average 
number on the rolls has been for some years 
past 250. 

INCOME. EXPENCES. 

/. J. </. V /. J. d. 

Subscriptions, 50 6 o Chaplain's salary, 34 & ^ 

Charity Sermon, 150 o Five Tcachcri do, 80 o 
Collections on Sun- Rent, • ao o 

days in chapel, 60 e Clothing, • 3600 

' ••.—.,»... Stationery, - 13 o 
»6o o Apprentice-feet and 
all incidental ex.- 
pences, including 
coals, repaii^, ad- 
vertiserocnta> &;c. 70 e 

»53 2 i 

For account of the profit on the girls work, 
and the uses to which it is applied, see page 36. 

It is an invariable rule, not to let the expences 
exceed the income, for the purpose of securing 
permanency to the institution. 

This school is more particularly intended for 
the benefit of the inhabitants of St. Mary's, St. 
Thomas's, and St, George's parishes ; but from 
jr« commencement in the year 17S6 to this day, 
there'is not a single instance of any proper object 
being refused admission ; and many at this time 
attend from a very considerable distance. The 
situation of the school is preferable to one more 
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central, as not only the health qF children is 
better, but they even receive instruction more 
effectually in purer air, as experienced teacbers^ 
have observed. 

For the former government of this charity, see 
Second Regulation, in a pamphlet intitlcd, <^ An 
*^ Account of the Institutions and Regulations 
** of the Sunday and Daily School, North 
** Strand,*' published in 1794, At present the go- 
vernment is regulated by annual subscribers and 
honorary members, who appoint officers and 
committees, and fill up vacancies* 

The principal officers of the Society at present 
are as follows : 

The Right Hon. John Beresford, Patran\ 

Lord Viscount Wicklow, President ; . 

Clotworthy Rowley, Esq, Vice-President i , 

(One vacant.). 

Rev. William Whiteside, Chaplain ; 

Sir Wil. Gleadowe 'Newcomen, Bart. Treas^ 

John Fowler, Esq. Sub -Treasurer; 

Mr. William Watson, jun. Secretary^ 

Admission for children i« obtained on the re- 
commendation of a subscriber in writing : in case 
there is cause to rcjeci such pccommendation, 
the reasons for such sefusal are assigned to the 
T^commender. 

Part of the employment in the female-school 
consists of knitting and needle-work. A lady of 
thfc'Society is appointed lo preside over that de* 
partment, to direct the kinds of work the children 
shall be employed in^ to turnishi materials for the 
same, and to take charge of it when executed. 
A committee' of finance is authorized to supply^ 
her with money toi;that purpose. 
• For the books kept to regulate the intcriop 
management of the school, see Appendix, No.. Y,. 
D2 
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TTie Books used in the School in educaiion^ art 

Alphabets and spelling-cards, ist Lessons (or 
children, Imperial Spelling-book, Dilworth's New 
Guide, Universal Spelling-book, Hannah Moorc^ 
Tracts, Instructive Stories for the Poor in gene- 
ral, the Sunday Scholar's Manual, the Servants 
Friend, the New Testament, Tracts published 
by the Society for promoting Christian Know- 
ledge, Sellon's Abridgment of the Scriptures, 
Lessons for Children from the Scripture, Church- 
Catechism, Fundamentals of Christianity, Dr. 
Mann's Explanation of the Churc^i-Catcchisro, 
Seeker's Lectures, The four last are put into 
the hands of Protestants only. 

These arc what are at present used* in the 
School ; but it is sometimes necessary to lock up 
some books and give out others, though the 
children may not have read them through, as the 
junior children are apt to get the stories by rote, 
from hearing their seniors read them. 

One of the masters is a Roman Catholic, and 
conducts the Roman Catholic children to chapel 
every Sunday. 

The catechisms used by those, are directed by 
aclergyman of their own persuasion. 

To procure the regular attendance of the chil- 
dren, it has been found necessary to hold out 
some advantage to them besides education. For 
this purpose, at the commencement of the school, 
bread was given : the mode of distribution was as 
follows : at nine o'clock the names of the children 
then present were marked on a slate, and at one 
o'clock each of those children was giveh one- 
eighth of a sixpenny loaf. But this was found 
inconvenient, for, ift, Of those children who 
lived at a distance from the school, it^was 6b' 
served, that the least distressed were those who 
came earliest, as they could more easily get their 
breakfast early, adly, That of those who lived 
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sear, many came in and were marked, and thea 
went home for their breakfast. sdJy, There 
vras an opportunity for purloining the Dread, as 
the distribution was variable. 

For the last five years it has been found best ta 
consider early attendance^ ak)ng with other parts 
of good conduct, deserving encouragement, and 
to reward it. by additional clothing. 

Perhaps at a country-school a breakfast to the 
first twenty would answer, as that would be an 
invariable expence. 

Of 250 children, which is the annual average 
number on the roll-books, sixty only are clothed 
by the charity. To prevent parents from sending 
tiieir children only with a view to get them- 
clothed, and then withdrawing them whea 
clothed, no child is clothed until it has been' 
some time at the school, and has made some pro* 
ficiency ; and before the delivery of the clothes 
the parent of the child is obliged to sign a note 
for oi. i^d. or us. ^\d. according to the size oi 
the child, which note the parent is compelled to 
discharge or return the clothes if the child ceases 
to attend, unless there is a cause assigned that i^ 
allowed by the governors to be sufficient. 

In one instance it was found necessary to sue ; 
and recovery was made. In a second, on a threat, 
. a cloke which was demanded was returned. This 
adherence to the rule was found very bcneficiaU 

As a further inducement to regular attendance^ 
and one which will operate on the parents, it was 
^determined in September of this year to give 
eight premiums, consisting of a barrel of coals 
each to the parents of the eight female children 
who shall attend the School most regularly 
from the 23d of September 1799 to the ist of 
February 1800, provided the children do not 
Otherwise forfeit them by miscojiduct. 



d by Google 



3^ ACCOUNT OP THE SUNDAY VnD 

The clothing given yearly to the children is as follows r 

Boys, A coat and trowscrs of livery cloth, and 
a grey linen shirt. 

Girls. A grey linen shift, with wh]t;e linen 
sleeves, a linsey-woolsey petticoat, an olive co- 
loured twilled cotton gown, a check apron. To 
the small children a lawn tippet; to the larger 
girls a coloured cotton shawl ; caps and ribbons 
. to the grown-up girls. 

The girls obtain additional articles of clothing 
cither as rewards for remarkably good behaviour, 
attendance on Saturdays to clean the school, or 
by the profit of their own work as soon as they 
arc able to do any out of school-hours : these 
cgnsist of shoes, stockings, hats, and second 
changes of the year's allowance. Sometimes their 
situation requires thfprice W their work to assist 
in their support. 

Ther6 ate also woollen clokes lent out to the 
most deserving girls; these are lent out in No- 
vember and takeii back in April or May (except 
one which is left with the girl who goes of mes- 
sages, occasioned by the taking in and returning 
of work) . The parent signs a note for the value 
of these clokes, under the same conditions of those 
signed for the other clothing. One set of clokes 
has served three winters, and will probably serve 
two more. When the clokes are taken back, the 
girl whose cloke is least injured by the winter's 
wear, gets a premium. , 

The twilled cotton was chosen for eowns after 
the following experiment was made : In the year 
1794, four govvns were made up for four childrea 
of the same size, and at the same time. One of 
green camblet, one of plain blue linsey-woolsey,, 
one of brown-and-White crape stuff, and one of 
olive coloured twilled cotton. Those gownft 
were very .acarly the saraeprke,. At the ex-^ 
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pj ration of three months from the time they were 
given, the three first were broken, and the cotton 
was not; but since that time this article has 
risen in price* about one-third ; and perhaps OA 
. that account another may be adopted. 

The gowns Avhen made up are Htted to each 
child that is to wear them. For the last three 
years care has been taken to have one of the 
mistresses who has sufficient skill in mantua- 
inaking, to instruct the girls to make up the gowns* 
The other articles of clothing are made up in 
five sizes, except the shirts, four sizes of theise 
being sufficient. For sizes of childrens clothing, 
see Appendix, No. V. 

It has been found to answer the distribution 
best, that rather more than one half of the cloth* 
ing made up for the. girls, should be of the third 
and fourth sizes, and also of the shirts ; one half 
of the boys clothing of the second and third sizes. 

The woollen clokes arc made of grey coating, 
one yard and three quarters wide, at 55. bJ. per 
yard, but the discount allowed for ready money, 
and one yard which it is customary to give when 
twenty ya^ds^are purchased at one time, reduce the 
cost of this article to5i. per vard. The clokes are 
made^up in different sizes, from one yard and a 
quarter to two yards in each ; the two yards size, 
with binding, strings, and thread, cost lO^. lorf. 
In this estimate no charge for making is included, 
as they are made by the children in the school. 

The same advantages arise in purchasing the 
livery cloth for the boys dotlies. The average 
quantity for the dresses of twenty boys istwenty- 
nve yards ; the smaller boys jackets have not 
skirts. This cloth is 6j. 9^. per yard. 

Fifteen yards of grey linen three-quarters 
wide, is sufficient.for lining the sleeves of twenty 
boys coats. The larger metal buttons arc bought 
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at 3^. per gross, the smaller at is, 6d, The 
making of each suit costs y» 3^« 

Every article used is purchased by wholesale : 
a great saving arises by so doing. 

Of the girls, about three-four^js of the number 
on the roil generally attend ; of the boys, a some- 
what greater proportion, as they arc not so often 
wanted at home. 

T/ie sorts of work In which the girls are einjdoyedy 
are as follow : 

ICnitting garters, stockings, and socks, makings 
np all the clothing distributed to the girls, the 
shirts for the boys, and plain work for hire. 

The difficulty of obtaining plain work has been 
spoken of* (See page 1 80 of the first vol. of Re- 
ports of the Society for bettering the Condition 
and increasing the Comforts of the Poor, publish- 
ed at London 1799). This does, not exist in this 
institution^ it being situated near a city, and there 
being a person responsible for the safe return of in 

As to the necessity of lowering the prices o€ 
work, see same publication^ page 18 1. In this 
institution the prices are the' same as are usually 
given to room-keepers for work of the same kind, 
Aat the under- rates might not injure the latter; 
besides, it being impossible to have &uch a supply^ 
of plain-work at all times as would exactly ena- 
ploy the number of children able to work, the 
present prices enable the institution occasionally 
to assist indigent room-keepers (without expence 
to the charity) by giving them the overplus ; and 
an advantage arises to the charity from giving 
out that overplus, by preventing disappointments 
to the employers, which might be^occasipned , 
by the irregularity of the attendance of the 
children, which is unavoidable in institutions 
where the children are not lodged. 
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Though the prices are not lowered^ the pre- 
sent pecuniary profit is not the object in the 
employment of those children. Habits of indus- 
try, neatness and regularity, are the first consi- 
<lcration. 

The garters and socks sell at a reasonable profit 
to shop-keepers to sell again^ and at the Reposi* 
tory in Gr^fton-strect, 

There is in general such a supply of materials 
for knitting stockings, sent in by laaies, to be paid 
for at the usual price of knitting (which is the 
fiame for knitting as the materials cost) that 
there arc seldom any stockings knitted for sale.'* 

If so many persons fend materials at the same 
time, that all cannot be knitted at the time when 
the owners wish to hare them finished, the map^ 
terials for the largest size are returned, as the 
children Icarii with more facility *by knitting 
small stockings than large ones. 

Knitting and plain work for hire are given out 
to tkose girls who are capable of doing them^ 
without the immediate superintendence of the 
iniftreiles, and have leifure to work during the 
intervals of the school-hours ; but this is en- 
tirely optional with the girls : when they do un- 
dertake it, they are paid the full price of their 
work, either in clothes, which are given them at 
the wholesale prices* or money, but the school- 
clothing is never given out to be made in the 
evenings, it being reserved as a means of teach- 
ing the children who cannot work sufficiently 
ivell for hire. 

The teacing them to make their own clothes is 
considered as a material part of their education ; 
for, when grown up, if they should have families, 
the knowledge of it may be a means of great sav- 
ing to them : if they should become servants, it 
diminishes the temptations to which those who 
cannot work are exposed. It is to be feared that 
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each arc tempted to pay for the mending their 
. clothes with articles entrusted to their care. 

No girl until (he has made a shirt is permitted 
to learn to write. It considerably promotes their 
industry to teach them, ist, knitting, adly, plain 
virork, and lastly, vrriting. As they almost without 
exception esteem those acquirements in the reverse 
order, no girl is allowed to write on any day on 
which she has not been in school at half past nine 
o'clock in sammer]| or ten o'clock in winter. 

The profit arising on all the work done in the 
school is applied to the support of the institution. 
*^The profit arising from the work is variable. 
This is easly accounted for, as in some years 
there is a much greater proportion of useful hands 
than in others. 

After deducing all expences which necessarily 
attend the work, such as threads, worsted, needles^ 
thimbles, scissars, and sinall premiums to the chiU 
<lfen for remarkable expedition ; in the least pro- 
fitable year the net^ofit has been toL lis. and 
in the rtioft profitable 25/. This profit is applied 
^o the purchase of hats, shawls, caps, ribands, 
woollen clokes, tapes and threads 'for making, up 
the schoOl-clpthing; to the purchase of articles 
<^<>asidered as school-clothing, when the sum 
granted for clothing happens to be deficient after 
the year's altowance is disposed of ; occasional 
-presents to.the mistresses^ for extraordinary dili- 
gence, and other incidental expences too trifling 
to go through the regular form of application to 
the treasurer. 

There is a necessary disbursement out of every 
iS/. received for; work, of 7/. or 8/. for thread, 
worsted, needles, &c. 

Five years ago' a guinea was given by the conv» 
mittee of finance to purchase materials for work 
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for the children ; sincl^ that time they were not 
called OQ ; and there is a balance remaining in 
liands of above 20/. arising from this profit. 1 his 

account is only closed up to the ist of January 

last. 

Girls and boys are taught arithmetic, but not 
until they have made a considerable progress in 
the other branches of their education. 

The boys in general make the greatest profici- 
ency in arithmetic. • 

Each piorning when the schools are opened, a 
sViort form of prayer, adapted to the occasion, is 
read by the resident master and mistress, and ano- 
ther before the sclu>ots are closed in the afternoon. 

Spinning has not hitherto been a branch ot 
education in this institution, on two accounts : 

iftj The building is not adapted to it, the boys 
Cocopyingthe ground^floor, lest they should injure 
the chs^piel whiob is dn the upper ; and spinning 
could not be conveniently taught on an upper 
floor, as the noise occasioned by the wheels would 
make it impracticable to give any instruflions re- 
lative to other business in tl^e same, or even in an 
adjoining room.. 

adly, \¥hen the particular situation of any of 
the girls requires a knowledge of spinning, the 
governors have procured them admission into 
son%e one of the spinning-schools in the city. 

It is however intended to try whether spinning 
can be conveniently taught in this school ; and 
preparations have been made for that purpose. 

To an objeftion made, that the children of this 
institution are not instructed in any particular 
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branch of manufadure by which they might be 
enabled hereafter to procure a support, 

It is answered, ist. That the receiving the 
principles of religion and morality, and the ele- 
ments of education, must afford adequate em- 
ployment to the infant mind, which is best 
adapted to such instruction ; aad that the age of 
J 4 years is sufficiently early to commence an ap<r 
prenticeshi]> in any branch of manufacture : and 
af entered in this school at the age of 7 or 8 
years, at the* age of 14 years they are prepared 
to go into the world witn ideas becoming chris- 
tians and useful members of society. 

adly. That from the situation of the institu- 
tion near a great city, the governors arc con- 
vinced that It must prove more advantageous to 
fit the children for apprenticeships in different 
trades and services; and that therefore a com- 
paratively general information must be more 
useful than a perfect knowledge of any particular 
branch <of manufaAure, from the exercise of 
which an iiicoaslderable mun^beir only would de* 
rive advantage. 



Without airjiigning any patt of the sdxemcjof thit excel- 
knt charity, arscheme regulated in somerespects i)y local cir- 
cumstances, it may be proper to observe that in general in sucli 
institations ,it may be advantageow ito teach ithe simple pro« 
cesses of spinning ^a^ or wool : both shoiuld be .considercnd as 
part of the don;jestLc eeconomy with which poor women 
fhould be acquainted, especially in the country. 

If great domestic savings arise from knowing how to 
ma)ie clothes from the web, do not similar advantages arise 
frotp knowing how to mfke tjhe t|;iread-of which the web is. 
made ? apd when women spin for sale, the.ir profits, though 
low, are less precarious and dependent than those from piaia 
work. 

It is a matter of more difficulty, but of greater imponaoce, 
to 6x on useful modes of teaching the boys at charity schools 
•prpdufliye industry. 
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It seems to be deserving of notice, that., during 
the time of the late rebellion, in the month of 
June 1798, an exact enquiry was made at the ha- 
bitations of the parents or the children at that 
time on ^the roll-books of this school, and it waf 
ascertained that of the parents of above 250 chil- 
dren, only one person was mifling, and on that 
account liable to a suspicion of being concerned 
ia the rebcllron* Possibly the eilucation here 
bestowed on the children may have had indi- 
rectly some influence in disposing their parents 
to a perseverance in sober industry, and attach* 
ing them to the higher orders of society. 



No. V, . 
^n Account of^h Derryhran Sunday-Schoo-I. 

Communicated by the Miss Olivers.^ 

JL HE Derryloran Sunday-school was insti- 
tuted by Lady LifFord and Mrs Stewart, in De- 
cember 1789. There are usually from 180 to 200 
scholars ; and since the commencement 693 have 
been admitted into the school ; the age of admis* 
sion from 7 years old and upwards. The chil- 
dren are not dismissed till they are of an age and 
sufficiently instructed to receive the sacrament. 

There are three masters and three mistresses,, 
who are each paid a shilling a Sunday for teach- 
ing 30 children ; besides which a few of the elder 
and most forv^ard scholars assist in teaching the 
younger ones, 

• This account and the following one were coTimunicatcd 
at the particular request of a member of the com^niKcc 
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The ladies who visit, each of them superintend 
tlie scholars'beloDging to one master or mistress^ 
instruct and catechize them in rotation, giving 
their chief attention to those who can read, ^ad 
•jily occasionally examining the others, in order 
to judge of their progress, of which they keep 
a written account. 

The children arc 'taught at the school-house 
from half past nine o'clock in the morning till 
half past eleven, and in the church from the 
time morning-service is over, till half past three 
in the afternoon. .They are instructed in read- 
ing, and the principles of the christian religion* 

Each teacher is furnished with a chequered 
class-paper, containing a list of their scholars, in 
vhich they mark down every Sunday the presence 
or absence of each cluld. 

The books used are, Child's ist book, Salis- 
bury Spelling-book, Psalter, Testament, W^tts*^ 
Hymn?, Sermons for Children, BrQken Cate- 
chism, Sunday-Scholars Manual, and ScUpn'§ 
Abridgement of the Scriptures!? It i« intended 
to substitute in the place of some of these, Mrs, 
Trimmer's Cbarity-school Spelling-book an4 
Abridgement of the Scriptures, with the addi* 
tion of her Teacher's Assistant and Scripture- 
Catechist, Her Abridgement of tiic Soriptures 
is preferred to Sellon's, because it is in scrUiture^ 
language ; his, though excellent for those wto arc 
already well acquainted with the Scriptures, is too 
abstracted and general for children; and for want 
of that minute detail of circumstances which is 
necessary to engage the attention and interest the 
feelings, his narratives make no impression on 
their minds. One of the visitors has lately found 
great adva^itage to the children from the ijseof 
Mrs.' Trimmer's ScripturcrHistory with Printu 
One set for each teacher would be but a trifling 
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expence, and th>; benefit must be very great : sen- 
sible Images impress the mind so much more 
strongly than any ideas conveyed by words. 

The Annual Exjience of the School. 
Salary to six teachers, at is. id. 

/rrSunday, - ^ i6 i8 O 

Books^ about • - 5^3 9 

I ^^ ^^ 9 

The above sum is raised bv yearly subscription. 

7 Mrs. Stewart and Mrs. Oliver being the prin- 
cipal subscribers, have the entire management of 
the school. 

Premiums of clothing to the most deserving 
children are given once a year : there is no regu- 
lar fund to provide for this expcnce^which is de- 
frayed by the profits of balls, and amounts to 
about 30/. yearly. 

The premiums arc of three degrees. Coats and 
gowns arc givcp to the best boys and girls^and 
articles of inferior value to others, in proportion 
to their merits. ITher^ is no public examination 
of the, children as to their learning ; but at the 
distribution of the premiums, the visitors give 
publicly ati account of the progress,, behaviour*, 
swid attendance of those they superintend, and 
recommend each, for the particular reward of 
which they think, them deserving. In forming 
their judgment,, the chief thing that inlluences 
. them is regular attendance ; the reason of which 
is, that as the children, from the difference of 
their situation, have very unequal means and' 
leisure for improvement during the week, some 
being at service and others having the advan- 
tage of a weekly school, their progress in learn- 
ing woulclbe a very unfair criterion of their real 
merit; whereas those who constantly and regu- 
larly attend the Sunday-sqhool, shew a desire ioi^ 
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improvement that certainly deserves encourage^ 
iDcnt. 
, Children of all religious persuasions arc indis- 
criminately admitted, have all the same books 
given to them, and receiv&exactly tbcsaai« reli* 
gious instruction ; but .no aiteoipt is made at 
conversion, and they are left at liberty to autend 
whatever place of worship their parents go to, 
provided they return to school in the afternoon. 

The success of the Derryloran Sunday-school 
may principally be ascribed to three things, viz. 
to the constant personal attendance of the ladies 
who superintend it, to the annual distribution of 
premiums, and to the particular care uniformly 
taken to avoid «11 religious distinctions; 

Manv excellent effects have resulted froai this 
establishment. The children* who at ilrstwere <)is* 
gusting, from dirt and rags, in a short time becaiBe 
decent jn their appearance, and orderly in their 
behaviour- The constant attendance of the la- 
dies who superintend the school, is beneficial in 
so many respects, that it is hardly possible to enuk 
merate them. They are more capable of instruct- 
ing the children, by conversing with and asking 
them questions, than the common mastf rs and 
xpistresses ; and advice^ praise, or censure,. comes 
with more weight from them, and ha^ a better 
effect : this familiar intercourse creates avecipriv- 
cal attachment between them and the children, 
jwhich even extends to the parents, who, as^far 
4is we can judge, have been in every instance 
fully sensible of and grateful for the benefits 
their children have derived ; and so far from en- 
couraging levelling principles, it encrcases res- 
pect, founded on gratitude atkl esteem. In some 
instances, personswho, be/ore the establishment 
of the Sunday-school, had scarcely ever been 
seen at church, became afterwards regular in )t 
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too^o'co at chnrcli nod at die sacraotent ; which 
ure cannot help attributijig to the iiy traction and 
b<>okf their children receif ed at the tcbook 
Othersi who could not read themi elves, have ex- 
pressed with the utmoat thankfulness, the delieha 
they experienced £rom their children being ablo 
to read the Bible to them on a Sunday^ or curing 
sickness* As far as our knowledge extends, WQ 
hav^' gveat reason to be satisfied with the subset 
quent conduct of the children educated at thia 
school ; in some instances particularly so. 

There is. no school of industry in the parish ; 
but the visitors to the Sunday-school, as an en^ 
couragement to little girls who are particuUrlyr 
diligent, often send theoi to a working-scbook 
during the week. Some of thpm have lately t%^ 
perienced great satisfiaction from the benefits 
fesulting from, the giving spinning-wheels ta 
children of seven or ei^ht years old, who before 
were idle for ^ant of one ; though perhaps ablet 
to spin only one doaen in a week, yet by a steady^ 
perseverance in spinning that quantity regularly, 
they have in the couHe ol- a few months clothed 
themselves from head to foot. A pound or two 
of flax given as a reward fof industry, has been 
found an excellent spur« 

OBSllliYATfONS. 

The account of this school presex^ts a striking 
example of the efficacy of personal superintend- 
ence, confirmed by the experience of ten yoart. 
I9 some instances, the difference of religious sects. 
in this kingdom, the indifference of pajrehts to the, 
instruction of their children, and a variety of. 
other circumstance^^ luye been represented as un*^ 
sunnountable impedilnents to the success of such 
aQ ^tablishment. Before the steady zeal and. 
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uoabating persevenmce of die ladies who have 
tuperintenaed Derryloran Sunday-school, aU 
these difficulties have been found to melt away ; 
and though there are several instances in which 
institutions of tife sanie kind have been attended 
with success in this kingdom, we have met with 
none more calculated to animate and encourage 
similar undertakings than the present* The 
•uperintendence of the rich is the grand principle 
of success in every undertaking for the relief or 
instruction of the poor : it convinces them that 
their interests are an object of affectionate con- 
cern with their wealthier neighbours, and excites 
them to co-operate in every scheme instituted for 
their advantage; it cannot fail to have a benefi- 
cial effect upon their manners, and to promote 
civilization amongst them ; and by making ^em 
feel inequality of rank and wealth as the imme- 
diate source of blessings and comforts, must 
furnish the best practical answer to all factious* 
declamation on the equality of mankind.. 



No. VL 

An Account of Cookstown CharitahTe 
• his4itution. 

Communicated' by the samci. " 

JL HE necessityof some efFectuaVprovision for 
the poor, had long been felt by the inhabitants of 
Cookstown; they were not only infested by 
fWarms of beggars from all parts of the country, 
but it was known that qpch misery existed 
throughout the parish, beyond what it was in the 
power of individuals to relieve;, and while many 
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an old inhabiuot, reduced by sickness or age, 
or burthcncd with a large family, soiFered ei* 
tremc distress, the charitable were often imposed 
upon by the fictitious i!a1e of an artful stranger. 
From an inquiry by the churchwardens, it ap- 
peared that between fifty and sixty families were 
in great poverty and distress, though very few of 
that number were of the description of common 
beggars, and not half of them were on thechurch-^ 
list; consequently they had no resource but ia 
the casual bounty of individuals* 

To remedy these inconveniences, to provide 
ttWef for the really-deserving poor, to exclude 
the idle and worthless, to relieve sickness, to 
prevent beggary, and encourage industry, a plan 
was proposed and has been adopted, the idea of 
which was suggested by the perusal of a pamph- 
let, entitled, " An Account of the Management 
« of the Poor at Hamburgh *.'' 

In May 1799^ the first quarter of an annual 
sabacription of 105/. was collected, and a meet-* 
ing called of the subscribers. Out of whom were 
chosen three directors, nine overseers, a physi-* 
cian, treasurer, and manager of flax. The poor 
of the parish was afterward^ divided amongst the 
overseers, allotting to each three a particular 
district. They were instructed to visit and make 
strict inquiry into the circumstances and cha* 
racter of every person applying for relief; to^ 
report their situation to the directors, together 
with their own opinion of the relief required.' 
To assist them in these inquiries, diey were pro- 
vided with a printed list of questions, the answer* 
to which they were to write upon the blanfc 
column of the page, 

• IVintcd at Dugdalc*s, and in 7th No. of the Reports o^ 
t^c Society for bettering tiic Condition of the Poor ia' 
Bagland. '^ 
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' The first Monday of every month was appoint- 
ed for the directors, &c. to meet, to inspect the 
accounts, and settle all regulations for the ensuing 
month. The situation of every poor person on 
the list is then attentively considered by the di- 
rectors, they consult with the overseers, who have 
been eye-witnesses of that situation, and, after 
comparing the possible earnings of the poor person 
with their necessary exjiencesy they proportion the 
t^lief ordered as nearly as possible to the exi- 
gencies of the pauper and the state of the fund. 

The physician gives hisattendancej^r«//j, every 
Saturday from 12 till 3 o'clock, to all the poor 
who come to him recommended by a director. 

The apothecaries furnish medicines at prime 
cost. 

In this institution the poor are assisted by medi- 
cine, by clothing and bedding, by weekly allow- 
ances, or other pecuniary rdief, such as payment 
of debts, or to enable them to lay in a stock of 
fuel, and by flax to all who are capable of spinning.* 

The regulations are all copied, as nearly as local 
circumstances would permit, from the Hamburgh 
pamphlet, and the maxims of that pamphlet are 
adopted in the institution. The following regu- 
lations are extracted as illustrating its spirit : 

** No person to receive relief from this insti- 
** tution who l^as not resided at least three years 
** in the parish, 

, *• No relief to be given except on the order of 
** a director. " 

** No director to give an order till the person 
*^ applying for relief has been visited by twoover- 
" seers, except in urgent cases of sickness 

*• The manager of flax*to purchase flax for the 
** poor, to give it out to them in certain propor- 
** tions, and to receive and pay them for the 
*' yarn when spun ; the yarn to be sold for the 
4^ benefit of the -institution. 
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<^ Every poor woman employed in spinnings to 
'* have a little book, in whkh is to be noted down 
** the quantity of yarn she is capable of spinning 
"in a week, and In which is to be entered by the 
^* manager of flax every Saturday, the quantity 
^^ she has actually spun the last week. 

** In all cases where there is any capability of 
** work, any other assistance to be given only on 
^ condition that the poor person earns all- they 
^* are capable of; and this rule on no account to 
^* be dispensed with, except a certificate of in- 
*• ability be produced from the physician. 

** A recommendation from the physician, to 
^ entitle to any extraordinary relief tnat he and 
** the directors may judge necessary t** 

Nov. 4, ^799* Since the commencement to this 
day, eighty -six persons have been admitted to the 
•different benefits of this institution ; fifty-three 
have received medical assistance ; seventy have^, 
been assisted by clothes, bedding, a^id weekly aU 
lowaaces; and' thirty-two have been employed 
in spinning, who ^Iso receive allowances, . &c« 
according to their necessities, of whom twenty^ 
five arc widows. 

General Ac£ount of Receips and Dishursements^ 
from-the \ uh of May to the ^th of Nov, 1799. 

Moiiey Deceived. Expended. 

7. /. d. L s. d. 

Half a year's sub* Weekly allowances, 37 12 oA 

scrtpticMiy . 51 16 7 Clothes & bt-dding, 35 7 it 
Benefactionc, 17 i 3 To buy turf» • 8 t» 7 

Profits of a lottery To pay debts, 3 5 5 

«f ladies work^ 14 15 9 Medicine^ - < 9 7 

A year's interest of Repair and pur- 

5ol.p6or'sfl)oney, 3 00 chase of wheels, s x xk 
Ad?ance«l by the To buy flax, - 1129 

treasurer, . 2 10 3>( Booka & printing, x 3 ik 

.90 3 loA 9» 3 \^h 
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No* i. 

Flax and Yarn Account. 

Money rtceived, and stock in Expenditore and profit. 
hand. /. j. d. 

/. s. d. ♦Paid at sundry 
1^97 hanks of yvm times for fiiixt 

sold at sundry forspinnt/igSig 

prkes, - 35 15 i^ banks of yam, - 

95 lb. of flax out and commission 

spinning at t4«/. /*. 1 10 1^ of ed. in the A 3 < lO 3 

i I hanks of yi^rn, Paid for silver, '^ 4 loi 

▼alutd at 3S. 6d. Balaace in favour 
pec spangle, o 14 4i of the institution 

on this account, - 2 4 7 



Clothes and Bedding distributed. 

2oUaakets« 

165 yards of flannely 
187 yarck of liilf i>> 
100 yards of drugget^ 
J frize coats« 



Of the benefits of an instittition,s6 liluch in iti 
infancy, one dare not, speak tob positively; b\it 
that it has made some progress towards the at- 
tainment of its object may be inferred f*fom tht 
fofcgofnff statement. It. certainly has aJreidy 
increased the comforts and diminitked tfafc misery 
cf a considerable number of itidividuals: a misery 
jpcarcely to be conceived by those who have not 
6een it 4^ That it has prevented beggary ia 

♦ Of the 35/. ic*- id, expenditure^ 15/. 5^, %d, was paid 
for spinning. 

•f^ Eten the ch^lrch^vardtfns had no idea of the suflerings of 
the poor till tliey went among them on this occasion. Many 
of them had no bed but a little straw upon the damp ground, 
and no covering but the rags they >vore by day ; and som 
jpoor women had iio( had a shift oa for two years. 
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many instances, there is every reason to believe ; 
for many poor widows whose work was insuffi- 
cient tp maiotttin their families of young chil* 
d^cn^ and who now by a small addition to their 
weekly earnings are enabled to subsist, would, 
without it, havo been in the end reduced to 
beggary, after suffering inconceivable distress and 
hardship *. 

To put a ^top to beggary where it has been 
habitually resortcd'to, seemed s<<difficult, that it 
was not included as one of the objects of the 
plan; yet even. this has been in some measure 
effected. In one or two instances, persons who 
before had followed no* trade but begging, 
now spin their two or three dozen a'.' wcek> 
according to their ability : and as the greater 
number of the subscribers to this plan no longer 
give alms to strange or common beggars, tlicy . 
no longer resort to the town. 

OBSERVATIONS* 

This is the first instance that we know of in 
which the principles of the Hamburgh plan have 
been acted upon in any private establishment in 
this kingdom. The advantages^f combining an 
attention to the encouragement of industry in 
every pian for the relief of the poor, are too 
obvious • to require additional comment: it is 
worthy of observation, however, that the sum of 
15/. 51. 34?. (see note on flax account) which 
composes p^rt of one of the items of apparent 

In some instances of persons afflicted with rheumatism « the 
physician could not prescribe' effectual remedies, they were 
80 much exposed to wet ^nd cold, from the wretched state 
of their clothes and habitations. 

* Some such instances having come to the knowledge of 
the persons who were chiefly instrumental in forming this in* 
^titutiouy wM^whac first cgnvinced them of its necessity. 

F • 
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expenditure in tbe account (No. 2.) is in truth 
BO much subscribed by the labour and industry 
of the poor towards their own relief, and has 
contributed more effectually to the improvement 
both of their habits and condition, than a much 
greater sum expended in gratuities. It should 
be remembered also, that the profits arising from 
labour are likely to increase considerably m the 
progress of the establishment, from the improve- 
ment that may be expected both ia the habits and 
skill of the persons employed* 



No. VIL 

j4n Ac^^imt ofKillaJoe Si^haoi and Dispensary. 

Communicated by the Lord fiishop of Killaloe. 

AN the year 1796 I proposed to the late Mr, 
Henry of StrafFon, who possessed a large property 
near Killaloe, to join me in establishing a school 
for the benefit of the poor on his estate, and in 
tiic town and neighbourhood of Killaloe. I ex* 
plained to him my wishes on the subject; and oa 
shewing him that I was no stranger to the manage- 
ment of such an institution, he immediately as- 
sented, oflSsring at the same. time with that 
liberality which always marked his conduc^ 
whatever sum I thought sufficient to carry my plan 
into execution. X mentioned one hun^dred pounds 
a year ; and he directly ordered payment of kis 
proportion. 

I ought perhaps to mention that, prior to this 
application, I had stated to him my wishes to in- 
stitute a dispensary : and as he had himself alfeady 
supported one, he knew tlie advantage of it to the 
poor, and immediately joined me iii its establish- 
ment. Having paid this tribute to the memory 
of a good man, Imay, I hope, be allowed to state 
that the ^ame .humane disposition has shewn itself 
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in hi9Son'5 Who wrote to mc on his father's death*, 
and with the warmth of youth and the feelings of 
a virtuous mind, desired also ta be allowed to 
contribute to the benefit of the poor ; concluding 
in words which I shall not forget,. " that their 
*^ relief was, in his opinion, not only thp 'princij^rJ 
** object of fortune, but the. highest gratification 
** to be derived from the possession of it." 

As it appe.ared to me more, advisable to huUd a 
school thaa to hire a house for the purpose, I 
immediately began building, and in a few montlrs 
finished^.one, containing on the. ground-floor one 
room of forty by sixteen, and another of twelve, by 
sixteen, with a room* over them fifty-two by six- 
teen; the cxpencc about two hundred pounds. To- 
wards this building, the Rev. Mr. Carter, then 
diocesan schoolmaster of Killaloe, desired that the 
armrs due to him by some of the clergy of th« 
diocese should be appropriated ; great part of 
which have been since recovered, to the amount 
of near forty pourids, and expended according to 
fcis wishes. Seating tliis may appear unneces- 
sary;^ but^ in my mind, few things have been more 
injurious to charitable institutions tba'n not ac- 
knowledging sums received, and shewing that 
they were expended in pursuance of the knowa 
intentions of the donor. 

JESTAJiLISHMENT. 

A schoolmaster and mistrcssy who aw allowed 
30 guineas a year and firing, which may amount 
to 8 or 10/. more. The master teaches readings 
writing, and accompts; the mistress reading, plain 
work, and knitting. At the coianiencement of the 
school, the introduction oC the woollen business 
was deemed expexiient; and a man and a woman 
were accordingly brought down from Dublin to 
teach carding .and spinning. These were sooa 
dismissed for ^heir improper conduct,, but not tilt 
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they had taught .many of the gtris, who are still 
employed in thetnanufacture, which is now con^ 
ducted by the schoolmaster and mistress. A quan<- 
tity of wool is given to him ; he weiglis it aut to 
the girls,' who card it and spin it, and arc paid by 
him the full value of their labour. Sonne of them 
knit it int6 stockings, for which they receive from 
him the usual price of the country. If the yam 
answers better for frize or blanketing, it is w^ove 
and then sold. The benefit of the institution is 
not totally confined to the children, as tnany 
poor women^ not able to purchase wool, receive 
it at. the school, return it spun, and get the-fuU 
price of the country tor their work; others knit 
stocking?, and are paid in the same manner. \ 

In the management of the school of industry, * 
interest is made the foundation. The master re* 
ccives one-fourth of the profits, the cfaildren^are 

' p^id according to their work, and the surplus of 
the profit is expended in clothing them*- The ad- 
vantage attending this plan has already beea 
proved,' as a profit of 2oA per cent, has been re* 
ceived since the first introduction of the manra« 
factiare, notwithstanding that much wasce had' 
been committed by those who bad the first con*- 
ducting of the business* 

The school- room is occasionally made use cf 
as an assembiy-room, and the profit arising from 
balls in it, laid out in purchasing clothes fof the 
most necessitous. This has already proved tic 
small advantage to the children, the last ball having 
produced sofiicient money to purchase twenty- 

' five great coats, and the same number of ciokcs, 
A material defect appearing in the institution 
from the time lost by children in g^tng to dinner, 
and often not returning to. school after it, deter*- 
mined me on providing them their dinner at the 
school-house ; for which purpose (a connderabk 
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saving on theNpnnual subscription having accrued) 
a sum of money has been expended in adding to ic 

two roomsy one of which is fitting up as a kitchen. 
So many experiments have already been made ia 
feeding the children^ as to give hopes that the an-^ 
nuai subscription of one hundred pounds a year 
will not only be sufficient for the education of alf 
those who attend the school* but also for furnish- 
ing them wholesome and comfortable dinners. 

^y feeding the children material advantages are 
gained, as they are thereby kept out of mischief 
for many hours, and from the socicry of theiff 
relations*— sometimes the worst they could be in* 
T\\e number attending necessarily varies, as 

' many of them at particular times are employed 
in country business, T^iere are at present on 
the roll 98, though seldom more than 70 attend ;: 
Qor are more expected, unless the advantage of 
having thenv. fed may induce their parents to 
forego their assistance at horne, and to send them-, 
to school naore regularly. The Protestants are 
about one-third of the number;, they are taught 
their catechism, and taken to church. The* 
Roman Catholics are also taught theirs. 

Plain work is principally considfcrcd, as few of 
the country women understand the use of the 
needle i— a fact which might sufficiently accounc 
for the rags in which they generally appear,, and' 
for the short time their clothes last, • 

When the kitchen is finished, I intend that. the. 
girls should be* so far instructed in cookery as to- 
ne able to make comfortable messes,, being con-^- 
fident that they may thus contrive to live at a 
cheaper rate than on their present food, thougbi 
consi'sting only of potatoes and salt, and some- 
times milk. 1 have also hopes that the warmth 
ofigdbd fee3ing may in son^e degree prevent the 
^&e of spirits^ and obviate the necessity, ^^hich- 

F3 
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the labouring man says he feels of taking some** 
thing " to keep the stomach warm." 

Account of the Dinners given to the Children at 
KilUihe School. 

Pinners for 48 children, each child getting a pint 
of soupy and half a pound of bread made of 
oatmeal and potatoes, } oatmeaU 
lb. oz. </, 

10 7 of houghs and shins, at 5^. 4^. a cwt« 6 
21 potatoes, at 2d. per stone, - 3 

salt, . - - - I 

7 potatoes added to the meat taken out 

of the digester, - * i 

onions and pepper, * - i| 

Price of soup^| a head. i2^4 

Bnad. 

4 parts potatoes^ one oatmeal, well ra4ire^, 
then iDakfed in alt iron pot, came to one 
farthing the half*pound, whicli, with die 
soup, fully satisfied the children; 

P%tt of the meat made into a stew with cfat 
^potatoes, &c, was put into each can. * 

Oatmbal 34/. a pottle. Potatoes zd^ a stone. 

In Dublin, where potatoes are dear, the quan- 
tity ought hot to be used in* the soup ; instead of 
them, barley-meal or oatmeal should be used ; in 
the stew, potatoes ought to be used. 

Soup made in digesters, boiled for at least ten 
houfs over a very slow fire; the bone weighed 
two pounds six ounces. 

JV. B. Slink-calf answers extremely well, so 
do sheeps trip^Sf 
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lb» oz. Killaloe prices, d. 

7 barley-meal, i 

7 oatmeal, i 

X of salt pork cut mto very small pieces, 4 

I 

i 
I 

i 



I of pepper, 
i| of salty 
7 ^ of po«»tccs 
7 scallions, 

4 turnips and 1 carrot. 



25 Sept. 1799, fed 26 childrea. g^ 



9 7 

lb. 02. 

1 4 eets, 

3| salt herrings, 

2 5 oatmeal, 
7 onions, 

i pepper, 
4 salt, 
21 potatoes. 



H 8 



44 childreiu 



lb. oz. 

"7 8 potatoes, 

10 oatmeal, 

4 onions, 

I salt and pepper. 



,1 



1 2 childreii. 



12 pints of waten 



8 7 

lb. 

3 tripes, 

28 potatoes, 

3 cabbages, 

a oatmeal, 

t scaUidni, salt and pepper, . 

Total 3a quarts. 



i 
3^ 



3 

4 
40diU<]ren. i 

3 

a 

»3 
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Potatoes bought by the Stone. L^u 

lb. lb. oz. oz. 

7 ofpotatocs, when washed, wt. 6 ii| aj 

when boiled, 64.^ 

when peeled, , S S^ ^^i' 

Loss on 71b. of potatoes, - i 4J 

Experiment^ Dublin, December 14th. 

lb. oz. dm 

10 7 half a head 9 

I of oatmeal^ , si 

salt and pepper for soup, tccm i 

4 potatoes, 2 . 

13 quarts of soup, and 8 shares of stew. 
The bone when taken out of the digesler weigh* 
edsJlb. 

. Killaloi Dispensary 

Opened in 1795, supported by an annual sub- 
scription of thirty pounds a year from Mr. Henry, 
and of the same ^um from me. 

The physician and apothecary attend tw:ice a 
week, and give advice and medicines to every poor 
person who brings a ticket from any gentleman of 
the neighbourhood. Medicines are always boaght 
cither from the Apothecacies Hall, or from, sooie 
eminent druggist in Dublin. The annual sub- 
scciption has answered, though the numbci at- 
tending on each dispensary -day has, since the be- 
f inning of the institution, amounted to near 
fty. The advantages attending such instituti- 
ons would come with more effect from the pen 
of the physician than from mine; but I may be 
aUowed; to remark that a slight hurt to a.lahou£^ 
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ing man^ Tias often, from neglect or inipropcr 
treatment, reduced him and his whole family lo 
beggary. Wm. Killaloe. 



No. VIII. 



Extract from an Accowit of a Society estah'- 
lijhed at New Ro/Sy wider the Defiomitia^ 
fion of ^^ The Friends of Education.*^ 

Communicated by William Nappcr, Efq. 

fJ^N the I2th of October 1798, a Society was 
formed at New Ross, under the denomination of 
The Friends of Education. They entered into the 
fdlowiagoriginal resolutions^ among others : 

ist« Thacwe do form ourselves into a Society*, 
to life called lie Friends $f Education^ 
* fed. That the general object of this Society i», 
1^ co*operate with existing institutions, and to 
promote new ones, for the purpose of communi- 
cating useful knowledge, but especially a scrip- 
tural knowledge of the Christian Religion CO 
the rising generation* 

3d. That the nu>re immediate object is, to 
establish and support a Charity-School, for the 
.benefit of this town and neighbourhood, upon 
the principles of the foregoing resolution. 

4th. That ^11 half-yearly Subscribers ^all be 
Members of this Society, provided that they 
-^all acknowledge the expedience of introducing 
persons of every description to an early acquaint- 
<anc^ with the Holy Scriptures. 

7th. That all members to whom it may be 
convenient to take arv active part in conducting 
4^e intended kchool, shall give in their names tt> 
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the Secretary of this Society, who shall enroll 
them in a book, to be called The Visitors Baoi; 
and that the members so enrolled shall thereby 
be constituted a growing committee of regular 
visitors. 

8th» That every regular visitor shall undertake 
to superintend the school, and instruct the scho- 
lars, or part of thdn^, some reasonable rime every 
' day for the spac^ of a. week, as often as it shall 
come to the tui^ of each individual, according 
to the order ot enrollment. 

nth. Thit one stated master (at least) shal! be 
constantly employed at the salary of tep guineas 
for the half year — to be paid monthly, - , 

36th. Tha<^the business of the weekly commit 
tee in their secondary cajiadty^ lYisM be to proeiare 
information of existing institutions having the 
same object in view (in the whole or in part) with 
this Society. The nature of their pkns, and the 
success they have experienced, to excite Uie spirit 
of this Society in places where its influence has 
not extended, and to revive it when, hinguishing 
or extinct. 

The most prominent characters of this Society 
.are the extent of its views and the condition of 
membership. It was the wish of the original meet- 
ing, not onlj to establish a local institution for 
communicating useful knowledge to the children 
of the poor, but also to do something towards na- 
tional improvement. Hithertoour public exertions 
have been limited, by the state of the funds, to the 
printing and dissemination of our resolutions. 

Another primary wish of our Society was to cx- 
cludedissentions concerning the mode of instruc- 
tion to be adopted : we therefore resolved tbat^to 
^* acknowledge the expedience of introducing per- 
•^sonsofeverydcscription to an early acquaintance 
** with the Holy Scriptures,** should be a condition 
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of membership. In conformity with this resola- 
tioiT, the business of every day in our schools is 
preceded by prayer and a portion of the Bible read 
\n continuation. The reading is frequently ac- 
companied by plain remarks of the visitors or 
teachers, together with qu6$tions, for the purpose 
of cicrpising the understanding and memory. 
The- eldfer . scholars, in general, give great at- 
tention, , and (wc trust) have been materially' 
edified. The New Testment is also read in les- 
sons, and an excellent abridgment of the Old in 
its own words. Miss Hannah Moorc*s Tracts,* 
Mrs. Barbayld's books for children, &c. consi-*' 
durably actderate improvement; the first class 
^ the boys have begun to read history. In their 
school it has been found very advantageous to 
make th^ more advanced scholars tutors to the 
beginners. An appointment to the office of tutoijf 
IS a reward of merit, and a small monthly stipend 
is allowed, by way of encouragement. This 
^tipe(id is- liable to the reduction of fines, imposed' 
by the weekly committee for neglect, miscon- 
duct, or any faults whatsoever. A regular ac- 
count is kept, and the amount of fines (if any) at 
the end of every month, is divided among the 
tno$t 'deserving. Great or repeated crimes mcur 
sxispcnsion from the ofiice of tutor, in addition 
to the forfeiture before Mentioned. At present 
this phn is inapplicable to the female-school, 
because the smallness of their temporary room 
obliges the more advanced girls to attend on 
difEerent days from the beginners. 

The boys arc allowed for phy, instead of 
Sai4its days, &c. the first Tuesday in every month, 
besides the customary allowance of two half-days 
"iveekly, and a summer and winter vacation.— 
Th« girls have abundant relaxation from their 
alternate mode of attendance. At every time of 
returning to school the roll is called, the name of 
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every person then absent is marked, and the cause 
of absence or tardiness is afterwards inquired. 

It appears from the annual report, that cnuck 
good may be done, in a very ihort time at mode- 
rate ex pence : and it is a fact, highly encouraging 
to th^ promoters of schopls, that wq. find few 
scholars, comparaxiv/ely, who require coercion i 
the eager assiduity of' many is unsatisfied with 
the appointed hours of business* 

We regret, we have so little fruits of industry 
to exhibit ( but we ai'.e as ^et shackled by the 
narrowness of our income^ aiul the want of suit* 
able ^gcommodatioil* 

. A number ofrespectable ladies of the.town and 
neighbourhood of New Ross, approving of the 
principles contained in, the resolutions of the 
Friends of Education, had a meeting on the 15th 
.^ April 1799^ and determined to establish a 
ftmalc-schooi, and for that purpose to subscribe 
to the funds of the New So^iety^ and to put both 
institutions. under one general direction. 

Their views extend not oplyto mental im- 
provement^ but also to instruct in the ^ more 
necessary branches of female industry, A com- 
mittee of ladies is appointed to meet weekly, 
for the purpose of general superintendence; and 
under their direction and controul, two visitors 
are to be appointed at each weekly meeting, for 
the more immediate stiperintendence of the 
schopl/or the ensuing week ; and the ladies pledge 
themselves by their resolutions to undertake this 
office hy rotation. The school was accordingly 
opened on the 27th of April. 

Its progress appears from the Report to have 
been considerable. Its pperations are at present 
confined by the inconvenience of the situation; 
but a house has been begun upon a large pia^ 
for the reception of both schools. 
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REPORT OF THE SCHOOLS, 

FOR S£PT£MB£R 1799* 
WEEKLY SCHOOL FOE. BOYS. 

Since the commencement 6f this institution on 
th^ 15th of October 17^, 120 boys have been 
admitted^ exclusive of the sons of soldiers, whon^ 
it has been agreed to receive without entry, be- 
cause of the uncertainty of their continuance. 
Of the above 120 one died^ 25 have.()een with- 
<lrawn, several of whom are the sons of refugees, 
y^ho have returned to the places of .their former 
residence; remain a£Uially attending, or expected 
to attend, 94, The average number of boys in 
school latterly hat been about 6o« 

Division of the abcve 94, according to theirt^ 
present Attainments : 

,CYPH£R£RS. 

Advanced 4 

2d rate . - 3 . 

3d rate - i i 

' Total 18 
Ten of the 3d rate could not cypher before 
adm|ssioiu The greater part of them have 
learried beyond the four fundamental rules. The 
1st and ^d rate are proportionally improved. 

WRITERS, 

* . A<ivance€} 4 r 

2d rate - 16 
3d rate - 16^ - 

Total 36 
Fourteen of the 3d rate could not write before 
admission; nearly all of them can now write 
words tolerably. Seven of the 2d rate could not 
write before admission: 1st rate, and remainder 
of the second, in general much improvcc). 
G 
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REAPERS. 

Advanced v 4 
2d rate - 15 
3d rate - 34 

, Total 53 
21 of the 3d rate could ndtf^ead before admission. 
Nearly all of them now reed with some degree 
of fluency and correctness, ist and 2d rate in ge* 
neral much improved. 

SPELLERS ONLY. 

Advanced 9 . 

2d rate •« 11 
3d rate - 6 

Total 26 . 
Five of the first rate, 3 of tbc 2d rate,; and 4 
lSf the 3d rate, could not spell before admission. 

QENERAL SUKfMARY. 

Cypherers - 18 

Writers notcypherng 18 

Readers not writing 17 

^Spellers only - 26 

JLearninS the alphabet 15 

.. Total 94 
A Sunday-school for boys has likewise been 
established since the ;i3d of December, 1798, At 
present 18 attend, from seven o'clock in tne morn- 
ing until half past nine. Seven of these are ap* 
^ri^ntic^s from the Ross Charter-School. 

WEEKLY FEMALE SCHOOL. 
On account of the absence of several benevo- 
lent apd active ladies, this school was not opened 
until the 27 th of April, 7799 ; and the temporary 
room in which it is now kept is so small^ as to 
make it necessary that half only of the schorlars 
atte,nd together.— Exclusive of soldiers daugh- 
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ters, 97 girls have been admitted i of these» 
eight only have been withdravrn.— The average 
number of girls in school latterly, has been about 
35 cvcrjr day aUc(patcly, 

Division of the Girlsj according to their present 
Attainment. 

READERS. 

Advanced i% 
2td rate * ig 
3d rate ^ 9 

Total * 40 
Seven of the 2d rate could not read before ad« 
mission} though two or three attempted. 
. Two only of the 3d rate could attempt tor 
read before admission* - 

SPELLERS ONLY. 

Advanced 3 

ad rate - 19 
3d rate - 19 

Total 40 
^ost of these knew nothing before admission. 

GENERAL SUMMARY^ 

^ Readers - - - 40 ' 

Spellers only • 40 

Learning the alphabet 9 

Total 89 
"Not more than six weeks caa be employed at 
present for a few hours every day : it is there- 
fore not to be wondered at that only 27lbs, of 
flax were spun previous to the i6th instant. A 
considerable number, however, of stockings have 
been knit, and a good deal of plain work done, 
&c. of which, as yet, no 'regular account has 
^een kept. For this, and other deficiencies, it is 
G z 
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hoped the infancy of th« institution and incon^ 
venience of situation will apologize. Teaching the 
girls to write and cypher^ is postponed till a house, 
which is begun upon a large plan, for the recep- 
tion of both schools, shall be finished. 
(By order of a general meeting) 

William Napper, Secretary. 



OBSERVATIONS. 



It appears froai the report of the state and ap- 
plication of the funds, up to the same period, that 
there is a small balance in hands, and that the 
whole expchce of the male school, in which 94 
boys have constantly received instruction, includ* 
Ing master^s salary, books, printing, and statiotw 
ery, has amounted only to the sumof 47/. is. 4\d. 
The accounts of the female school have not been 
yet closed. 

"To evince the correctness of this conclusion! it 
is necessary to add, th^t but three boys have been 
admitted on the terms of paj^ ing for instruction, 
the present school-roorii being barely sufficient 
for the accommodation of such as are proper ob- 
jefts for a school of a purely charitable nature. 
The superintendence of these schools has hither- 
to been carried on in full conformity to the spi- 
rit of the 8th resolution. At the fcnwle school 
particularly, the attendance pf the ladies has con- 
tinued with the most unremitting diligence. Ex- 
ertions such as these must ensure success : a libe* 
ral subscription for the education of the lower 
classes might in many places be productive of the 
most beneficial consequences to the present and 
future generations; but when it is combined with 
personal superintendence, when the wealthier in- 
habitants of a district consider the educa'tion of 
the children of the poor as their own concern, and 
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engage in it as a branch of domestic duty, propor- 
tiootnble effects must necessarily i^ollow. Among 
the, circumstances attending the establishment 
of these schools at New Ross, it is not the least 
remarkabhy *• that they were formed on the 12th 
*' of October 1708; about four months after 
" this town had oeen the scene of one of the 
^* most bloody engagements that occurred during 
** the late rebellion:** a circumstance that affords 
a striking example of a disposition to seize the 
first moment of returning tranquillity to ob- 
literate past animosities, and to lay a sure founda- 
tion of future peace in the improvement of the 
morals of the rising generation. 



No. IX. 

An Account of an Attempt' to^ re^ievejbme of 
the temale Poor at Silverminesy by employ^ 
ing them in Spinning Linen Ya/n. 
Communicated by the Re^ John Walker, F. T. C. 

Aj AST stfmmer, visiting my father's family 
at Silvcrmines (a village in the county of Tlp- 
perary) I wished to try a mpde of relieving some 
.of the female poor in that neighbourhood, by 
employing them in spioniTig linen-yarn. Some 
years before, I ^had sfug^ested an experiment 
similar in its plan {for instituting which a lady of 
fortune in the place advanced twenty guineas) 
but the attempt at that time altogether failed. 
This did not discourage me, as upon inquiry 1 
clearly perceived that the iailure wa-s owincr to 
mismanagement in the person who was employed 
to conduct the experi nent ; and perhaps I pro- 
fited from former errors, 

N% sister undertook to superintend, the execu- 
tion of my plan. I had a list made of women who 
G3 
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expressed awillingni^ssto receive wheels andspm 
flax, on condition of paying for their wheels by a 
very small weekly deduction from their earning?. 
J raised the rate of payment for spinning \d.per 
hank, and offered premiums * to ^e distributed 
next March ; three to those womenwho should 
spin the greatest quantity of yarn, and of the best 
quality; and three to those who should teach the 
greatest number of female children to spin 
marketable yarn, A -spirit of emulous industry 
appeared to be excited by the very proposal ; and 
has since continued and increased. Twenty-four ■ 
new wheels were provided at 6i. 6rf. /^r wheel, 
and" two reels at 4^, \<i\d. The women were 
directed to employ their own wheelwrights. Three 
of the old wheels before distributed were repaired, . 
the repairs cost 55, 6^. My sister appointed one 
day in the week for giving out flax, receiving 
yarn,^and paying the spinners. Two hundred 
^nd forty hanks were spun between the 29th of 
August (at which time only eight wheels were 
given out) and the 2d of November. Eleven 
children are learning, each of whom received at 
first I lb, of flax; seven of them return market- 
able yarn, and the others are now practising on 
their own flax. Three of the children are under 
ten years of age, and all under sixteen, except 
one,. who was before a remarkable idler. Two 
families earned for a considerable tinrie about 10^, 
per week ; but the work has been somewhat in- 
terrupted lately by the har.vest<i The spinners 
have paid to the amount of 3/. 5^. \od. on ac- 
count of the wheels ; and more than half of them 
voluntarily leave the whole of their earnings for this 
purpose. One cleared the price of her wheel in 
* Premiums, half aguinea, ^^^ ^^^ ^y^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^pj^ 
3J*9M J the greatest quantity, &c. 

The same to the three who teach the greatest nunfBer of 
children. 
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about six weeks. Of the women who received 
wheels, thirteen have no other means of sub- 
sistence besides day-Jabour. The rest have some 
of theln trades, and some of them land in their 
families. These will only spin occasionally 
-after they have paid for the wheels. 

Fourteen other women have requested wheels 
on the^ame tenns ; and several more are likely 
to come forward when they can be supplied. 

One hundred and ninety-two hanks have been 
disposed of for 7/. 6s. Sd. on which there has been 
a profit of IS. after all expcnces of flax, hire to 
spinners, carriage, &c. Some of the yarn has 
been taken by housekeepcers in the neighbour- 
hood at first cost, some sent sixteen miles, to Li- 
merick-market ; and 119 hanks seventy-eight 
miles, to Dublin. 

The flax is bought in the rough state, and 
hackled by a widow woman in- the village, who 
has four children, the eldest not above twelve 
years old. Her hackles are almost worn out, and 
she petitions for a new pair ; with which it is in- 
tended she should be supplied on the same terms 
as those on which the women receive their wheeb. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The chief circumstances for which I think the 
above experiment worth- relating, are the sim- 
plicity of the plan, the small expence necessary 
for putting it in practice, ana the continued 
relief afforded to the industrious poor. It may 
be adopted in almost any part of the kingdom, 
upon any scale however small; and there' will 
be a constant return of the money at first laid 
out, to be still employed in the same way. The 
matter may strike some readers more forcibly, by 
stating the following case : — Suppose there art 
in Ji neighbourhood twelve poor families^ to each 
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of whom I wish to afford the relief of lo^/. fier 
week ; to do this for a year by pecuniary dis- 
bursement will recjuire 26/. and the expeoditure 
,of the same sum will be necessary every succeed- 
ing year. But to give the same relief for ever so 
many years to those twelve families, if there be fe~ 
fnales m each capable of earning \od.per week by 
spinning, will (according to the plan above men- 
tioned) require only the first expenditure ' of 
^^U i5'« ^\d. of which also 4/. %s. \o\d. will.be 
returned within the first two months, and the cir- 
culating capital (if I o^ay use the expression) 
will remain 8/.i2f. 6^. I make the calculation 
according to the annexed computation, and on 
the supposition that the place \\ so distant from 9 
yarn-market, that there canaot be a sale for the 
yarn sooner than every two n/onths, 

12 wheels, -at 6j. 6^. each - 3 18 o 

1 reel, at 41. \o\d, .- - 04 \o\ 
^olb. of flax, which win spin to 

3 hank yarn, at 11^, ^^r lb. 426 

Spinning the above, at 4^/.^^r lb. 4 10 o 

iC- '2 IS 4i 
At the end of nine weeks 1 suppose the yarn 
sold at first cost, 1. e. for 8/. I2j- bdl of which 
4/. 2J hd, will be again employied in the purchase 
of flax, and the remaixidcr m paying the spinner* 
as before; and so on continually. If the whole 
of their earnings be reserved for the first two 
months, they will have paid for the wheels and 
reel before the expiration of that period. , Aird 
tlius it appears that for less than 9/. I may con* 
stantly give to the poor ibl. ^er ann. and that in 
4t way \vhich will discriminate bclwecA the 
meritorious and thje undeserving. 
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Let it be observed, that in the above computa- 
tion the particular suppositions introduced do not . 
affect the general principles on which it is found- 
ed. Those suppositions have been borrowed from 
my experience in a part of the country very un- 
favourable to the experiment ; the women having 
been little accustomed to spin, and the market 
for the yarn being very distant. In such a place 
as Drogneda (where there is a surprising num- 
ber of very distressed poor) or in any place 
where there could be a weekly sale for the yarn, 
the same capital of 8A 12s. 6^. would constantly 
afford the relief of lod. per week to above 100 
distressed families, /• f. would afford a distribu- 
tion of above 230/. [ler ann. among the poor ; or 
with a capiul of only jgs. 2</, I might constantly 
distribute among twelve poor families 16L fier 
ann.^^z position ascertain as it may appear at first 
view to some paradoxical* 

But another observation, and a most important 
one, which arises from the preceding account, is 
this: that we are not to be immediately discou- 
raged by the failure of an attempt to relieve the 
poor, nor to pronounce at once that the scheme is 
injudicious or inefficient. It may have failed from 
some mismanagement in the execution ; and if 
that were corrected, might succeed perfectly. The 
lady who some years ago humanely advanced 
twenty guineas for making a similar experiment 
in the same place, and found no account returned 
of the wheels that were distributed, or the yarn 
that was manufactured, would naturally be led 
to conclude that the scheme suggested to her was 
a chimerical one, although fact now fully estab- 
lishes the contrary. 

But here much indeed depends on the persons 
entrusted with the superintendence of such a plan ;^ 
and in this, ladies in the middle ranks of life may 
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employ themselves most beneficially. It is bilt 
jvistice to them to supf>o$e that they haVethe most 
humane dispositions, and a lively feeling for the 
distresses of the poor. They may not be able t» 
afford them much pecuniary aid;' and if they 
could, given in alms, it would be productive of 
little benefit* But the lady who will employ a 
few hours in the week in overseeing the execu- 
tion of a well-digested ]>lan for enabling the poor 
to. relieve themselves, will do the most important 
good : she becomes the instrument of its success 
m the place where it is first tried, and the; occa- 
sion ot its being adopted in others. For this 
work ladies are often better qualified than men ^ 
a» they are more accustomed to domestic manage- 
ment, and have a greater quantity of time at their 
own disposal. 

Any person disposed to try a plan similar to 
that which I have related, should observe, that 
several advantages appear to have arisen from: 
leaving the women to bespeak their own wheels 
from their own workmen. They were madis 
cheaper and better ; and .none of the women had 
room to complain that. she got a bad wheel. 
There is indeed a natural disposition in the poor 
which makes them wish to be concerned in any 
scheme proposed fortheicown benefit, and makes 
theoi suspect any in which they are not suffered 
tp he in some degree agents. The premiums also 
held out to them, have no doubt stimulated their 
jindustry : and I believe still smaller premiums 
would produce a considerable effect. 

Though I consider the experiment as having 
decisively succeeded, yet I by no means think 
that it has arrived at complete maturity. I ex- 
pect a gradual extension of the scheme, by the 
application of the money repaid for the wheels 
to the purchase of more wheels, for women yet 
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unemployed : and though wc have not capital 
t;o keep an unlimited number of wheels in em* 
ployment, yet there is no limit to the number 
vrhich may be thus distributed^ to.wonnen who 
could not afTocd to pay the full price of them at 
once, although they mav be able to find empIoy<> 
mcnt for them. How tzt it may not be too san- 
guine to look forward to the establishment of a 
yi^n-market in the neighbourhood, J wilt not 
venture to pronounce ; but I think it likely that 
some women will he found able to purchase their 
own flax, and to wait some time for opportuni- 
ties'of sending the yarn to market. We have yet 
also to try the comparative profitaMeness of dif- 
ferent krnds of 3faTn ; and whether the manufacL. 
ture of it into linen will afford a profit sufficient 
to counterbalance the greater slowness of the re- 
turn. The latter measure I would by no means 
recommend at the beginning of thd experiment, 
as the simplicity of the process is essentially ne- 
cessary to ensure it^ success. We may also have 
occasion to provide some kind of spinning-school, 
for the instruction of children whose mothers are 
Incapable of teaching them. 
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APPENDIX. 

No.L 

FIRST HEPORT OP THE SUBCOMMXTTEE 
OF FRIENDI«y SOCXKTIES. 



Sectioit I. 

Of the Advantages to he exhected from tlu Inuitw 
ti$n (^Friendly Societies » 

'V/F all the schcmcs'that have been devised fqr 
the relief of the poor» and for conibining with 
that relief the general improvement of their 
morals. and condition, none seem to hold out 
fairer prospects of advantage than the institu- 
tion ot ** rriendiy Societies f&r hroviding sujifiort 
** in sickness and old agCy by small weekly or monthly 
** contributions from their wages ^^ Such an insti- 
tution has ah evident tendency to promote thrift 
aad forcsighti (o excite habits of reHection upoa 
the> calamities to which. our nature is subject, 
and to substitute a degree of seriousness in the 
place of that thoughtlessness and want of con- 
sideration that suirers old age and sickness Xp 
surprise their unhapoy victims, vyithout provi- 
sion or preparation. Nor are these the only mo- 
ral eflFects to be expected from such establish- 
ments. Every subscription is an act, not only of 
prudence, but of benevolence and charity. It ex- 
tends the views of the individual beyond him- 
self, it teaches practically the duty of.providing 
for the wants of others as well as our own, 
it binds the different members of the Sociery 
together by mutual acts of kindness and ob- 
J 
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ligation, each member being dependent oa 
the aid, and each contributing to the occasional 
necessities of every ether ; and the spirit of bene- 
volence once excited, daily finds new opj>ortuni- 
tics of exercise, improving -at once tlie virtue of 
the individual, and contributing to the happiness 
of those around him*. " Some plans (says a 
^' judicious advocate for "these institutions -|-) 
** which have been devised for the maintenance 
** of the poor, have a tendency to depress 
^* energy., and to promote idleness and inatteo- 
** tion to futurity; but it is to the credit of 
^* these Friendly Societies that they Jiave in- 
** duslry, foresight, a,nd philanthropy for th^p 
•** basis.^* ' - ^ 

In other points of view, the good poHcyof 
such institutions is not less conspicuous. The 
sums which constitute the fund of relief against 
the season of adversity, arc probably rescued 
from idlej perhaps vicious, expenditure J:, ai^ 
can scarcely be felt as a diminution of any arti- 
cle of domestic comfort. The good dispositiont 

^ This mi)^t appear visionary^ if*it'wkre not proved by 
actual experience. In tbe ob»ervation^ in the Mxount of the 
Castle Eden Fiioidly Society < printed in ohe^stvol. of the 
Kepons of th« Ixmdon Society ior bettenB|; (he Condition 
of the Poor) it is stated as grfact, *' That since the poor of 
_ *< that neigbourhood have been associated for each othet^ 
• " support, they have, mrtofe ir»€tantes than one, been knoWn 
^* to collect little sums an>ong ibemMivcs^ to Drcsi;nt to their 
•* sic If and nec.essitous neighbours, ov^ 9oi aboye th^ial- 
^* lowance from the funds of the Society;" which (says jLhe 
author of the Observations) as far as I know, is an ciOtict of 
philanthropy derived fxoxXi the institution. 

t Mr. Cowesi p. 64. ' ' 

t;The funds raised by these societies, may be considered as 
80 much n^ney saved fiom tlie ale-house, s Bath Rep. 347. 
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0< the rich to relieve the wants and promote the 
lxa{>piness of their poorer neighbours, meet with 
svssistance and direction;, and an opportunity of 
f riendlj intercourse between the dif&rent classes 
of society is afforded, by their becoming ho- 
norary members *. They caa thus contribute 
naost essentially to the support and prosperity o^ 
these institutions, not only by subscription, but 
by occasional counsel and adv'ice;. at the same 
time, the poor arc provided with a fund for their, 
support, not depending ybr its BxisUnce on the 
precarious and fluctuatmg resouice of voluntary* 
charity. 

Another most important advantage may be: 
derived from, a judicious application ' of the 
funds of these societies. It will appear in the- 
sequel of tbi$ Report, that,, in or^er to secure 
their permanence ancj stability,., it is necessary 
t)icy should alw<^ys have a fund in hand be- 
yond the exigency of present demands^ in order 
to answer occa«ional emergencies. This fund^ 
(which should never be safiered to be idle) or a*. 

* ResoWed, " 7%ai Honorary. Mem^s shall not receive 
*• any other benefit from this Society than the pleasure of pro* 
**• moling and' cofttribitiing. tothe happiness and cornfort of their 
** poorer neighbours," i6th Rule erf a Friendly Society, in- 
stituted at Coiton, under the auspices of the Speaker of the: 
House of Coromoos, in the.monthof June la&t. — la England, 
there are instances in which the honorary members make 
it a point to attend' the arinual dinners of these societies. Ono 
gentleman in particular has been mentioneJ to us, from un< 
doubted authority^ who, though engaged in a multiplicity 
of the most imporuot business, and in a high political station, 
never suffers it to prevent his attendance at the Anniversary- 
Dinner of the Society to which he belongs 4 and when any 
extraordinary pressure of business detains him in Londoor 
beyond the usual time of setting out, he travels by nii^ht m^ 
the bJMl-coach, rather than fail in the performadce of his en^j 
gigement. 
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part of It, from time to time, may be employed 
Vith profit, on loans on approved security 
(whenever the state of the funds wilt admtf ) td^ 
members of the society, for the purchase of cows, 
or other purposes of relief or assistance, payable 
by installments with interest; and thus the ad ^ 
vantages of a benevolent or charitable loan* 
may be engrafted on these voluntary dubsg 
without the expencc or trouble of* a separate 
establishment. 

This view of the advanta^s to be ei^ected 
from the in^itution of Friendly Societies (how^ 
ever obviously and even necessary it may seeol 
to flow from the principles 6a Which they arc 
founded) i^ not the offspring of speculation, but 
derived from affual exjierienci. They have been 
tried in a few irisiances (sonM of which will be' 
noticed hereafter] in this kingdom* with thc^ 
happiest cfft^ts ; and in England they have been 
rpng ktibwn, and of late years have multiplied' 
Exceedingly, . Wherever they have been in- 
^ihit^ in that country, theit beneficial effects- 
have been marked by the reduction of the poor- 
rate, which necessarily includes two most im? 
portant advantages:—" The diminution of a 
^* tax, uaiversalTyi complained of as oppressive 
<« and burthensome, by the higher and middle 
<* class^es of society; and at the same time, the 
"^ diminution of idleness, poverty, apd vice, and 
^^ the general inci-ease of comtbrts amo»g the 

• We art' aivare; tfhtt ill beK^cVoJenr ld»ft no xnttrtU it 
required : an indo^^hce* which cdnnoe be affbrdedr* by i 
Friendly Society whosi ftfnds t\it\M ht per^etndty p)Nxiuc«^ 
f(vc ; but there can be' no douitt thattbt loift of slMlrf 8um«y 
though to he repaid wkh iWcWW, \vdnld \k highly \msfA^ 
<^tk to manofaCturers ai^ labourers <ai imxiy o<{ca'stOn$* 



ii 



d by Google 



^ 



FRI£NDLY SOCIETIES* 5 

'^ lower." The most cxj^erienced writers upoa 
the subject, all concur in bearing testimony 
.to their merits; and it may be satisfactory to 
collect into one point of ' view, a few of the 
most striking passages from their writings 
in order to illustrate and prove what has beca 
said. 

Sir Frederick Eden, in his preface to the i'^ 
vol, of his very valuable work on the State of the 
Poor, printed in London in 1797,. says, «* That 
** Friendly Societies have now established, on the 
** broad basisi of exfisrience^ one great and funda- 
** mental truthi of infinite national importance : 
*« viz. That, wiih very few exceptions, the peof 
•* pic in general, of all characters and under all 
" circumstances, with good management, arcpcrr 
" fectly competent to their own maintenance,. 
** The clubs are formed, as is well known, in ge- 
*• neral, of persons in all inferior stations of lire 4 
,«* persons who ir>. other respects, and by.no 
" means distinguished from ,their neigh^x>uri by- 
** superior wisdom or better moraU; and whp 
** being neither more industrious nor more 
** frugal than others, it may be supposed neither' 
•* earnMtore nor lay by oiore of their earnlngji, 
** And yet Tdo not find that any fi^rish has kem 
" burthendd with the malntennnce 
** Friendly Society ; nor are the in 
'* of the families of members hecomih 
" Thi3 , being the case, it is c 
^^ nation must have sav^ed mao 
•^ pounds (perhaps millions) by 
*^ stitutions. They ^re henefici 

, * 'X\i\% was written after a turvey of tKe whole kingdom, 
twdc witli great labour aad aictsracy. S<^6 "f tc?acc, p. i, . 
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•* not merely by preventing many thousands of 
<< their merobers, who arc not less liable to nris- 
^< fortunes, diseases^ impotency, and old age 
*** than others, fi-om TOComing btirthensome, 
^< but also by countenancing and promoting a 
** spirit of independence, and better habits of 
<< industry and frugality than are usually found 
** among the labouring classes of society." - 

In his chapter on Fnendly Societies, at the end 
of his filrst vol* p* 599, are the following obser- 
vations : 

In doing a deed of charity, *^ motives of 
** benevolence as well as delicacy suggest the 
•* propriety of its being done, not by directly 
*< furnishing the money that may be Wanted on 
^* the occasion, but by leading and enabling the 
** object who wants relief to relieve himseff. 
**^ And the true principle of national interference 
^^ with respect to the poor, and (at it might 
** perhaps be added) the only one that is justi- 
* • liable in the eye either of reason or religion^ 
'^< is by no ^eans lo think of maintaining the 
^ poor as a nation or a public, or even to con- 
** tribute largely, as is now the case^ towards 
'<< their .maintenaRce ; lut to enable them to 
" maintain themselves. This principle is clearly 
«• teeognized and proved to be not only perfectly 
^^ bracticabte, but popular also, in the JAstitution 
^ if Friendly Societies/^ 

JPr. Davit, in hh ehstptei* on the means of 
correcting the hnpTovkJence of working people^ 
and encouraging frogality aiqofir them (k 13^ 
strongly fccemmcndi ta the poor to become 
members of Fnendly Societies ; and observes^ 
'** that the rick would do well to cncour^igc these 
^^ Societies by liberal subscriptions^^ 
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' Mr* Rogglci* (letter 40th) is a stremtont ad*> 
vocate for them universally and aosoog itU the 
lonrer classes of society, but mor^ especialH^ 
among'^ay-labourerf in husbandry. Ho spexufe 
kome time in answering tome objections that bad 
been made against diem, and observes (in p. 288) 
^^ diac the abuses (which have tn some instances 
^* be^n complained of) have not as yet been found 
** prevalent where this description of men con*- 
** stitutes the majority of the club. The coun- 
** try-villa^ or market-town, whose inhabitants 
^ do not rise to opulence by manufactures, has 
f*'not produced mny oiAer than g09d effects from 
«« Friendly Societies "^ 

The Agricultural Society of Bath, in conse-* 
'qucnoc of a variety of representations of the be- 
neficial effects isf these intiitutioiisy have given 
premiomtf to chibs wbreh have been founded in 
conformity with die conditionB ^ they prescribe* 
^3 vokof Reports;, 35a and 353*) 

In a letter from one of their correspondea|(i 
upon this sub)ec^ is the following passage :— 

'< I have talked with .many poor me^who art 
^ members of such soctictiet, and tbty ail tell 
** me they Kve a^ welt as beifove, and fine! no 

* A Tusticc •tP^aee f^r the county of Eflex and Suffolk^ 
a^ithor of a HiKoi^ of iht Poor, i» * seiict o£ l«cters. Lon* 
ion, »7^. 

f One of tdcM ^m w i k ie i it AeMTvcs to 1)c pArckularhf nok 
'^cedj MidAx veMiiHnead streoooosif that b ntie of the same 
tenor ^oukl be adapccA io crery btoe&t society, vii. ^ That 
** nasocim shatl he enciclecl to- cbii^ premium, unless tbere be 
** a clause mserted it^f^eir aiticles, that no pert of their stock 
^ shall ever be laid out tn the purchase of lottery- tickets^ or 
^ in tnyoiber way yrhidi may nt^ue any pan of ilieir pM* 
** peny ia games of chaiaiCt''' 
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<* difference at the year's end, from having paid 
** 3^ per week to their club. To use their owa 
** language, they do not feel it.^^ . But in times of 
sickness,^ when they could not labour, they have 
joyfully felt the comforts which their little public 
fund. yielded them. 3 vol. 349, 

<^ The advantages of Friendly Societies are so 
*^ striking; the oeconomy on which they *arc 
^' founded so reputable to the lower class, and 
.<« so beneficial to their superiors, that I have 
^^ been astonished at not finding gentlemen in 
** general contributing by subscription to their 
/* support.** — Letter of. the Rev. Mr. Onley^ 
4 vol. Bath Reports, 177. 

• ^^ This plan ha)S sometimes originated with the 
'* poor themselves, and has been carried into 
^\ effect without much patronage from the weal^ 
*^ thy. But where the latter bav6 been active i^ 
^ aiding, by their example aUd protection, this 
'* commendable disposition, it has succeeded in 
" a proportionatic aegree." 'Bath Reports^ voU 4^ 
p. 215. 

In the same vol. is published a plan of Mr, Par 
ibr the universal establishmeat of those Societies^ 
and a Letter frotnDr. Tucker, Deanof Glwices- 
ter, to the Rev. Dr. .Stonehouse, of Bristol; of 
which the following is an extract : — 

" I thank you for* the*p€rrusal of Mr. Par^ 
** pamphlet : — it is a well written sensible' pers- 
** formance ; and if he can cxtepd the scheme of 
^ frugal and provident clubs,, so^ as to compre-^ 
•* hend the whole, or even: a considerable part 
" of bur national poor,^. he will, in my estectp;, 
** deserve more of his country and of mankind 
« thaa all ihfi Marlboroughs, Chatharas,. and, 
<< Rodney s^ that ever, livcfdv? ..-..'• 
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Mr. Covrcsy Vicar of Stsnburj, in Middlesex^ 
10 a treatise on this subject, published in London^ 
X797, has the folloMring passage : (p..68^69J).^'to 
** shew the utility of die Friendly Societies nrre*- 
^* ducing the poor's ratcs^ it will be only neccs^ 
*^ sary to observe, that, by taking an arerage^of 
** the six years previous to their innitution af 
" Snnbury in 1773* when provisions were much' 
•^ cheaper than at present, the poor's rates 
^^ were 21 9^ in the pound ; sometimes they were' 
^* as high as 3^ dd. S[ut, as the societies benn* 
^•*t6 nourish, a gradual reduction has taken* 
^ place ; and, by their combined eff<;cts, the* 
♦* poor-rates have been as low as is full and^ 
** during the six years previous to 1796, nevev 
** higher than 11 9//, .Now, manv or the mem- 
^*.bers are so indigent, that^ if tney' happen to 
** be ill ft>r a short time, and are thereby ren- 
*< dered incapable of following their busine^^ 
^* they must inevitably apply for parochial relief, 
*' had they not recourse to a fund which Aeir 
" own industry, their osconomy, and their honest 
** pride have contributed to raise** 

And aftcr\'\jards, p, 73, j^f, speaking further 
of the societies at Sunbury-^*^ Both these soci'- 
**^etie8 are composed of mechanics, poor trades* 
*'. men, and labourers in husbandry. Now, let 
•'/u be here remembered as a fact of peculiar 
^^ importance to the public^ and as substantiat* 
** ing & most valuable political truth, that al- 
"though many of the members are burdened- 
" with numerous families ; tho^ they reside in one 
** of the most expensive villages in the kingdom^ 
*^and ha^e no higher wages than others to sup- 
** port themselves ; th(fy like other societies, they 
* be composed of a mixture of good and bad 
** tticmbers ; though^ they be liable to and iftcet 
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<f with the same calamities and accidents which 
'^ befal others, and, under God, have only tbeir 
*< own Industry and foresight to depend upon ;. 
** yet, with all those difficulties to encounter^ 
** andi while the expences of providing for the 
#< poor have been ahnost doubled during the last* 
^ twenty years,— notwithstanding these disad- 
*f vantages, all the members of -those societies' 
'^ have supported themselves and famiHes,. and' 
<^ (except m oncinstance of uncommon distress/ 
** have ftevcr received, since theii: institution, the 
*^ least assistance from the parish of Sunbury.**— 
One of these clubs had existed twenty-four 
years, and the other ten, at the time this obser- 
vation was made* 

* The prefatory address to the 2d vol. of tlic 
Heports of the Society for bettering the Condition 
of the Poor in England, Contains the most de- 
cided testimony.in their favour, and may be con- 
STclered as stamping with the seal of its authority 
those which have been already quoted. In p. x6,' 
(Irish edition) " Of Friendly Socktiis^ the benefit 
** is well known; and it is enough to state' what 
^ general experience gives testimony to, and 
^ what is confirmed by all the information laid 
** before the Society, rtiat their effects, when le- 
^' gaily and propei ly established, are sure and un^ 
'^ varied in promoting industry, oeconomy, phi-^ 
** lanthropy, and every virtue among the poor.*' 

In support of all %hese testimonies, may be 
added the opinion of the legislatures of both 
kingdoms, expressed in the acts (of 33d of his 
present Majesty in Great Britain, and the 36th 
of the same reign in Ireland) ^* for the encou« 
♦* ragement and relief of Frundly Societies^ 

By these acts they are placed for all beneficial 
purposes, upon the best possible footing. With* 
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otit directly^ interfering in their TstabUshhxcnt, 
they hold out very knpottant benefits to sijch 
societies as conform to the simple and easy rc- 
c]^uisites, which they prescribe, which may be 
complied with withoot any expence but that of 
transcritMng their rules upon a piece of parch»- 
mettt, to be de^(>wted with the Clerk of the 
Peafce'off the county, if approved, in which they 
a¥0 formed ; who is bound' to receive and enroll 
•theoi v^^hout fee or reward, provided they are 
approted.of by the Justices at sessions, . 

The principal advantages conferred by the a^ 
of 36 oeo. jdy on such Friendly* Societies as 
<om]^'*witk die comlitiohs required, arc as 

foMoVW't f- ' ' TT 

' ist,- Bonds given by^lte vTrcasurcr, Trustttc, 
or other Officer, in whom the funds . of the So- 
ciety are vested, may be made payable to the 
Clerk of the Peace df the county in which the 
saciety is established, without feepr reward, and 
may (if forfeited) be sued upon in his i*ami>; 
and aH bonds whidi may be entered into for any 
oC, the purposes of the Society, ire eyemptcd 

[from the StampHltity. (Sec, 4})^ * ' » 

adV In case of neglect br refoskl on the part 

' of Treasurers^ Trustees, or their- Executors, and 
Administrators to account on demand, the Society 
may eichibit a {)etkion to the Court of Chancery 
•or Exchequer, in the name of the Treasurer or 
Trustie' for: tlje pmt: being, who shall proceed 

' thereon in' a summary way (Sec. %)i and such 

" pctiaons are to bc^ooductedi without fee or re- 
ward to any officer or minister of the court ; 
cfounsel and clerk in court arc to be assigned 
ivithout expence, and all the proceedings ex- 
empted from the stamp >duty. (Sec. 9.} 
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$if In case rf the bankniptcv of a Treasurer 
(Of a Trustee^ theidcbts due to the Society are to 
be satisfied in the first instaDce, before the de* 
snaadsof any other creditor. (Sec* 10.) 

4th, 'All suits concernti^ the monies^ - goods, 
•imd chattels of the Society^ may be carried on 
•MxtA I defended to the .iKlme of the Treasarer or 
Trustees i'aiad no suit is toi discontinue or ^httc by 
ithedeathorrenuwalof sodiTrustee-^ut nsay M 
continued in the same of his successor. (Src« 1 x«) 

5th9 The Societies are sedired againitfrsradu- 
rloit dissolutionsi by a few members, dividing the 
'funds. (Sec. 12.) 

dtby And provisions.at«.mad€:fbr.settKi^ in a 
^ompt and easy manner any difFerenciBo th^t 
.nay happen to.arise mboi^ tho meitebeo^ . ^(Sec. 
15 and 16.) 

SECTlbH II« 

,Ofike7ahl£S tomputdbj Barou Maserts andi)r. 
-JPrif0f/!B(r muertMtung thtAUtfwances thai may 9t 
^ond^ii^ Sickness and Qld^gt ; ^mdstme Caaii^ 

CMS necessary to .. ^c observed in a^JMStint tke Pro^ 
ffioreion^Aetwefn Subscnpionamt Bem^pt^ and tit 

ManagsoMU of the Funds of a Friendly Society. 

The greater the extent and impoitance of die 
advantages to be expected firom thecstabUsfameot 

• of Friendljr Societies^ the greater is the attcotion 
necessary in adiusting the prc^rtion between 

'Subscription and ;beoefit,.6o as to. secure thar 
permanence and stability. It is observed by the 
learned editor of the last edition of Dr. Price^s 
Treatise on Reversionary Payments *, " that it is 
•♦ much to be lamented that, the different paro- 
" chial clubs which were established in Great 
*^ Britain at the time of the publication of that 

, ♦ General Preface, p. jt. 
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•* vvord (scilt. in 1791) should iu geHend be 
** founded on sucjh erroneous principles; and", 
** That by the formation of rational plans for , 
** this purpose, the many wretched scbcmca whicb 
''.were then continually rising up to delude due 
*^ ho^s of the poor would disappear, and the 
^ lodigent labourer and his faoiily would look 
'> forivard without anxiety to seasons of sickness' 
** and old age/' And Sir Frederick Eden, iu 
his chapter on Frieadly Societies at the end of 
^ his ist vol. p. 619, obbervcs, *' That a Society, 
" of only thirty years standing can only be con- 
^^ sidered as a middle-aged club. As' the clubs 
** at ficst consist entirely of young persons, bc-» 
** tween thirty and fortj years of age,. and conn 
** soquchtly during thciirst tea or twenty years 
^•^ the funds Jiaive eocreased very fast, societies 
^* have bpea led to require subscriptions much 
^* too moderate for the allowances they make for 
" sickness ^ funerals ; and many clubs in th« 
*:* iiorthern counties f', which, have been estab- 
" lishcd fifty or fixty years, are nowdecjimng vtty 
'' rapidly r 

&obi^ as these clubs have been .established in 
iFcland, there. J8 no reason, to supposc^that they 
have hccn founded upon more sidid. principles. 
Oa thcdCootrary,;there is rcasonjto apprehend that 
their allowances hav& in geneml beea>tQO liberal 
for the subscriptions required, and that bank- 
ruptcy has been in manfy instances the conse- 
quence. 

There is a circumstance of peculiar calamity 

Mteoding the bankruptcy of a FricndJyjSociety, 

** that; it almost oecessadly happens at .Jthe period 

/* when the claims upon the fund arc most nu». 

^ merouS| th^t is, at the very moment when it is 

♦ Scilt. of Great Britaixif 
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^ most prodacuve of misery tnd disappeiut- 
^* mcnt.*' To point out the means of avoiding 
tliesc dangers in future, it seems necessary t» 
exhibit a short view of the tables which have been 
computed for settling the scale of allowances, whe^ 
ther in sickness or old age, proportioned to cer- 
tain given contributions; and also to suggest some 
•general cautions necessary to be observed for se- 
x:uring the permanence of Friendly Societies. 

Th« bonefits usually allowed by .Friendly So6' 
Mies are as follows:— 

I St, Allowances in sickness. 

sdly. Annuities in old ag6. 

3clJ[y, Allowances for 4he funerals of deceased 
members, 

Sofnctimcs a sum of «money is payable to the 
widow or legal representative of a deceased mem* 
ber by the constitution of the society; aird the 
terms and conditions on which ailowances are 
granted, are modified in a variety of ways : for 
the purpose of general consideration, they seem 
Iwweyer reducible to the above classes. 

The bill which was introduced by Mr. Dowd- 
awell in 1773, and which passed me House of 
Commons, provided only for the granting of an^ 
unities, and : had no reference whatever to any 
provision or support in occasional' sickdess. To 
this bill two set's of- tables were annexed, which 
were to serve f as a guide te ascertain the terms 
on which, annuities* under 'the- provisions of the 
bill were to be granted ; the one for the city of 
Londofa, the other for country parishes* The 
4iff6rence between' the probabdities - of life ia 
great towins and «the country, oqcasioned the ne- 
cessity of two sets of tables; and the London 
table iamore< or less applicable tp all great towns^ 
/according, to their extqnt and circumstances. 
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• ^ThcsCnt^bles %\it^t^ the-^aymsnt aIv^ { reckon- 
ing interest at 3/, Jier cent.) for a life-annuity of 
1/. payable quarterly, to' commence at?i,nyrage 
from thirty-five to seventy-live ;. at all ag€s from 
feufteen and three-quarters to seventy-ihrce and 
a half. ^ , 

They fire published in the Appendix to the 
ad- vol. of Baron Maseres's Treatise on J^ife- 
Annuities. As they relate to annuities only, and 
as Dr. Price's Tables embrace the consideration 
of allowances in sickness also, it seems unne- 
cessary to do more than refer the reader who 
may wi^sh for more particular information, to 
Baron Masercs'fe Work, and direct his attentioH 
chiefly to Dr. Price's 7*ables, 

These tabks were computed by Dr. Price at 
Ae rtq^iest of a Committee of the House of 
Commons of Great Britain, and were intended 
^ form the foundation of a plan for enabling th(> 
l*bouiing poor to provide support for themselves 
in sickness and old age, by small weekly savings 
from their wages. 

The fil^st table shews the weekly allowances 
<5arlng incapacities of labour, produced by fick- 
ncss or/accidents, and the cor respond lag weekly 
contributions necessary to entitle persons to thos^ 
allowances ; and, according to this table, a person- 
under thirty-two must pay 14^. per week to se-^ 
cure an allowance of 41. per week in totol inca* 
pacity of labour (or vsdiat is termed bedlying-pay)" 
and 2i. per week in partial incapacities (or what 
i< termed walking-pay.) 

From forty-three to fifty-one, the weekljfr- 
payment must be one-half more ; an4 fronk-^ 
fifty-nine to sixty -four, it must be douj^led, 
in order to support the same allowance^. This 
table relates to^ allowances in sickness \onlyi 
^nd does not take into consideration the^ 
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purchftse of peftni^i^nt tniittkks in ol^ age; 
and it does not extend the eomputatieh be- 
yond the age of 65 ; because^ it that period, 
the permanent weekly allowance which is rini 
subject* of consi^ration in the fc41o#ibg TaWci 
is supposed to commence. 

See Said Table in Appendix (Nd. 2.) 

The second Table shews the weekly allow- 
ance aft^r 6j and 70^ and the corresponding 
weekly contributions in early life necessary 
to support these allowances ; and, according td 
this Table, k person under the age of a I most 
pay id. per week, in order to. entitle him td 
a permanent weekly allowance of 2i. per week 
from 65 to 70, and an allowance of 4*. pel 
week after 70^ for the remainder of his bfcf 
without receiving any benefit whatever in ca«cf 
of sickness or accident at any period prfcvioos to 
t};. This Table being confined to the cdflsi- 
deration of Jtermanent weekly hay fh^s^ as Aat 
of the former^to dccasioncl mihwances^see said 
Table^ Appendix (No; 2.) 

The third Table is a combination of th^ other 
two, and shews tht weekly allowances during 
sickness and old age, and the corresponding 
weekly contributions for ^lUpportitig those allovi'* 
anccs. 

According t6 this Table, a person trnder 11^ 
must pay 2d. per week in order to entitle hiin td* 
bn allowance of 4X. per week bedlaying-pay, and 
fij. per, week walking-pay, in all cases of oc-^ 
ca4ional sickness and accidents, np to the age of 
65 ; and a permam^iJt weekly allowancfe of 21, per 
week from 65 to 70, and of 4s. pet wetk frcrii 
70 for the i*ertiaindef of his life. 

The cbntribntions in this, as in^ tfte" fbrtntr 
TaWe (in order to 8\ip]f)ort the^»tne alloi^ahccs) 
rise jyrogressitely in each succeeding y^ar; so 
that a person wAo does not commence his pay- 
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.ments until hi5 has attained the age of 49^ must 
pay at the rate of ix. per week, in order to en** 
titie him to the above allowances.— See Appen** 
dix above referred to. 

. The fourth Table shews the fines or compo-- 
^ition-money, payable at adaiission by contri-t 
buters who have commenced their contribu- 
tions at ages above 21, and who may prefer the 
payment of a fine to an increase of weekly con- 
tributions, on account of the excess oftheir ages 
above 21, as specified in Table 3d. 

Some observations naturally occur-upon a pp- 
rusal of the above Tables. 

First, Persons contributing according to the 
scale of- payment in Table 3d,, are entitled to 
permanent allowances, payable weekly after 
the age of 65, and to weekly* occasional al- 
lowances in cases of sickness or accident, at 
alL intermediate periods, from the commence- 
ment of their subscription to that age; whereas, 
in many Friendly Societies, ex. gr. the Castle- 
Eden, the members are obliged to make their 
Cleftion i)etween occasional al/owance and Jierma^ • 
nent amiuity in old age; and if they receive^ 
the former, are debarred from the latter, unless^ 
they subscribC'/Qr more shares than onc^ 
. Secondly, The permanent allowances,^ com- 
mencing at 65, are (according, to these Tables) 
supposed to be payable weekly^ and therefore re- 
quire greater weekly payments to support them- 
than annuities payab.e half-yearly or quarterly, 
as is usually the case in Friendly Societies. An- 
annuity pay able qqarteri y is worth | of a year's pur- 

* All tlie members arc uniformly anxkws to avoid taking, 
wlief for sickness during 15 years on their respective shares ; 
i circumstance which", while it protects the fund, adds force 
to the habiwal Icsioa of Thrift. — ist Report of Loiidoa So- 

^3> ' 
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chase chore thaA an annuity payable yearly (2 voL- 
Ma^ercS) 6^2); and the ^orchase-money mast in* 
crease in proportion as the retnrn of the pay-day 
becomes more frequent^ from two causes. 

First, Because a greater sum of money must 
be always kept unemployed^ and consequently 
unproductive/ 

Secondly, Because the annuity is always pay-- 
able to the last week of the annuitant's life ; 
whereas where the payments are qaarterly, the 
claimant's death may happen a short time befoFe 
the annuity becomes due, and consequently near- 
ly a whole quarterly payment may fall into the 
general fund. 

Thirdly^ In the account of the suppositi6its on 
%h)cb the fiifl Table is founded, it is obserTed" 
by Dr. Price, " Tkat various reasons y and parti^ 
*< cularly ikt tx/urienct bf Friendly Chihj detcr- 
^ mine him to believe, that the proportion off tUe 
•' Sick'to the Well is not so great as is supposed in 
** the formation of that Table, and consequently 
♦< that the proposed weekly allowances daring 
♦* sickness, will ^e more than Supported by the 
•• weeklycontributious stated in that Table. On 
^hat |>articular reasons, or on what extent of 
experience in the history of Friendly Societies, 
Dr. Price's conclusion is founded, does not ap- 
pear; but in another part of his work (vol. i, 
p. 140, note (a)y he has suggested the plan of a 
Friendly Society, which, he thinks, would pro- 
bably thrivfc, and in which the proposed allow- 
ances in sickness arc nearly \ greater than in the 
above Tables, and the annuities fully equivalent, 
though modified in a different manner j ^nA he 
adds the following observation: " If the proba- 
•* IViUtics of life are lower among the labouring 
<* >>oor than among the generality of mankind, 
y this plan wiil be so much the more'Sture of 
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^* »u€6ecaihg;" but the allowance in skkncss, 
according to this plan^ is not to be eohtinifed ill 
dtfiy ca^e beyond the period of seren Weeks j and 
it supposes the okxiey t^ be c^vefttlly impirored 
at compound interest. 

4thly, The altowanees a* e founded upon the 
subscription bfAf«i?^^ members alone; the sup- 
port to be derived front the subscription of 
honorary members^ who derive no benefit, does^ 
feot. tfnter into*the cotapuiation. • On the othefc- 
hand, it i» observable that Dr. Friee's calcula^ 
tions triakc no provision for payments at funeral^,' 
©1^ any otjicr mortt^ry payment; nor. does aa^f 
ts^peoee attending the nUanagement of the busi« 
iSiessf of the society^ on account of salaries o!r 
otherwise, enter into his cons}dtratk)h» 

5thly, The allowances are apposed to be 
i^ayable in the first sickness or disability that 
nappena after the aubstriptiotv paid ; whereas ifr 
all Friendly Societies, an inter va^l takes place^ 
between the time of adtnission or sabscriptiort,. 
before any member can be entitled t<>the btrtefitS^ 
t>f the ctub. This pcripd varies in dififcreni 
tocietie^, from six nK)nths to two and eVen thret^ 
years. 

Upon the whole, the observations naftirallj^ 
arising from an attentive reading of Dr. Price * 
Tables concurring with the observations nrnde 
by him«tlf upon them, seem necessarily to lea4 
to this Conclusion, *• That allowances, both iH 
•* sickness and old age, somewhat mote tiberil 
** than the scale set forth in those tables, m^y bo 
** afforded, consistent with the stability of a 
•* Friendly Society,'* independent of aAy aid t^ 
be derived from the subscription of honorary ^ 
members, but without taking into the estimate 
any consideration of cxpence, in the shape of, 
sialary or otherwise, in transacting the feusinesi 
of the institution. 
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As a general standard for adjostio]; the 'fvo' 
portion which may be afforded between sob- 
scriptioo and benefit in a Friendly Society, we 
know of none that can be referred to with se 
much safety as the Tables of Dr, Price, with an 
attention to the observations necessarily arising 
from them. So far as we can learn, there is no 

feneral history of the rise and progress of 
*riendly Societies extant, fiom whence to infer 
'any general ruls^ founded upon actual experiencty 
as to the proportion which ought to be preserved 
between allowance and contribution ; and the 
deficiency of information in. this respect, is lar 
jnented by Mr* Cowe. (p» 66) ; and by Sir 
.Frederick Morton Eden,^ in his chapter already 
referred to (p. 6i6), 

r So far however as the statements collected by 
die latter (and .published at 'the end of his first 
volume) go, they tend to confirm the conclusion 
above drawn, namely, ** That more liberal al- 
•* lowances than are set forth in Dr. Price's 
*^ tables, may be afforded ;" and we think our- 
selves warranted in observing, that so far as the 
scale of contributioa and benefit adopted by the 
Castle Eden Friendly Society has departed from 
the rigour of Dr. Price's sundard,. it may be 
followed with safety. . 

. This will appear from a view of two Friendly 
Societies, extracted from his iirst volume, which 
were in a flourishing state in the year 1796^ 
and which had existed from the years 1719^ 
and 1731. 

Statement of< a Friendly Society of Shoemakers at^ 
Newtastle.ujion Tyne^ instituted in 1719. 

\ Subscriptions, is. every six weeks, or Q.d, per 
week ; and bd. extraordinyj* for the funeral of^ 
a deceased member. * ^' 
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" Allowance, 6^. a week for one fetr ; after- 
^W'ards 3J, 6rf. till well. This is tht alfovfance td 
superanttuated members. 

Th< rules of this Society arc not prntcd. 

It War in a flrtdrWhing seate in the year 1796! 
consisted then of 160 members^ and had 550/^ 
in hand. 

The account of this cfob is, however, verf 
^ort ; and perhaps some regulations which havd 
contributed to its stability may have been oniittedi 

Another club, consiting of persons of every 
description, was instituted at Newcastle in I73i« 
The regular payments (exclusive of fines) amount 
annually to 8f. each member, or somewhat le§i 
than 2d. per week. The allowance made to at 
member is 51. psr week: for four weeks ; then 
2i. 6^/• a week for four weeks more; then 5^* a 
week tor four weeks more ; then u. bJL a week 
for four weeks more : after which no member 
Can receive any more during that year, nor can 
^ny member receive mor^ than 12/. in fiftcert 
years* To superannuated members the allowance 
3s I J. 6^. per week. At the death of a moml>cr, 
His widow or nominee receives 7/. ; a membe/ 
receives 2/. loj. for his w5fc*s faneral-expences, 
towards which each member contributes 6rf.— * 
This society was in a floorishing state in 1796; 
and the fund then amounted to 344A l6i. Thb 
number of members in tliit year was lio,. The 
averrfge number of deaths of members wive< 
and widows during the ten years preceding I796i 
had been ten annually^ Tlie other clubs men'^ 
tioned by Sir F. Eden, in the chapter already re* 
ferred to, are of a much later date, the 6ldcst not 
more than thirty years standing, and some of 
fhcnl detliniftg. They dd not seem to furnish 
any materials for a conclusion as to the propor- 
tion th^t ought to be observed between subscript 
tion and allowance. 
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. Upon a view of all the materials we faav^ 

teen able to collect upon this subject^ we rccom- 
mend the following general cautions to the con« 
sideration of such as. are disposed to promote the 
formation of friendly Societies^ and to secure 
^heir permanence. 

1st, That no person be admitted a member 
of a Friendly Society after the age of 50, In'gc- 
neraly they are not admissible at so advanced an 

2dly, That the scale of allowances set forth 
in Dr. Price*s Tables be kept in view as a 
standard^ to correct any propensity to profusion: 
in allowance; and that it tpe constantly remem* 
bered^ that the weekly payments ought to increase 
according to the age of the person at the time of 
admission. 

3d, .That, in order to prevent the Irvcome of 
the fund from suffering diminution or interrup- 
tion, every disabled member should continue to 
pay his monthly contribution^ thougjbi be be on 
the sick list- 

4th, That, in adjusting the proportion be- . 
tween subscription and benefit, thaexpences at- 
tending the business of the institution he taken 
into consideration,, as well as any additional aid 
that may be derived frotn the subscriptions of 
honorary members, 

. 5th, . That the sum to be expended in liquor 
^t such. meetings as may- be fixed upon by the 
rules of the society (if any such expenditure is* 
at all allowed) be ascertained ; and that it be the 
special duty of some one or more officers of the. 
society, to take care that this allowance shall,, 
0x1 no account, be exceeded ; and that the ex-, 
pence attending this allowance, if it be paid ou^ 
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«f the general fund, be taken into' consideration 
in the original estimate. 

6th, That whenever allowances, on account 
#f funerals, or any other fiost ohit paymentB, 
constitute a part of the benefits held out by a 
Friendly Society, a spfbscription should be called' 
for from the surviving members, in order to sup* 
poit such allowance. 

7th, That whenever any sum of money « 

srtlowed towards defraying the expcnces of a f»^ 

neral, the n^ode of expenditure should be regu-* 

bted by the rules of the society, anid put under 

ther controul of some officer of the club, with '« 

view to preserve decencTy and orrferi and to ptew 

- Vent intoxication or riot, peculiarly disgraceful 

€>n so solemn an occasion. « * ' 

8th, That the probabilities of life being lower 

in great towns than in the country, annuities 

maybe afforded in them upon somewhat' cheaper 

terms ; but, on the other hand, there should 

be a greater degree of reserve in adjusting the 

allowances in sickness in towns than in t^e 

country. 

9th, That where a FrienUly Society is com- 
posed in. the whole, or in part, of members ex- 
ercising unhealthy or hazardous trades, a pro- 
portionable degree of caution should be exercised 
m adjusting the scale of subscriptions and allow- 
ances^ and some previous enquiry as to the aver-s 
age number of sick ^and disabled members, should 
be instituted. 

lotb. That it be a standing rule of every" 
Friendly Saciety, that no part of the fund be ever* 
laid out in Lottery Tickets, or any other game 
of chance* 
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^ ♦ 1^ A, Tia^ in order to giurd ^igabst the 
dissolution of the societji by the pre^ure of any 
extraofdiaary iemzr^f it ,oe an original ajticle 
in its coaati^tttion, Ch^t VJ^heuever t^ie futxds sh^U 
]p(e xkpre^sod b^slo^ ^ coruin ppiAt^ to be£xe(d bj 
Ibe rylcs of the society, u fresh contribution^ 
w a Tedvfctioa q( be^;ie£r sbaJl take place ; the 
amount of which contributioa^r r^uctktn shall 
also be i^CfxtaADcd 4>y the f(uulame^t|tl rules .of 
the ipcietyy aqd coptin^e till the {np4& ai^ si)$* 
cifintly rtqruijted^ 

latht ItibpuIdtbpcemp^ibeirecl^th^tth^taWc 
af MUowsuic^ for sicfpoess is only calculated for 
tke male «ey : the ^ick^ness of m^op^en is sp oiud^ 
mote frequent) that the aUowapces abov^ f t^fi^d 
could not be afforded, upon thp ^aie subscript 
tian^ to ^m; 

r^h> That whenever there i^ any mr^ hi 
liand« ov0r and above what is neceasarjrto meet 
the .ocdifiary e^peacet of the sqcietj, jt shoftld 
l9c in^fhediately Uid^ut at interest ; a^d a due at^- 
tfiU^ion tip the K^gvlaf appUcatiqn of this oc^a- 
aional surplus should be enforced by the ruk^ of. 
the society. The interest npw payiabde on |jo- 
vernment soeurijtips, and the power of transl^^ 
ring any quantity of stoc)c, however smalU scenes 
to give a>aecidecl pref^roftc^ to this mode of lay* 
ing.outthu Bftoney-qf a society, above i^U others,, 
axeept in the way of .loans to the members^ 
where €Ood security can b^ had. 

14th, It is observed by Mr. Cpwes, in hi^ 
treatise upon rthis subject (p. 66.) " That to 
^ guard against frauds and idleaesss, it has b^^({ 

* An exampfe of a provision of thU kind will l^e found ia 
Mr.Cowes's publication on Friendly Society (p. i*ii,*scc/56)' 
—The precaution necessary has beenadopted by the Fnendi 
of Industry at Donnybrook. 
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** found necessary, that the Weekly allowance t<> 
*■* sick members should be rather less than their 
♦* usual earnings/' 

15th, Some period should elapse between the 
time of admission, before the subscribitr is en- 
titled to receive the benefits of the society^ in 
order to allow time for the funds to accumulate. 
It is observed by Sir Frederick Eden (vol. !• 603) 
*^ Thstt i( a prcmiam were wanting for any 
*^ purpose connected with Friendly Societies, 'it 
** might be juJkiously applied in forming a fun4 
" forthe relief of members during this interval ; 
•* the periods of prospective advantage, according 
** to the constitution ofsomc societies, Beihg toQ 
<^ remote to interest the general class of people 
" who are likely to become subscribers.** How 
£ir the subscriptions of honorary member's might 
be usefully applied for such a purpose, we submit 
to general consideration. 

It has been already observed, that the benefits 
of Fr*u:ndly Societies consist in general of allow- 
ances to tl>c sick, annuities to the agccl> ancj fnorr 
tuary or jios't obit payments. We do not finS 
that the advantages of fliese institutions have 
been Kitherto extended in a* greater degree to 
snch industrious poor persons as are oppressea 
by large families than to others. Such an 0^ 
tension of the benefits of these establishments,' if 
praaicablci would be no doubt highly desirable, 
and n considerable improvement in die system 
of t^riendly Societies. But as we are not pre- 
{Murcd to suggest any. specific plan for the pur- 
fp$c^ nor to exhibit any calculations which 
might serve as a guide to ascertain the tern)S 
upj^n which such additional benefits niiaht be 
afforded^ we must content ourselves with barcljr 
suggesting the possibility of «uch ah improve- 
uicnt as u matter worthy of consideration, ani 
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xcfcr the reader whose curiosity may be cxdtei 
on the subject, to a pamphlet published iu $ht 
6th vol. of the Bath Reports, p. 219, byMc» 
Richard Ptr, Fc.Uow of ttc Roy^il Society ;tt 
£dioburgh. 

IBection Ilf* 

Oftkt C^nstitutUn of -a Friendly Society. 

The. several rules and regulations which con> 
pose the constitution of a Friendly Society, sec© 
reduceable to three general heads : 

ist^ The rules t£at ascertain the rate of sub- 
fcription Or adopissiqi;), ajnd the proportion that 
IS ^o subsist "between wbscrMJtion axifl benefit. 

adly, Those Which rejulate <ht .admission ef 
members^ conduct of iusiness^ appoiat^ent of 
officers, and every thing else that ird^ttes to die 
orderly managemejfit of its internal concerns. 

adly, The provisions fpr •enfoji;cin^ iregjSar 
payment of siri^scriptions ^ a^ai^nst itinoratiops 
and abuse ; ag^ost'wipositions upoB the society; 
and against pecolatloiVi cpibez'zlement, and b)>s- 
apptication of its/iH\4s j suul fraudulent disscdii- 
^ions of the society., ' 

The first of these heads Jias beejn die $tibjcct 
.of the last section. A few observ^tSojM se«ii 
necessary with rcspeqt to the two latter^ * 

That some caution srhould be uied in the ad- 
mission of ^ejjnbers^ s.eeros dear ftom two consi- 
derfltions.. * * ' 

1 St, The 1 mpo&i tions to which the society mzj 
he exposed from improper and fraudulent ajpph- 
cations, 

ad.ly^ The confusion, distraction, and discredit 
to which it may be exposed by ' members of a 
.turbulent, cjuarr^lsome^or seditious disposition. 
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.^' ordl^r to guard against such incon¥enifnceSv 
«wo cauiions seem to be necessary, and to have 
been' generally adopted. 

rsf) Thut the election of members^ shall be by 
ballot. 

2diy, That som^ interval should take place 
between the time of a person's being proposed 
and balloted for, in' order to give time and op* 
porttmrity for inquiring into his character; and 
accordingly the best constitated societies have 
adopted l>oth these precaotions. An instance 
fvill be found in the 27A Kuleof the Castle Kdefi 
Friendly Socicty,-printed in the Appendix, No. ^. 

With respect' to the ger>eral conduct of busi*- 
ness^' the inconveniences al^rays experiencad in 
nutnerous and- mixed meetings of a large liody 
of people, hars almost universally suggested the 
cxpedi.nt of confining* it to a committee consist- 
ing of twelve, or some otKcr convenient fiumber 
of beneiit^mcmbers, either alone or in conjunc* 
tion with' some of those persons in whom the 
general powers of superintendence and cokntroul 
are by the constitution of the society vested, 
whether under the denomination of presidents^ 
directors, or trustees. 

To them, even the ballot for the admission of 
members is sometimes confined; and the exercise 
of the right of voting in the general membffte 
who compose tHe body at large, is restrained to 
the following" instances : 

ist^ To the election of the committee and the 
principal officers. * - • 

adly, The making of flew laws at yearly 
jnectings. . - • ** 

Ah example of a society thus constituted, will 

be found in .the Rules of the Castle Eden Society 

al read V referred to, and particularly in Sec. 1 an 

(See Appendix, No* 3O .:.^^i 

Cz 
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, Tbei meetings are in general beM oficc a mcskih 
On days fiiped by the ruks oi tlie society, Theie 
sectn&.to be but one good rea&oo for their being 
•o frcqoeot, natntly ta facilitate tltt cotlttti^n of 
stibscrijitionsi and except with a view to prpmoU 
this oncf purpose, greater intervals between the 
general meeiings of the bpdy might be:aUpwed« 
It seems to be coA^dered by Mr. Ros<^ the 
framer of the act for the - encourag^iieiit of 
Friendly Societi^s^ wbiqh passed in the ye.ar 1793 
in Eoglaod *y ^^ that it is a first principle of these 
«^ societies, that they shall be governed by rules 
^* of tlieir own fonnation ; to which the floemr 
*< bers indiv ideally con^nt*'^ { 

\ We are^yno means disppaed- to 4iQ{H}te. this 
as a general furinciple, npr to rec^lMaicnd a de» 

jparti^re from \%: 00 tlie cqatr^ry, w4 ?«« of opW 
nioQ ^*^ that it is the true principle qq which so^ 

^f cicties of this natHire ahQuld Uer ce^titiited, in 
^ ond«p tOiJMrodpcc th^ir f^U eflfect," But^ diP- 

•Cerent opinions may be e!nte,rtained tipM .this 
pointy. a9 weU iipon coofiderations of a g^oeral 

.j^ature as frooi Jtiie local circunistancea of parti« 

.cular districts, we think it oar duty tQ report 
two instances in which this principle has beea 

departed from ; the first of whi/eh may beconsi* 

cdered a^ having; beea stampsed with the seal of 

-wperieace^ 

t The.a.ct»uat pi tte first is to be found in Mr. 
Ruggles'-s-4ist letter, and cannot be better stated 
than in his own word^ ; -* " la th^ 19th vpl^me 
** of the Annals of Agriculture ate the tales of a 
<< Friendly. S^Aietih. bstitutrd uadeit thfC pj^irooage 
^' of several gentlemen whom the poor of t& 

' * In his treatise upon the subject, an extract from) which 
fniybs found in the std vqIuibc oi the Aonah of Agricu^ 
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«* parish of Norfolk have the happiness to 
*^ call their neiglibours and friends ; which ruleH 
^ appear to be very well adapted to the purposes 
«* of such\Fr/>«^//; Scciettcs in general ; more e»* 
<^ pecially because the controul of them is by 
^« these rules invested in the gentlemen of opu* 
•< Icnce in the place, together with the clerg^jr- 
^< man ; and because the times of their meeting 
« at a public-house are restrained to the four 
«<<yuarters of the year and two feasts (pMsvbl;^ 
•< that might be better altered to one) instead of 
** obliging the members to meet monthly. The 
<< only article in which these rules appear<'to be 
<' materially deficient is, that the club does not 
** in any form of words declare the purposes of it$ 
** establishmeift, akhoiigh they may certainly be^ 
*« collected from the general body of the rules.'* 
Those who wish lo see a co{iy»of those rules, will 
find them detailed in the said letter, ' 

The second instance alluded to, is that of tK^ 
Cork Friendly Society, which seem to have been* 
drawn lip^witb great'care and consideration, and 
to be higWy deserving the attcI«ivcexanMnatit)rT 
of all persons whb may be disposed to prombte* 
the formation of Friendly Societies in this king-- 
dom, and are at the same time advocates for're* 
moving the principle of govcrnnaent from th» 
body itself; Ah eittracf from* their rules -is foi>' 
that purpose subjoined in the Appendix, No. 4. 

With respect to the third and last^head, • the 
provisions against imposition, abuse, and tl^e re-* 
gular payment of subscriptions; the importance 
(>f ail these essential points must r6feibly strike 
any |>erson iwho is disposed ' to ^bestoW' the least' 
thought upon the subject;: and though the inte- 
grity of thfe individuals concerned 'in the super-^^ 
imendenoe and. conduct, of the business of ^ 

^3 
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.society nratt in all cases be its best security, and 
the want of this essential requisite to the welfare 
ef every humai) institiHion* no contrivance or 
device ea^ coaipletel]^ sopply. We caimot hc]f 
€«rne»tly recomiDenmng lo tke attention of aK 
■such fts may be disposed to promote thei insdto* 
tion of Friifklly S»ciftm^ the adoption of all those 
controvls aod checks which experience has proved 
to be itefal in other cases; and thoiAgh the par>- 
tioilar mode and provbions by which' the senend 
object* may be most eftctually obtained must 
•depend on local circumstances, we venture te 
recommend the^rules and forms adcqpted for those 
purpose by the Cttstk E^m Fritrndly Smety^ te 
general eonsiderfttion. 

• To sueh at may wish to refer to it as a guidt 
in the three leading points before referred to, the 
following ifklex, by which ail the rules of the so- 
ciety are classed as they have reference to the 
ihree heads above referred ^ may be «sefuK 

' 'SeictioBS which rekte to benefits and to the 
proportion between subscription and benefit, are 
as follows:— Sec. 15, 16, 17, 18, 24, 25, 26, 32, 

Section* which relate to the admbsion of 
members, conduct of business, appointment of 
officers, and every thing relating to the orderly 
irunagemcnt of the intereal con*fcerns of the fco- 
eiety, are 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, lo, ra, 14, 20, 22, 23, 
27^ 28, 30, 3^7, 38, 39, 40y 41, 43, 4^ 

3d Sec. — Containing provisions for enforcing 
regular payment of subscriptions ; against iano- 
vafions and abuse; against impositions upon the 
society ; against peculation, embezzlement^ and 
oKisapplicauon of its fund, atkl a'gsumt fraudulent 



Digitized byCnOOQlG* 



FRIEHBI.V MOIETIES. ^t 

itlssoKitioiis of the society^ sec Se^. 4»9$ l^h ^Si 
19, 21, 26, 28, 29, 30. 

S6c» 31, 3:3^ and 42> are pf a local nature^ aod 
tbevefore <^iU6d« 

SECTiaK rv, 

yf View of soffie Ftiendly Societies that have hceff 
established in Ireland. 

Th^ Carlow Clnb^ instituted m 1769* 

Monthly subscription towards the general 
fiiod, 8</i«T-TQw^rdi exptnceS) i\d. 

Benefits, 5*. ^t—Bcd-tying pay, a/* 9</^-» 
Walking pay»—T— 

Th^ torme/ may be contiimed for six monchs* 
The latter for life, if the affliction so long conr 
tinucs, 

. Forty shillings arc allowed for the funeral ex- 
penccs of a tncmher or his wife ; and there is a 
general subscription of one shilling each by thf 
siirviyors^ on the 4eath of every member, which 
is paid to the widow or widower, or legal reprct 
•eatsitivc of the deceased, as the c^se niay be. 

The age of admiMion is fvom nineteen t0 
forty-three. 

, The club at present consists of ninety members* 
At one period, a few years fgo, it consisted of ^32* 
The number of mcnibcrs is limited to 150. Tbe 
funds have been higher than they are at present* 
, The Fraternal Uniotu instituted likewise at 
Carlow, It declared the accidehts to which wo 
are continually exposed, and the uiiwiUingness 
in the time of calamity aod distress to become a 
burthen to the community, as the principle of 
association ; and it confined the ballot for ad- 
mission of members to the Steward and Councily 
consisting of twelve. 

The subscriptions were is. id% entrance. 
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< 9|^. a month for the first year toward thegenev* 
ral fund. 

7^. ever after, aiid 3|rf. to general expences. 

Benefits 6s, jur week for six months ; 31. 
after; 405, for funerals, and a subscription of 
\5p ^\d, from each surviving nifcmbcr, to be paid 
%6 the widow of the deceased,. or the widowor dsi 
the loss of liis wife*. * ' 

This mortality-money (as it is caRed);. might 
be disposed of by will, by the rules of the clvrb^ 

The club was provided wiih a stock of funeral 
necessaries, such as scarfs, &c, which were f«r^ 
tiished to such members attending the funeral of a 
deceased member or his wife, as were unprovided, 
• The ages of admission in^ tki« club were from 
eighteen to forty-three. 

This club is no longer in existence ; and thougH 
its dissolution is more immediately to be attri- 
buted to the late unhappy rebellion, its allow^ 
ances seem to have been too liberal, and would 
probably have led to bankruptcy sooner or later^ 
if no other cafase had interrened,' 

Another club^ under the denomination of the 
••Friendly Union Club," was aiso established at 
Carlow in the year 1 777 ; but was dissolved about 
the same time as the former. 
. The capacity of earning 8i< a week was made 
a condition of admission into thi5'ciub;.and^ no 
ene could be admitted before eighteen or after 
forty-five. The regulatidns of both those clubs 
were in many respects much to be approved; bi|t 
the allowances in this^ as in the formenr^ were too 
liberal, and probablV' inconsistent: with perma- 
nence and stability, 

' • We arc inforftied by an intelligent gentleman, 
who has long resided at Carlow, that the- most 

* Tbe happiest consequences have been sometimes expe- 
rienced ft-cm tbc relief aftbrded by these fast obit subscfip-* 
Uoas. (SeeRepoit, No.. 3.) 



dbyGoOQie 



Fftl£lfOLY SOCIETIES. 35 

csseaiial .benefits w^re prdriuccd by these dabs 
daring th.cir contihxiaace. 

There was ^Iko a society of this nature esta- 
blished ajt Athy, in the cpunty of Kildare^ in the 
year 1789, under the denomination of ^' Tho 
*• Athy rarmers Friendly Union;" which prp^ 
daced duriug its contiBuance, the most benencial 
eiFects* Its dissolution^ like that pf the former^ 
af Carlow, was at least precipitated by thejato 
unhappy rebeUion. 

There are also several Friendly Societies now 
in existence in the city of Dublih* 

ist| The Friendly Brothers, or Staple Union^ 
instituted in 1790; rules confirmed in pursuance 
pf the act at sessions of 1 797* 

ad, The Amicable Society established;, an^ 
rules confirmed at messions in 1796* 

3d, ThQ Friendly Brothers ot the St, Audcoa'* 
Society. ' 

. A society upop the s^t^ie principle was iar 
stituted at CqIIoo, in the fi>(Aith of Ju<iei799t 
under the a)ispices of the Sp^a^erof th« House of 
Commons* We ooosidcr the institution of thi^ 
society as a valuable testioiony in favour of th^ 
general principle, and a declaration of high 
authority in favour of its application in this 
kingdom. i . < 

We observe with great pleasure a society of 
tl^e same nat^ire lately established at Efonny^ 
brook*. It h^s grown out of aa institution 
which hnd b^exi carried on tl>cre for several years, 
under the dcnortiination of "^The F riends ot In;. 
** dustry,** witli very great success; and has been 

• This account is extracted from a communicaition made to 
the Committee by the Rev. Gore Wood, Cumtc Assistant ' 6f 
DpDiiybrvoky to whose exertioas, t^nilDrmiy eoittiDU^ddurinff 
the whole time of the existence (teo y^ars) of the S^aey ^ 
the Friends of Industry in Donnybrbok, its past ben«ncial 
cfi*ect6, ,atHi their present exteo^on* tve are inforiaft<i| ire in a 
great measure to be imputed. ^ . » 
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productive of the mbst beneficial effects fo tfi^ 
labouring classes of that neighbourhood. The 
intelligent and active spirit that governed its 
operations, quickly perceived that all the valua^ 
ble purposes for which it wsrs originally founded,, 
miglu be considerably advanced by convening il 
into a Friendly , Sixiety ; and that, while the 
funds derived additional support from the coil- 
tributions of its industrious members, the per^ 
mancace of the institution would be secured, and 
habits of industry, oeconomy, and foresight, con- 
siikrably promoted. Having therefore previously 
adopted tne wise caution of consulting individ^ 
vally the. several persons who had before >re'< 
ceivcd relief, without any contrihutK)n*up©a theif 
part, and olitained their consent and approbation, 
the idea was carried into executionjndiciousiy 
Und promptly; and th^ Friends of industry at 
Donnybrook, from being an institution purely 
ic%aritaW^, is now a.Friendl'y Society^ consisting 
of honorary and beneiit^members*^ The former 
have very laudably resolved to attend the rocet*- 
ings of the society,^ and to- take a pa|t in the 
management o# its affairs in common tvith a 
committee of the Benefit-members. In this re* 
spect their example is highly deserving of imita- 
tion. They are, howcve*,.in this society se 
numerotiji, and^ their subscriptions' constitute so 
l^rge a proporrion of its fund^, that it may be 
-doubted" hoW far some of- the benefits which it 
holdi» out, could be afforded by one not in po9»- 
session of similar advantages *. 

The meetiiags^ef this 'S0ciet)% and also of the 
jCollon Society^ are held at the school-houses of 
CoUon and Donnybrook. 

If this custom were introduced universally, it 
tvouW' completely obviate every inconvenience 

♦- A copy of their rule* h printed, tnd sold tt Portcr^j^ 

Graftoa*streeu 
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^hat has ev^r been known to arise from these in«* 
^ritutioiis. 

Section V. 

Answer to some Objections whtch may %i urged 
against the Institution of Friendly Societies f ji«r- 
ticuiarly in this Kingdom. 

The first oUection that may be urged agaitjst 
the establisKroent of Friendly. Societies, is, 
/' That they have a tendency to promote dni||^ 
enness^ their meetings being generally held ara 
publiciousc.*** \ 

. In answer to this objection, it ipay be m^ 
KTved in tb« first place, that whenever dronlcen- 
aiess, or airy other species of intempci?ncc^ ts 
safFered to t;(ke pUcc at the meeting of a Friendly 
^Society, it is an abuse afistng from the ncj^- 
gencc of those officers whose mity it is to regcr* 
late^the conduct of the mcmjbers, and enforce 
"Obedience to the rules of the "Sockty, Tkit one 
of the fundftmenjtal principles of these instrtu- 
tions is, the exclusion of every species of excess ; 
and tliat a nrte, guarded with sufficient penalties, 
siioufld "be inserted in the cons^tutipn of every 
Fxiendly Society to prevent h. fiat, secondly, 
if in any district or among any class of men, the 
propensity to drunkenness should be.found to be 
'so strong, that no human precautions should be 
fivjfficietit to prevail against it, there is one infal- 
lible remedy — namefy, to exclude drinking from 
the ordinary meetings of business altogether, and 
to hold those meetings at some private house, or 
public building of the neighbouring town or vil- 
lage :— and we recommend the adoption of this 
precaution wherever it is practicable. — Sir 

F. Eden ( ist edit. 604) observes, " That he most 
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** hcartiljr concun^m" op'mion with those wdteii 
*^ who think that clubs would be more beDeii*- 
«* cial if the subscribers contributed the whole of 
•* what they could spare from their weekly earn- 
** ings lo form a fund, from which they might 
'** receive a proportionable benefit, instead of 
** paying perhaps u. .per month to the box, and 
** 2a. or 3^. moFC to be expended in ale ;" and 
thongh'hc fiecms to cxprc3S.a doubt* ** wt^tber, if 
'*f the members were proI}ibited trom tippling 
'*^ at the. ale-house on their club -nights, dicy 
•* could be prevailed on to subscribe, at all^ 
there does not seem to be any sufficient groun<l$ 
jEbr entertaipij:^ such an'^prefie^fon. \ , - ' 
In the CoUonand Donnybrook Societies, thfi 
advantages of which the people axe,, as ^we arle 
.informed,' fully sensible/of^ the nieetlngs ane 
Jbeld at th^ school-h^us^s of Cpllon and Donnj* 
J^rooki, as .has. been already noticed* -^ In the 
Cork. Society there are np rqcetings of the ,g6- 
!|jcral mpmhers at all j and In .'that of Norfolk, 
.already stat^d^ only four in the year ; and we dp 
.not find that objections, have been made to sub- 
scribing.to, th^ nind&pf any^of thpsc, institutions 
on this account. Besicle^, it is* wor^iv of ob- 
servatiop, that th(Keinstitutions,have. almost uni- 
versally pr'^iA^tecl 'among the Ipoor themselves 
(preface to xst voU Sir F. Edetj), and verjj pro- 
.bably ha.vc be^ the growth of convivial meetings 
in times, of great simplicity (for their antiquity 
is fully established);, and though this considera- 
tion may. furnish an argument for preserving 
some decree of well regulated conviyiality In 
the constitution of every Friendly Society, it 
cannot fail to sugpest the practicaoility of pro- 
vidjpg against all xhe abuses that may be con- 
oected with it, when they come recommended 
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to the adoption of the poor in the first rnstaaacc, 
by a lair representation of the advantagles to be 
expected from them^ and supported by the in* 
iiuence and liberality of an enlightened patron. 

Another objection may be, and has been made 
to them, ** That i they may be applied to bad, 
** seditious, and turbulent purposes." This hb- 
jection^lias btcn insisted on as haVii^pdiftuliar 
force when applied to this country. 

Mr; Ril^les' (in his 40th letter) enters ittb an 
tKtMiiiiation of this objectioa, and. admits thm 
<6me svch abuses may be fDund to have cKist^ 
4diongjchAmeymefi in populous cities and towns, 
hot rtiever' among tabourersr in husbaBdry.[ * B\it 
^6b8erves, with great justice^that sucbtfstaoces 
onfly^cv^ an abuse; "riiatthey ardlby no mama 
a' natural conseqiiuence foltovying froi^ ail'i^btjuie 
of chose societies; and.it rtiayte fairly added, 
^U they may be» in all cases, effectually. guarded 
^gi^'nst by a very:moclerate degree of vigUance 
^ the part of the netghboarJiig miaginrates or 
Chfc' honorary members of tih© 'sbcitty ; for it 
tliNyuldbeTeniembered, ^ Thateby)tbc cpnstitu- 
" tioft of i every Friendly S6ciety, .thee tiaae^and 
*<(^ce of tneeting is ^xed,. and most he noto- 
**^'riotis; that they can furnish/ no pretdncefor 
^* inteting at any bther time or place ; ;iior afford 
^^'thp smallest d^rce of protect^n to meetings 
"^V^rf*-* elandestine nature." And'if. the •^la- 
norary members of those societies' wxmkL.maise 
it a rttle' among themselves to atteind alter- 
'ffatelyi at -all meetings of businets, and occa^ 
lidnally- at meetings of conviviality*, such a 
l^actice, /which ^x>uid rcGuirc a very small por- 
tion of any gentleman's time, and be consistent 
with' a Kfe of the greatest^ business, would . not 
only be a complete preservation against every 
♦ See note on the i«t ch. of this Report, 

D 
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*afoi»e .that has hitherto been experienced U 
FricTidly Societies, but necessarily lead to 'fur- 
'ther conseqaences of the luost extensive and be- 
neficial ilaturc* 

Ejection VI. 

• i fOm tift differ§nt Kinds ofTriendty Societies. 

"Tic frequent illnesses to vidiich the female sex 
'»mrt &ubi«ct, .particularly their lyings-ie, ha^ 
excluded 4hem in ^general from the benefits -of 
j'^riendly Societies. Thi« relief however ba^ 
in mm^ snstances in<Great Britain, been m^de 
the obfsot 'of adistinot instkutioo. We recom- 
tmend die following exttaat» from a Treatise of the 
jRevi Mn; Cowes,>to Ac .attention of our readers; 

•** iBafore I conclude, it may be proper to 
•oiFer a few remarkson Female Retufit'-clMbsm, All 
my observations confirm me in my opinion, that« 
in tenderness and beoevplence* in sensibility and 
attachment, in parental afiection and solicitndei 
-in delicacy of sauiment and purity of conduct, 
in Qecoilomy, and the conscientious discharge of 
all the functions of a quiet, a virtuous, and a 
pious life ; in all these important respects, the 
^female character is, in general, peculiarly amia- 
ble and praiseworthy; and it rarely happens 
thiat a family falls into embarrassments through 
ithe misconduct of the mother. « 

Th^ «ba&ine68 of female societies, is generally 
conducted by rples, in most respects, similar to 
abdse in chifos for imen. A female club, formed 
on the following .payments and allowances in 
cases afillness,tn)rght be extremely useful among 
the poor, and would prohablj flourish ; especially 
under the patronage and inspection of any lady 
^f distinctian. The ;^ of admission to be 
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heVs^tn eighteen and forty ; every sul^^criber; 
«ndcr twenty-five years of age, to p«iy if. of 
eatrance-iiloncy ; from * twenty-five to thirty 
yczts of age, to pay 2J. 6rf. ; and from thirty to 
forty^ to pay y. besides 6rf. for the articles: td 
«icct once a month; and each member to con- 
tribute td. to the fund t after subscribing a 
y^ar, to receive an allowance of y. a week, 
during the first three months illness ; 2S. bd. a 
week, during' the next three months illness; and 
AJk a week afterward s» while a member is con- 
fined to her room, and is- wholly disabled from 
any kind of work.— Every free iirember, on her 
lying-in, to receive lo*-. 6d, ; and each member 
to pav 2d. tolhe fund. On the death of a free 
memper, 2/. to be allowed towards the funeral- 
expences, each member contributing 6^.: whca 
the fund is at any time less than 50/. every 
member to pay 6d, a quarter extra into the box. 
•— Womcns earnings are, in general, so tinall, 
that it will be found necessary to make the 
monthly payments thus moderate ; and, as they 
are more liable to sickness than men, their dc- 
^mands on the club must br proportionably les- 
sened* 

In evei-y female* club, the following rule 
should be established and adhered to :—** Th^at 
^ if any single or unmarried woman should lead^ 
*^ an idle profligate life, or be with child, while 
^* she belongs to the society, she shall be cx- 
** pelled.** Such a regulat^pn- tends to promote 
chastity, and to discountenance immorality and' 
dissoluteness of manners, 

Some^ female societies give no allowance- 
to^ any member during the time of her jpregr 
nancy, nor. for a month after she is eonnne^»- 
I own, I do not entirely approve of the princi** 
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pies oa "which such a society seenos to be rpsti* 
tuted ; but it gives me sin opfortoniiy of sug'^ 
gesting a in€thod> by which poor married womco 
may derive great comfort and relief, at a season 
too when they are exposed to considerable ex- 
pence, and require peculiar assistance. I shall 
not, therefore, from motives of false delicacy, 
scruple to mention it, but shall readily sacrifice 
inferior considerations to the desire of alleviating 
human misery. Let ladies, then, either lend 
them childbed-linen during the month In which 
they are confined, or, let them supply ^ them 
with any old linen, with which they may beablo 
to accommodate them:, and let them extend 
to them that pecuniary aid wiiich they may then 
require, and those necessaries and comforts from 
which, otherwise, they must be precluded*. 

I have oiten heard the poor speak of this kind 
of benevolence as being singularly useff*! ; and 
have frequently been told that their cronciition, 
from being miserable to the last degree, was fcn* 
dered comfortable by this timely and judicious 
relief. It is^ therefore^ with pecular pleasure 
that this mode of charity is recommended to the 
attention of those whose feelings of sympathy 

* I rmist here be permitted, to meoticn a similar method, 
which has proved 6xtreai«ly beneficial to the objects whom k 
is intended to relieve, and might be rendered extensively use?- 
ful. A sufficient, quantity of linen is purchased and lent to 
each poor married woman during her lying<»in $ and about 
halfa-f guinea is given totv/rds defraying her expenoes. The 
ftind by which tbis institucioa is su{^rte<i, it nk^ by a 
subscription of 6j 6// per quarts ^ on adraissioa* each sub- 
scriber pays ^s for the purchase o£ linen , and one quarter in 
avivance ; and any poor inhabitant becomes an object of relief, 
whether a parishioaer or not :->-so that » ly!Dg-i» cbaiify of 
this sort Qfiay be ea^y^«st«biished ia any f«nsh» and sfobcks 
the atteniioa of the beaeyoleat. . 
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are ever ready to commnerate the distresses, and 
mitigate the hardships of their felJow-creaturcs. 
In such employments^ so congenial to the natu* 
ral tenderness and sensibility of tht softer sex, 
female worth and- excellence " have," in part, 
** their reward*' in the present sympathetic feel- 
ings of their nature; -but a greater and a better' 
is prepared for them in that future state, where 
the giving of " a cup of water*'* (the sHghtcst 
kin4 office rendered to suffering humanity;; will 
neither be forgotten nor unrewarded; 

An example of an institution similar to thaf 
recommended by Mr. Cowes, will be found in" 
the 8th Report of the London Society for better- 
ing the Condition of the P6or, &c. No. 46; and 
in No. 47 of the same publication, dn account- 
of a Sunday Friendly Society for the Aged Poor, 
will be found; to which we beg leave- to refer the. 
reader. 

* St..Matth. X. 42.. , 
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No. n. 

Doctor Price^s Tables. 

TABLE I. 

Shewing the Weekly Attowanoes during Incapacities 
of Labour produced by Sickiuoss or Accidents ; and 
the corresponding Weekly Contribution^ necessary 
to entitle Persons to those Allowances* 

N. B. The A|es ia this and the following Tables, are 
th« Agtt tt Admrction ; and the Co«tributioD» at Admis«oa 
are reckonfid to co|Hiaue invariabte tilithcy cQ»$aat Axty-five. 



Weekly Contributions. 


8 = 


r^.. • • • • , g, 


Oi o. o» f^ .*^, w*;* »o to ^ ^ tv. 
MH laH laH «aH MlM • 


Under jt 




From 
3* to 43 


^^^Oi^^^^J^^^'^'^ 


From 
43 to 51 


' o<ooo^^o>o».^C3io^^ 1 From 

k3H^*M»|H -►-♦►••K |9H«»»u,>)M > j 511058 


-co6ooooo6o*» 

<^ — <5 00--J 0> Ot .^ 0^ K^ ^ 


From 
59 to 64 


Weekly Allowances. 




^><R.|-^^.<^3s.«^? 


^*- — 00000000 

. ^ ^ ^ N 

'fx KD 00 0> •^ to CO O) .f^ . 


fied-Iying 
Pay. 


toZo^<»OOiO»*.<^IO^ 


Walking 
Pay, 
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Sufifiosithns on which this Table is formed. 

First y That ia societies consisting of persons 
under thirty-two years of age, a fortv-eighth 
part of them will be always in ^ sts^e or incapa- 
citation by illness and accidents ; and therefore 
entitled to allowances proportioned to their con- 
triV«mons« Various reasons, and particularly the 
experience of friendly clubs, determine me to 
believe thjat the proportion of the sick to the well 
in such a society wiU not be so great ai this, and 
consequcntlv that a weekly allowance during 
sickness vvill be more than supported by weekly 
cofttribution3 np^ exceeding a forty-eighth part 
of that alk>wance. 

^econdhi It is siypppsed that from the age of 
thirty-two to forty-two, this proportion increases 
to one quarter more than a forty*eighth part; 
from forty*threc to fifty-one to one-half more ; 
from fifty-two to fifty-eight to three quarters 
more ; and from fifty-nine to fixty-four to do^- 
ble^ The reason of assuming this rate of in- 
crease is, that the probability of the duration of 
human life decreases after thirty nearly in this 
manner, or so that a person of the age of sixty 
has but half the ptobability of living anv givqn 
time thai a person at t|iirty-tv^'o has, and conse- 
quently must be the^ doubly subject to the 
Causes thai produce sickness and mortality. 
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TJBLE II. 

Shewing the Weekly Allowances to Persons in Old 
Age after 65 and 70; and -^ the corresponding' 
l^ekly Contribotions in Early Life necessary to 
liupport those Allowances. 
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TaHe //• continued. 



Class 


Class 


Class 


Class 


Class 


Class 


Class 


V. 


^ 


V^I. 


VII. 


VIII. 


IX. 


X. 


XI. 


/. d. 


/, 


d 


/. d 


s, d. 


./. J. 


/. <l. 


/. </. 


O 3 





Ji 


4 


4* 
6i 


s 


5§ 


6 


31 





5 


6i 
l\ 


6* 


0- 7i 


d| 





5i 


6 


6} 


si 

91 


9 





6i 


7 


li 


»t 
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6 


.0 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


t 


6i 





7* 


9 


lOj 


114 


I Oi 


1 »i 


7* 





S! 


10 


Hi 

1 0} 


1 o| 


I 11 


I 3 


8{ 





11 


1 ll 


I Si 


1 4i 


|0 9 





lOj 


I 


1 li 


1 3 


1 ^ 


1 6 


O 91 


p 


nt 


I t 


1 2! 


1, 44 


I Si 


I 7i 


21^ 




?} 


1 a 


I 31 


1 54 


1 7| 


1 9 




1 3 


1 4 


1 6* 


1 8t 


1 JOj 


' 1 




2 


I 4 


1 6 


I 8 


1 10 


2 


I 01 




a-l 


1 5 


X 7i 


1 9i 


1 lU 


2 4 


1 I^ 




3i 


1 6 


I H 


1 loi 


2 Oj 


2 S 


1 2| 




4J 


1 7 


1 n 


1 114 


2 2i 


2 4| 


I 3 
I 4i 


il 


?l 


1 8 
I 10 


1 U)i 

2 Oi 


2 1 
2 35 


2 31 

2 ^ 


2 6 
2 9 


,1 6 




9 
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2 3, 


2 6 


2 9 


3 


I io| 




10} 


2 2 


2 4J 


2 sA 


2 IH 


3 3 
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2i 


2 6 


2 9i 


3 l| 


3 5i 


3 9 


2 l| 
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5} 


2 10 
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3 el 


3 lOJ 
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2 4I 
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3 2 
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3 111 


4 4i 


4 9 


^2 7| 


3- 


3 6 
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4 4| 

5 9| 
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5 3 
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4^ 


4 10 


5 3i 


6 3^ 


6 9 
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Table II. continued^ 



Claisr. 
IL 
III. 
IV. 
V. 
VI. 
VII. 
VIII. 
IX. 
X. 
XL 



After 65. 



2 



S 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
II 



12 



After 70. 



4 
6 
8 
10 O 
12 
14 
16 

18 

1 
1 2 
1 4 



'\, 
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(*) The weekly contributions in the first class, 

"which are equivalent to the weekly all^wanpes after 

-^5 and 70 in the same class, have been computed by 

Dr. Price for all the intermediate ages betvieen 50 

and 65 i and are as follow : — 



Age, 



51 
52 
53 
54 
55 



Weekly 
Conmbucion. 



Z. 

1 



1 01 



2 

1 3i 
1 5i 

1 a* 



Age, 



Weekly 

Contribution. 



56 
57 
58 
59 
60 




Age. 



Weekly 
ComributMB. 



61 
^2 
63 
64 



L. J. J. 

6 

8 O^ 

12 i6 

1 5 p 



From these sums the weekly contributions in, the 
other ten classes may be easily obtained ; but it will 
be seldpm necessary to have recpurse to them^ fo>r at 
a period of life $0 far advanced, the weekly coritri- 
butions become m high in those classes, as to reader 
it almost impossible for the laboui'iDg poor to bay 
^hem> • £«• 
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TABLE III. 

Shewing the W«ekly Allowances dnring Sicknfess and 
Old Age,, and the corresponding Weekly Contri* 
buttons for supporting those Allowances; bei^i 
Tallc I. itnd IL combmeiL 
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Class 


Class ^ 
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s. d. 
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41 
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4i 
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5 


6| 
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5i 


6| 

,0 71 




27 & 28 


3 


4i 

6 4| 


6* 




2}^ & 30 


3i 


6| 


8* 


1 


,31 


.3| 


0' ^1 


7 


8i 


\i: 


52 


H 


a ^1 


6 7i 


9i 


33 


4 


6 


8 


10 


13 


• 34 


41 


61 


-81 


10| 


' s 


35 


4j 


6i 


9 


\\\ 


1 


56 


4| 


7i 


9X 


Hi 


3 


37 


5 


7| 


10 


i oi 


f' 


38 


5 


7i 


101 


1 li 


c 


39 


;jf 


8i 


11 


1 U 


.u 


40 


5| 


Sf 


Q 14 


1 21 


>•, 


41 


6 


9 


1 


1 3 


3 


42. 


6f 


9i 


r 1 


\ 4j 


V 


43 


7 


10^ 
Hi 


1 2 


1 55 


^ 


44 


7^ 


1 3 


1 6i 




• 45 


8 


1 


1 4 


1 8 




46 


9 


1 H 


1 6 


11 01 




47 


10 


I 3 


I 8 


2 1 




48 


11 


I 41 


1 10 


2 3^ 




49 


I 


1 6 


2 


2 6 


\ 


50 


1 1 


1 H 


2 ^ 2 11 
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TABLE Ilh centimted. 



Class f 


Class 


Class 


Class 


■ bass 


Class 


Class 


y, ; 


VI. 


. VII. 


VIII. 


IX. 


X. 


XL 


/. J. 


s. d. 


/. d. 


/. 1/. 


/. i. 


i. ^. 


/. J. 


6 


7 


8 


9 


TO 


tl 


1 


ej 


ft 71 


9 


lOj 


11* 


I OJ 


1 H 


7^ 


8J 


10 
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I O5 


1 U 


1 3 1 


8:: 


n 
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1 0^ 


1 if 


I -3? 


I 41 


0. <9 


io| 
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TABLE IF. 

Shewing the Fines, or Coiliposition-Klone\% payable 
at Admission by the Contributors m the First 'Cla^s 
who have commenced their Cfontri but ions at Ages 
above 21, and who may prefer the Payment of a 
Fine to an Increase of Weekly Contribution, on 

^ Acco\mt of the Excess of Iheir Aees^ above 21. ^ 
spedified in Table rif. 

N.B. The Sums in the following. Tabic arc aho the Sut^ 
payable at Removals to Contributors, who, at Admission, 
paid Fines in lieu of an Increase of Weekly Coniribution. 
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jihridgement of the Rules and Regulations of 
"" the Castle Eden Friendly Society^. 

WHEREAS by an act of parliament tn^ic in 
the 36th year of the reign of his Ma^ty King 
George III. entitled, *^ An Act for the Encou- 
" ragement and Relief of Friendly Socioties,** it 
IS enacted fhere the section ^f the act which aU'* 
thorizes any number ofjunons to form societies^ ii$. 
is recited) 

. • An account of this society coiistitutcs the ist Number . 
of the Reports of the TJritish Society, *' for bettering the 
•' Condition, and increasing the Con;\forts of the Poor ;" and 
its rules have l)een printed at the request of the Jaet -Mention- 
ed society, as a guide ** tp sucTi persons as are desirous of 
" forming Friendly Societies on prudent and equitable terms." 
(See 1 St vol. Reports of Britisli Society, p. i, itote.) The 
quantum of subscription and allowance may not be .generally- 
applicable to the circUmstandes of this couhtfy ; and the pro- 
portioh between subsctiption and aUowanoe must be alway*$ 
governed by attention to the circumstances and fociil situa- 
tiqn of- the strbscWber*. Bv* ih carrying into exccvition the 
principles recommended in the foregoing report^'it may be 
useful to have a selection of such forms as may be aecessary 
to/resort to for the purpose. 

It is by no meani tfoncdiverf ^^ that they contain every 
" provision that may be n<:ocssary for the regulation of a 
" Friebdty Socfiety, under all ciftitraitantei; or that every 
** thin| they 'ddntlin ihould be indlscritnkiately, or without 
*' due exaniinatit)n and attention to principles, irfdopted.^ 
They fere aierely putj f^waW to assist in point of fcjrm, anA 
as containing Tfothing! that niajr itt)^ j^iA.6ut <teo attkntioil to 
local circumvtances} be safely ii^itaUd. 
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FRIEKPLY SOCIETIES. 53 

And whereas many persons resident In the 
parishes of having agreed to form 

themselves into such a society, under the name 
and tkle of the , did meet at 

in the parish aforesaid, on the 
day of in the year 

for the purpose of establishing the said society ; 
at which time' and place the following rcsofo* 
lions and rules were proposed and agreed upon ; 
that is to say, 

a. That > &c. (here the names of such 

persons as are fixed upon for the purpose^ 
are recited)' %\i2!A \it% and they are here- ">«««««• 
by appointed trustees for the funds of the said 
society, as hereinafter mentioned. 

3.. That shall be, 

and he is hereby appointed steward ' c ^ 
thereof. '^^^"^ '" 

4* That {here the names of twelve of 

the principal yeomen) and all persons 
becoming honorary members of this ^^'^^o^'- 
society, shall be, and they are hereby appointed 
directors of the said society, whose office and 
duty are hereinafter defined *. 

^, No person to. be a director longer than he 
resides in the paribh. 



♦ The twelve directors are chosen ourofthte most rcjpccr- 
able men in the neighbourhood thatwill tzrke-the trouble of 
acting i and^ are intend^ as a check* on the committee and 
rnembcrs misapplying the funds; for without a check of 
this kind, members c? societies are ofren inclined to divide the 
money when the society grows rich. An instance is stated 
by Sir Frederick Eden, m his account of Petersfieid,' vol. li. 
p* 423. in which he saysj " There are twelve ale-houses ia 

E3 
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6. That {HieYe jhe wafnes of tibelve 

substantial members of the society ate 
Committer. ^^^^^> .gbJ^n fe^, andih^y afc hefeb^ 
, appai»t€<l a committee for the pai^&fcc here- 
inafter tneiHibned, imd to t^iMlAM in office 
until {either for one or iU^ ye^rs as may be^p^t^d 
oH). 

?• That Mr. shfeU be* and he is 

^ hereby appointed tteascirer of the 

re surer. gQ^,j[^jy *^ 

8. That^ and shall 

p, , be, arid they afe lKTrf3?Jr apfKHnf^ 

"*'*• clerks of the 8o<?k*y» 
. 9. Th»t the steward) drfeetdrs^ atid com- 
mittee for the liitne b^ing, shall havb 
Pdwerto power, from time to time, to jis- 
frcaiuw P^^^^ *"^ te<i»i6>e the trcasuTlBr »fld 
and clerks, clerks for the lime being, and to ap- 
point pthtfi's in the room of such of 
them as shall be so removed, or ^hatl vacate <Ar 
die. 



** this parish, but no Friendly S6ciecy. Two txisted w>ine 
" time ^o ; but as soon as the stock amounted to a few 
** hundreds, the clubs were dissolved/s^nd the money divided 
.«* anMj^gst the members ;" and few will be incihied to be- 
come benefactors or honorar/ members, unless they have i 
security Vor the due and permanent application of their dona* 
tions. iJiy having a board of.controitl, and ii(nic«d> «fi in the 
19th and i^ist articles of this society^ the men>bers are-pre* 
Vented from making any sucb misappiication«» or aiteriug the 
rules without ;duex:onsiaeration. 

*fhe propriety of check and coHtroul is acknowledged-^ but it 
.!eer}n to be morfi jimple to *vest this controlling power in the 
ifuUces. " ' 

* la many societies it wo; Id be adviieable to have, two 
treasurers. 



/ 
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i6. TKat tti« steward, <Hi*ec^ots, cdmrtiktce, 
treasurer, afni clerks, he're^by aj^- „, 
pofn«<^/%tiaintiefc't At t!kt hohit if ^?^^°»«^- 
, ot- ttl86frte 6ther <roA . 

^tnfeift *to«ttde Jrv t4VB parish 6f , dn 

^hc ft)«Mh Siturvky after th^se rules, brders, nttd 
regulations shall be allowed and confirmed by 
tSife justices of the peace, at the g^eneral quarter- 
sessions of the peace (as directed by the said act 
of parliament) between the. hours of four and 
»ix o'clock in the afternoon, then and there to. 
.qualify as hereinafter mtntioned, and to admit 

' as members tJic persons whose names are here- 
untp subscribed, and such other persons as they 
may think proper. 

-11. That the 'said trcftsutet, and all stich tfea-^ 
usurer or. treasurers as shall hereafter xreasurcJ - 
be appointed, before he and they togiy«se.«< 

.take upon him or them such office, curity. 
shall becohife bound with sufficient 
sureties, for thtt faithful execution of such offic^^ 
and for rendering a true account of all receipts^ 
payments, &c. according to the rules of thit^iso^ 
cifety, in such penal sum or sums of moiiev is 
by the steward, directors, atid coiii[rti?ttc^ shatl, 
frotn time to time, be thought expedient; "and , 
that all such bond or bonds, to be given by and 
on the behalf of such treasurer or treasuvek^, 
shall be given to the clerf; of the. peace fcyr'tHe 
county of ' , fot the time bdng, 

for the use of this society.* 



* Form of Bond, " Knbw all men by these presents, tbat 
** we, - are held and firmly bpufld 

" to of Efq. clerk of the peace for the » 

** county of in the penal sum of two hundred poi^nds, 

*^ of £ood and lawful money of Great Britain, to bt paid to 
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12* That the steward, directors, committee^ 

MoruUv treasurer, and clerks, or so many of 

'meetings, them as can conveniently attend, shall 

meet on the fourth Saturday next 

.s^terthe first meeting, between the hours of six 

and seren o*ck>ck in the eveniDg, at spme conve- 

* the said or his successors, or to his or their certain 

" attorney, executors, administrators, or assigns : for which 
•• payment to be well and truly made, we bind ourselves 
** jointly and severally, our respective heirs, executors, aad 
** administrators, firmly by these presents. Sealed with our 
«' sea|s, dated this day of ia the 

« year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, 
" ** by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
^ king, defender of tiie fsrith, and so forth, and in the year 
** of our Lord 

. **■ Whereas the above bounden hath been dulv elected 

** and appointed treasurer of and for the society called the 

^ Society, in the said county, lately established, under 

** the authority of an act of parlianoent passed ih the thirty* 

** sixth year of the reign of his present Majesty, tntitulcxl, 

** An Act for tht Encouragement and Relief of Friendly So- 

y* xieties ;" The condition, therefore, of the above- writtca 

'** obligation it such, that if the said his executors and 

' ** administrators do and shall, from time to time, and at all 

- ** times hereafter, upon demand, made fn pursuance of any 

: ^ order by the said society, or any committee apfi^inted by 

*< them for that purpose, render a just and true account of 

<< aH his receipts, payments, and transactions relative to the 

'< said society, and from time to time, 6n the like demand, 

' ** pay over all the monies remaining in his or their hands^ or 

, ** custody, to any future treasurer or treasurers to be appointed 

: " by the. said society, or to such other person or persons as 

*' such society shall appoint $ ^ind if the said shall and 

* ^^ do from time to time, and at all times hereafter, in all 

'< other respects ^ell and £aithfully execute the ofHcc of trea* 

'' surer of and for the said society, pursuaift to the rules, or* 

«• ders, and regulations thereof for the time being, and in all 

' ** nlatters lawful, pay obedience to the same, theii the ab^Ve- 

« wrhten obligation shall be voi J ; otherwise the same shall 

#< be and remain in full force and virtue. 

**' Signed, sealed, and delivered; in the prefence of as, 
. \ '« R. W, " G.T. (P.S.) 

<• J. A. *« T.T. (P.S.) 

« W.l. (P. S.)** 



HhvCoooiq^ 



nient house rti tire parish of * , and so shall 
continnfe 'to meet from time to titnc 'on every 
fourth Saturday from the time of such meeting 
(tki day-viDnth after^ br f/ie day'three-tnofiihs after^ 
as may be settled) to rective the monthly or other 
payments and tontritutions, tb admit new meih-* 
' bera, and transact the other business of the so- 
ciety : at which tneetings the members names 
shall be called over as they stand in the entry-- 
book; and each members contributions and 
fines shall ht paid to the treasuteror his -deputy ; 
and -if not tJicn paJd, %\ic)\ mertber'sh^ll incur 
the penalty or forfeiture hcreirfafter mentioned. 
lAfter aH the membdrS names "shrfll h^vc been 
called over, if any member have any person to 
propose as a nev<r member^ or any matter to sub*- 
ftiit to the * consideration of 'the society, he shall 
stand irp and address himself to the i^eward ; aftef 
which the steward shall pti'rthe matter to'vote^ 
ank if seven of 'tire tomrhittee shall Vote in favour 
Of thepropositibn, the sam6 bein^ then afifiraiuJ 
^f hy the steward and three or more of' the diyeeiors 
present^ the person proposed shdlt^bfe elected a 
niember, or the matter proposed shall become 
binding tb the society iis tht act of the. meeting ; 
imd as well in the election ttf meiTtbers as upon 
^11 other occasions, seven balls of the committee, 
with the subsequent coflSent of the steward and 
three of the directors at the least, shall be tftk^d 
and deemed to be the act of the society at larg6« 
^ifid^be binding upon every member thereof : an4 
all resolution* of the society shalPbe eotered in 
the order-book, and be signed by- the steward^ 
three of thfe dire^ctors, arid 'Seveh of the fcom- 
"^ittee at th6 least; btit nothrng which s^haljl 
alter, y^oOit^. pr 'rescind ^'qy of these resoluiiphi^ 
shall lie resolved or agreed upon 'at any monthly 



d by Google 



5a AfP;END!X. 

meeting, but onlv at the aoDual meeting. And 
so soon as all the ousiness of each monthly meet- 
ing shall be finished, the books shall be closed 
and locked up in a chest to be provided for that 
purpose, which shall not be opened again till the 
next monthly ineeting« Whenever the steward 
cannot attend the meetings, he shall send his key 
to one of the clerks, who shall officiate ia his 
ftead. 

Steward. '3- That no person shall be capa- 

Whouca- l>lc of acting as steward or director, 
pableofacr- or as one of the committee, until he 
ing as such. ghalL make and sign a declaration 
tliat he will in all things faithfully execute the 
several trusts and powers committed to him by 
the rules, orders, and regulations of this society * ; 
neither shall any person be capable of acting a( 
steward* unless be be a member of this society, 
and reside in the parish of — — • . 
. . X4» That in case the sieward^ for 

mewlrf' the time being, or any of the Jirec^ 
•tewardi ^^h ov committee^ shall die, refuse to 
directors, act, or vacate their offices by remov- 
and com. jq^ q^i q{ the said parishes,^ or other* 
tnince. • wise, then, and in every such case, 
the survivors of the steward, directors, and 

' *. The declarations are printed in a book/ and are to the 

following effect : " in the pariah of . 

*f do hereby most solemnly promise and declare, that I will 

^' in all things well and faithfully execute the several trusts 

'* and powers committed to me, as of the 

** Friend ry Society, by the resolutions, rules, or^ffrs^ and 

** regulations of diat society, according to the true intent 

f* and meaning thereof i and that I will jioc M any time or 

^< times hereaner give my consent to any new. resolution, 

<>< rule, order, or regulation, to alter the whole or any part 

** JOT parts of' the pretent 'resolutions, niks, ocden, or »• 
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comfnlttec, as the case shall be^ shall, at the next 
monthly meeting of this society, after such death, 
refusal to act, vacating the office, or otherwise* 
appoint a general meeting of the members to be 
holden at The then next monthly meeting, for 
the {>urpose of appointing others to fill such va« 
canciesy aird so, from time to time, upon every 
subsequenr vacancy. And if any office be va* 
cated after the ist day of Koveipber in any year^ 
then and in such case the appointment shall be 
referred to' the next yearly meeting, . At all elec?* 
tions the steward and committee shall be eA« 
titled to v<ltc as members of this society; and ia 
case of aif equality of votes, the steward shall 
have and elcercise a casting vote* 

151 Tbsct the funds of this society j^^„^jy 
shall be in the nature of shares amongst Contriba* 
its tnemberS for the time being; and the tions. 
sums to b^ ceitttibuted and pkid by 
each mefldber for or ip respect of each stable 
share in the said society, shall be after tlie tol- 
lowing rate; that is to say,— « 

If the member be under 2a years of age x. d. 

when admitted, he shall pay per month 1 .0 

If above 2Zf and under 23 years ^ - ? Of 

If abo^e 23^ and undev M y^surs ** 11 

If above 24, ndnnder a< ycaia - ^ 'i 

If above 25, ahd under 26 years -• - ». 2 * 

If ahove 26, and un^er 27 years - i 2j 

If above 27, and under 28 years - 1 j 

*' gulations, unless I shall belJeve such alteration or altera- 
•* Sons to be for the benefit of the whole of th« merohers of 
•• the said society. _ _ 

•* Th« above declaration was inadl and signed by the said 
*• B. C, the day of ^ ia the pffesenti^ of 






If abov« 289 and under 29 years pcrinop. 1 

If above 2% and under 30 years 

If above 3Q» ajid uivier 31 years 

If above 31^ apd under 32 years 

If above 3Z,,and under 23| years 

If above 33, and rvD^qr 34 jcaip -» 

If above 34, and iwid|;r « y^i^j:^ 

If above jc, and \w^^ 3a yc^rs 

If above 30, and under 47.ye^rs r 

If above 57> swul ^Pjicr 38 years 

If ahovc 38^ and undcf 39 j^ar^ «i 

Jf abovp 39f a^d under 49 ycais .^, 
f abovfe 40^ and undeir ,4^, ycs^^ . Tt 
If above 41, and ugdcx 42 y^t^,.; - ^' 
If above 4:^^ an4 vjndcr 43 ycafs * ^ 
If above ^3, and under 44 yeAf« ^, .7 < 
If above 44^ and undex 4^ ys^; . " 
If above 45, ^^ nq4^ 4A^JWftKo .'^I 

tnav take arid pay for as qi^g^j^^a}]^ a&)i^ f4?f^^^ 
ana shall be entitled to a proportionate relieft as 
iKreiQafu^r roentiowd *. . 

* This and the comppsi^i^p-t^t)!^ j^, the nep^ article 2^ 
fanned from Dr. Prfce^ oomputatiotji^, ^whrch \^eiV m^e,^ 
the request of-the coiiHiikl^^ Ibe^Iitti:^:^ (^0^6^ Sbt 
^Ipp. b Rev. Saymeqtsi;v<|).;3ik fio4mHMI' .Q^hwi^rftc^ 
ai:^ mqre in f^your of t)i; y]^ thajp yi^njg^emb^rsy ;U ^i^( 
^cess^ry to keep the^ P9^jp^Cs.ror old meg as Ipw.as bos^ 
Sic, to induce them to enler (for if tfie^^Vefc to contrit)ut^ 
a<ICordllig to Dr. Price's tablet, vcFy few ^wouid'becoitfffftieni* 
bers) yet, upon the whole the funds are not injured, but ra* 
tber incrAai^d, ihfr^ b«ing mt>v4 ytmiQ w^^ tdmiuM' tbau 
^« Th«coin{>fisit<«9Mabit^ £pr pl^9igt$, i^ qaiicbb lew^.tjban 
Dr. Price's, notwithstanding which very .£g|W b#t^ ^yaUcd 
thems^MejIiO^ the advantage. The object in framing the 
<pastU £dcn; ta^t^i vf^ to make . th« inof^li^ c^Btnbptions 
fulfy qguat I^4>^d.i6bursements,,9nd tp induce pffi^j^pf^eU 
ages, under forty-six, to become members, without calculate 
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'- lA, Thatif »ny pers^pn a^bovc the 
age of twenty-two years, who shall Cootcibuiions 
be admitted a membeir of this so- •«> •dmi$sioii; 
ciety, diall be desirous of bciug put 
tipon the same footing in point of monthly con- 
trihmion, as if he had been admitted a member 
linder A^ age^ he shall only contribute the sum 
of one shilling per m^nth during his fife, if sock 
person do pay on admission, or at the next 
monthly meeting afterwards, a gross sum accord^ 
ingto his age, as specified in the scheme or table 
following, for each share tliat he n^ay choose to 
take; that i« to say,— 

/• J. d^ 
If soeh member be above aa, and under- 

23 yearsf of age, when admitted o 5 . CJ 

Jfaboire 23, and under 24 years o lO o 

If above 24, and under 25 years o 15 Q 

If above 25, and under 26 years 100 

If above 26, and under 27 years i 5,0 

If ab«te 27, and under 28 years x xo o 

If above 28, and under 29 yeais x 15 -o 

If above 29, and under 30 years 200 

If above 30, and under 31 years 260 

If above 31, and under 32 years 1 2120 
If above 32, and under 33 years 2180 

If above 33, and under 34 years 340 

If »bove 341 and under 35 years 3 10 o 

If above 35, and under 36 years 318 o 

If above 36, and under 37 years 466 

Jf above 37, and under 38 years 4 14 o 

If above 38, and under ^ years 520 

iog exactly what each ought to pay. The fun(iU being in the 
nat^lr«'of-fl^aTe$,'tack member has^an ppporctinity of contri- 
butine according to his or her ability or inclination ; and m 
n)^ instances a married man contributes for two shares'^ oae 
shwt Jar fiiitiseif, and one for his wife. 
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If above 39, and under 49 yearsy A s. i. 

per month ^ • 5 10 p 

If above 40) and under 41 years 600 

If above 41, and under 42 years 6 10 

If above 42, and under 43 years 700 

If above 43, and under 44 years 7 10 

If above 44, aiidunder 45 years £00 

If above 45, and under 46 yeai3 8 10 

17.. That* in order lio keep up die 
Funeral ex- general /qiIkL each injcmber shall 

fund^ ^ for each half share to 

which he may be a contributor, on 
the decease of every member for whose fulierai 
this society shall have any disbursements to make. 
Such contribution to be paid at the first monthly 
meeting after the disbursement* 

i8u That the monthly contribu- 
Times .of ^-^j^ ^ ^^^^ member shall commence 
payment, ^^j ^^ made on the first monthly 
meeting after his or her admission, and ^hall cod«- 
tinue to be made during bis or her life, at the 
monthly meetings to be holden on every fourth 
Saturday; but that any member may make pay- 
ments in advance for three months, or any other 
length of time, if he or she think proper ; aad in 
case any member shall die before the expira* 
' tion of the term for which siich payments in adt- 
> vance shall have been made, a proportionable 
part thereof shall be refunded to his Wjbdov g and 
if no widow, to his legal representatives* 



/ 



19. That the monthly cootribu- 

Socjetj^'8^ tions, fines, and all other sums jthat 

tobrscci«c!i. "^^y ^ received on account of this 

' SiQ/ciety, shall be put into a chest (to 
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be kept by the treasurer) which shall have thre6 
good lockS) with a difFerent kej to each; one of 
which keys shall be kept by the steward, another 
by one of the commtttee, to boj^/iamed for that 
purpose by the divecttors (and in case he cannot 
attend, be may send such key with any other of 
the coxsmittee) and the third key by the trca* 
sufer; and so soon as the fund shall amount n» 
twenty pounds, ^en pounds (part thereof) shall 
be invested in the public funds *, or placed out 
at interesc upon real or personal security, to bfe 
approved of by the steward, directors, and conv* 
mittee, by some writing under their hands, 

ZO* That when any money shall 
be invested or placed out at interest, ^^^* '^^ 
the stock shall be purchased, and the ^^^^^^ 



• It is absolutely necessary to be very careful in putting 
out the money as speedily as possible, in or4er to get the ad- 
vantage of interest ; for without this, ail, or the greatest pkrt 
of FriciKlly Societies, wiU not be able to distribute the benefit* 
they propose. If the great accumulation of compound ioce-> 
rest were better understood, it is reasonable to suppose thaC 
those who. have the management of the funds belonging to 
Friendly Societies would autnd to this more than they do; 
It will surprise them to be told, that five hundred pounds, at 
five per cent, compound interest, wiil amount to above sixtv • 
four thousand pounds within a century, and to upwards xs^ m 
ynitiion within one hundred and sixty years. The many losses 
whKh Friendly Societies have sus^^ained, make the menlbers 
very diffident ii> leading any part of their funds. Sir F. Edcn^ 
in his ** State of the Poor," vol. ii. p. 34, says, that several 
Societies at Chester broke up in consequence of losing their 
funds, partly by the failure of a bank, and partly by an un- 
^successful canal near that city ; and in the 3d vol. p. 711, that 
a society at £&her,in Surrey, was dissolved in consequence of 
having lost three hundred pounds by the failure of some 
tradesmen ; on which the members divided the remainder : 
and in p. 889 he says, that three or four societies have been 
dissolved in the neighbourhood of Llanferras, Denbighshire, 
owing to their' being defrauded of a great, part of their 
funds. 
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security made in the name of the trustees, in 
- trust fos the general uses of this society. 

21. That all^ reasonable expences 
©fficerstobe ^^f ^j^^ trustees, steward^ directors^ 
«pcnccs" treasurers, and clerks, in the execa- 
t ion of their several offices, shall be 
paid out of the funds of this society ; and that they 
sliall respectively be indemnified out of the said 
funds against all actions whatsoever \'.hich may 
be brought against then>, oo account of their or 
any of their acting in and executing the powers 
and trufts hereby reposed in them ; and m 
^ money shall be taken 9ut of the chesty on 

h^ ™S"*-^X° ^^f pretence whatever j without a pre- 
ouHn'^e^ ^'^^^ ^^^^"^ '^^ writing, signed by 
in writing, the stewa:rd, three, of the airector% 
and seven of the committee at the 
lea,st; and the treasurer shall be answerable for, 
and m^ake good,, all the money which be shali 
from time to time receive on account of this so* 
. cicty, excepting that for which he can produce such 
orders y and excepting the weci^y allow ante to mem^ 
bers in sickness; in which latter case an order in 
writijjg from the steward alone shall be suffi- 
cient, , 

AdmittUft ^^* '^^^^ *f^^^ ^^^ fi^^* meeting, 
members. °^ person shall be admitted a memr 
* ber, unless proposed by a ipcmbcr of 

this society at the monthly or yearly meeting ; 
and at the time of prbposinff a new member, 

shall be paid to the tteasurer, for 
the use of the general fund : and, i^i ordpr that 
in the interval proper inquiry may be made into 
his character, the person proposed shall be bal- 
lotted for by the committee at the then next 
monthly or yearly meeting (excepting women, 
who inay be admitted at the same moivthly (xt 
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yearly meeting at which they may be proposed, 
with the consent of the steward, three of the 
directors, and seven of the committee^ they 
being, by the 34th article, exempted from receiv- 
ing weekly allowances in cases of sickness or in- 
firmity") i and if on such ballot there shall appear 
seven balls for him, he shall be admitted a mem« 
bcv^ provided the steward and three of the di- 
rectors at the least, consent to his admission;* 
but not otherwise; and if the person proposed 
shall be rejected, the two shillings and sixpence 
paid to the treasurer shall \>e returned; 

23. That no person shall be ad- ^g^ and do* 
mittcd a member of this society claration. 
under the age of ten years, or above 
the age of forty-six years; and the person so 
admitted (or some member for him or her) shall ^ 
at the time of his or her admission, make and 
sign a declaration^ in the presence of the steward,, 
or three or more directors,. to the foUowi^g.ef* 
feet ;. that is to say,. 

"I, of. intbe parish of and' 

** county of (labourer, or as the case may be) 

" of the age of years, in the month 

" df last, to the best of ray knowledge 

" and belief, do recjuest to be admitted a member 
" of the Friendly Society, and to becomc- 

" entitled to theljenefit tcKarise from 
" share, for which I bind mvself to pay- to the 
^ treasurer, at the first monthlymecting.; after my^ 
" admission, the sum of 

"and on every fourth Saturday afterwards (so 
*• long as I continue a member) sKilling 
" ; and such other contributions as 

" may become due u and I do hereby solemnly 
•^promise and^ declare, that if I am admitted a 

^3. 
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«* riicrtber, 1 will in all things #cll and tnity 
•* fulfil^*keep, and observe the rules, orders, and 
^ regulations of the society; aad, to the mmost 
•* of my power, pr^tooteits intereit». 

** Witness my hand, fhis day of 

^^ in the year Of our Lord osfe ^vomsahd 
*^ hundred ^"^ 

24. That the capital stock to arise 
CapitalStock f^on, the fines, monthly, and other 
SS!° tontributiohs, and the dividends, in- 
terest, and yearly produce ^reof, 
shjjl be the property of the members of the 
itefltefits in F"®«d»y Society ft>r the lime being ; 
SickncM. ^^" every member 6t thte society 
i^irho shall duly conform to the 
rules, orders, and regulations thereof, shall, 
for cacli share which he shall Hav^ in the 
fund» be entitled to relief in casts of sickness 
or infirmity, as hereinafter oienticmed, and so 
in' proportion for lial^f a share; Ihait is to say^ 
To six shillings a week when confitied In bed 
or to Iris bed-chamber, by sick«^ss, lanaeness, 
br infipmity, and unable to go out of the hoose, 
or perform any kind of work, %iAtil he shall be 
able to walk out, or to labour in any degrfce,'and 
then to three shillings a week, when so able to 

* The declarations y. as above, are printed and bound in a 
V>ok, with^ memorandum of admission at the bottom of each, 
>o the foHowing tStet : ** Se it nertiembfered, that tlie above- 
** named A. B. was this day of in tbft year of 

** our Lord duly admitted a member into the Castlt 

^* ^(iea Friendly ^iety, and ejxtered ipto the books kepr for 
" that purpose } and that if he in every respect conform to the 
*"* resolutions, roles/ orders, and regulations of that society, 
*' be wili be e&dtted t9 the benefits hereof. 
. ". M. S. Stsward, 

« W. M. Clerk." 
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iv^alk or labotir; but both these allowances t# 
cease when &och infember shall be able to folte*^ 
1ms wsual oceispaiiony or te^eam three shiUir^s k 
^eek. Svth ef these sum^ n^shall foe dee^ to bt 
regularly paid, provided the »«rt!c b* reqoes^fcd, 
from the first Satut^a^r after the member's itlnesl 
fehall be certified to the steward *; 
And the sum of five pounds for Bttmstobcpti* 
tach share, and fifty shillings for ^t^mcwbci-'^ 
each half share, shall be paid '*^'*'- 
at the death ofc each member to his widow; 
Of if no widow, to any peraon appoitttod, i* 
writing, by him to receive the sattie; and if 
■nos^uch person be appointed,, then to bis legrt 
Tepresentatiires : but Ae steward,, directors, and 
committee, shall havb an ekctfoa, tifAitt to pay 
the mon«y to the persons last mentmned, or to 
expend two guineas^ part of such^ allowance, 
in any manner they may think pro|>er, itt 
Wie funeral of $%ick deceased membet; tfee re^ 
fnaioder to* kc applied in the following mannerit 
that is to say,, if the deceased QUember shiatl 
have left any child oi» <*ildrcn midtt -^^gfe 
of twelve years; in that case,, the same shall 
be applied tor such child or chitd^ens b<fnefit, im 
such inanner as the ste^va^d, dir^tor^, and ootiH 
mittec shaft think, proper; and if ^bett bt nb 
<hild or children under that age, then. to bt paid 
to the widow,, if any; and if no PA(k>^y to th^ 
^rson- appointed in waiting,, as aforestfid ; rtfti 
rf no such person* then to the legal tupr^scntC- 
tives of the deceased member. And the widow 
of each member of this society*, who shall die 

♦ The allowance in sickness is about one- third higher thah 
^t. Price's ^ but members receiving in siekness are debarrefl 
"from annuities for the same shares ; and on that account thfc 
allowance in sickness maj be afforded. 
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after having contributed to the fund during fi£- ' 
teen years, for any number of shares or half- 
shares, without having received an annuity as 
hereafter mentioned^ or any other relief from, 
this society for such shares or half-shares, after 
he attained the age of twenty^one years, to 
whom he shall have been married one year, shall 
be entitled to claim and receive, during the time 
she may continue bis widow, a clear annnuity of 
four pounds a vear for each share on account 
ef which he duill not have received relief, and 
two pounds a year for each such half-share, by 
quarterly payments, viz, on the last monthly 
meetiog in March, June, September, aa4 De- 
cember; the first payment pf such annuity to* 
eommeoce and be made on.tlie £rst af these 
Hionlhly meetings which shall happen next after 
such member's death. And in case such member 
.shall die without leaving a widow, but leavings 
an orphan child or children under the age of 
twelve years, the like annuity shall at such 
*Hincs he applied for such child or childrens 
-benefit, in such manner as the steward, dli^ctorsy 
and coounittee for the time being shall think 
proper, until the youngest of such children shaU 
.attain the age of twejve years*. And each wcfc- 
•snan being a member of this society, after having 
contributed to the fund for fifteen/ years^ sh^U 
be entitled to claim and receive an annuity of 
ipnr pounds a year for each < share,, and two* 
poi^ods for each half share, after attaining.. the 
age of fifty: years, and until she attain the. age o£ 

• The allowing widows or orphans an annuity of four 

founds • per annum on each share on v^hich the R\eir-^)er shall 
ave. received no benefit after subscribing for fifteen years,, is 
a great inducement for not claiming when in sickness,-, and 
thercbyonabte^.the fund tc make goodihc p^ymenis^ 
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sixjty years, tote paid in manner mchtionecl in the 
twenty-fifth article for the payment of 'annuities 
to commence at wxty years ot age* 

as. That the memhers of this so- Annuitie*. 
ciety, of or above sixty years of age, 
who in sickness or infirmity shall prefer an an- 
nuity to weekly payments, shall be entitled ta 
ctaini and receive progressive annuities as fol- 
lows : vizg 

Each member of the age of sixty years, and 
under seventy years, an annuity of sit pounds ; 

The same, or any other member, when of the 
age of seventy, and under eighty years, an an- 
nuity of eight pounds ; . 

The sdine, or any other member, when of the 
age of eighty years, and under ninety years, an 
annuity bf ten poKands"; 

The same, or any other member, when of the 
age of ninety years or upwardti an annuity of 
twelve pojjnds 

during riieir rcspccti\t natural HrtS'^. Such 
annuities to commence and be computed 
from the first day of January after each 
«uch member shall have attained the 'age of 
sixty, seventy, eighty, or ninety years respec- 
tively, according to their respective declarations^ 

♦ Women are allowed to receive an annuity ten ycar% 
sooner than men, in consequence of their not receiving in 
sicknessj and of the whole of their contributions being sunk 
at t!ieir death, without the payment of any annuities to their 
widowers or orphan children. If they were not to receive an 
annuity urftil.sixty years of age, fewer men would contribute 
for their wives. . . 

t In order to shciw the advantage of annuities, this so- 
ciety has thought it adviseable to publish the following taale, 
to show the amount of what may b^ received for one share 
from fifty to ninety -bix years of age, and also to prove the 
necessity of forming a considerable nmd;. 
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delivered at the time of 'their admission into thtt^ 
society : the said annuities to be paid by monthly 

TaBLIi shnuing the Jmouni ef an Annuity payable for oid 
Share in the C. E, Friendly Society, 





To a Man. 


To a Womaiw 




£• 


£. 


If the member lives to ' 






51 years of age, the 
society \vill have - 






«« 


4 


paid by quarterly 






payments 






to 51 ycjfi 


— 


» 


to 53 years 


— 


r I* 


to 54 years 


^^ 


^ t6 


to 55 years 


•— 


SO 


to 56 yean 


— 


\\ 


to 57 years 


— ■ 


1058 years 


-^ 


3* 


to 59 years 


— ■ 


3* 


to 60 years 


•— i 


4«> 


to 6 1 years 


« 


46 


to 92 years 


1% 


5* 


to 63 years 


18 


5» 


to 64 years 


»4 


6s 


to 6$ years 


30 


70 


to 66 years 


5^ 


1^ 


to 67 years 


4* 


^ Zz. 


to 68 years 


48 


88 


to 69 years 


54 


9* 


to 70 years 


60 


100? 


to 7 1 years 


68 


108 


to 7i years 


1^ 


116 


to 73 years 


84 


, «H 


to 74 years 


92 


13^ 


to 75 years 


too 


140^ 


to 76 years 


208 


148 . 


to 77 years 


116 


X5S 


to 78 yean 


124 


164 


to 79 years 


I3» 


lyz 


to 80 years 


140 


180 


to 8 1 years 


150 


190 


to 82 years 


160 


zoo 


to 83 years 


170 


120 


to S4 years 


lio 


Ma 
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pajrmcnts at each monthly meeting^, for each 
share, and so in proportion for each half-share^ 
ibr which such member mav then contribute^ 
and JFor which he has receiveci no relief in cases 
ef sickness^iamenets, or infirmity. But no toch 
annuity shstll he payable in any case for any share 
«v)here a member has before recetv^d reliet in any 
^thcx mode from the fimd of this society* 






a Man. 
S90 



100 

tie 
210 
ago 
*49 

164 

tS8 
|00 



To 1 Womaiu 
13* 



To 

Xf the member lives to 
S5 years of age, the 
society will have paid 
by quanedy |^y< 
meott 

to S6 years 

to 87 years 

to 88 years 

to 89 ,years 

to 90 years 

to 91 years 

to 91 years 

to 93 years 

so 94 years 

to 95 years 

and so on, at the rate of is/, a 
A member may contribute 
haif-shaset; but no annuity is 
contributed fifteen years ; noi 
in sickness has been icceivttL 

* It was thought better to hare ihe payments of the an^ 
nuities quarterly, to save absent members the trouble of pro. 
curing nionthiy certificates of their being alive, &c. 

Many societies exclude their members upon a change of 
iheir employment to axnore hazardous one 4 such as the army^ 
sea- service, mines, &c. In societies where the members have 
sin qption between tsdcing relief daring sitkness, or an annuitj 
in old age, k seems reasonable to atUw persons so changing 
their employment to -continue members, guarding, perhaps^ 
a^inst their receiving relief for any lameness, misfortune, 
disease, distemper, or infirmity, whicn might happen to them 
in consequence of ioHowing a inore dangerous profession tharii 
that they were enipioyed in when admitted members. 



*40 

*50 
aSo 

»70 
a8o 

29& 

304 
316 

340 

year during life, 
for any number of shafiss or 
payable until the member hu 
r for w&f share on which relief 
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26« That oo member shall be en- ^ 
^tled to relief from this society URtil **^^P'^ 
be shall have been a member for oife year i nor 
to anyallowaace in sickness after he shall havo 
become entitled to and been elected to receive 
an annuity ; nor to any allowance for any disoasci 
distemper^ of iofiroiity he may have had whea 
lie was admitted a memDcr ; nor for any diitemper 
contracted by lewdness; nor for any lameness, 
mtsfbrtqpe, or accident that sball have happened 
to him by quarreling, drunkenness, or gaming; 
nor shall any member be entitled to relief who 
•shall refute to have hia disorder examined hy any 
physician, surgeon, or apothecary appointed by 
this society ; nor, if charged with any treasonable 
^r felonious matter, until he shall be les;ally ac« 
quitted of the fame. But if any member shall 
die •before he has been a member -for twelve 
months, die fuU amount of what he may have 
contributed or' paid to the f^jid of the society 
shall be returned to his widow^; or if no widow, 
to any person appointed by h^m, in writing, to 
receive the same ; or if no such person, to his 
legal representatives. 

a?- That to the intent every mem- vitiiori 
ter may h^ve relief, wh^n entitled 
thereto, six respectable members shall, at every 
yearly-oneeting be elected visitors^ viz. two for 
the parish of C. E two for the parish of M* 
and two for the parish of £• ; whose duty it shall 
be to attend the sick members in their re- 
spective parishes, on receiving notice for that 
purpose, and to certify their condition weekly to 
tbo steward ; also to carry or convey to the sick 
or other members their allowances, which shall 
be paid to the proper hands of each, member. 
find not otherwise ; and if the sick member shalj 
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Aot be capable of applying bis allowance pro- 
perly, the visitor!? shall sec the same laid out or 
applied for his benefit. But if any 
member, who shall be entitled to Certificatct 
relief, shall not reside within any of from^ttnt 
the aforesaid parishes, in that case, °*«"*°*"' 
upon the steward's being properly certified by 
writing under the hand or hands of the physician, 
surgeon, minister, churchwardens, or overseers 
of the parish or place wherein the members may 
be or reside, or any three of them, that such 
member is entitled to receive relief, the same 
shsM be paid to the^bearcrof the certificate*. 
No member shall be obliged to serve as a visitor 
for more|han one year together. 

^ Forms or bUolc certificates of members being sick, are 
delivered to the m when tdmttted, or on applicauon for the 
same ; at the bottom of which is a note how it is to be £iiied 
up and sent ; of which the following is a copy : 

^^ This is to certify, that of 

«* a member of the Friendly Society, 



^ and is unable to 
«« or 

** Witness hand this day of 179 

«4 *^m ■'pjjg above certificate must be filled up according 
** to tbc circumstances of the member's case. If he wish to 
** claim the half-allowance, the words * follow his usual oc* 
' cupation,' or, <^arn three shillings a week,' must be added f 
** but if his case require the full allowance, * to go o\;it of the 
* house,' or, ' to perform any kind of work,' nwist be written 
** in the Mank spaces left for that purpose. And the certi« 
<< ficate must be aiened by tht physician, surgeon, mi- 
«* niMer, churbhwardens„or overseers of the parish or place 
^* wherein the membsr may be when sick, und sent to the 
** stewatd of the society ; who will order the money due for 
** relief to be paid to the bearer (thertfore the member must 
«* be cautious by whom he may send his certificate).". 

To save trouble, on the back thereof are prbted a blank 
order for payment, and receipt, to the following effect : 



Digitized 



by Google 



74 APPENDIX. 

28. That every member of this Forfeits ' 
society who shall nc^ lect to pay 
his monthly and other contributions, shall, for 
the first month for which he shall be in arrear, 
forfeit the sum of and for the se- 

cond month the sum of and if the 

same be in arrear at the third monthly meetingi 
such member shall be expelled the society : and 
every member who shall be drunk, or m any 
manner disordered with liquor, during the time 
he shall be receiving relief in lameness, sickaess, 
or infirmity, from this society, shall for every 
such offence forfeit shillings ; and if any 

n>ember shall be drunk at a monthly meeting, 
or shall quarrel with any other member, or pro- 
pose any kind of play or gaming, or offer to lay 
any wager, or profanely curse or swear, or call 
or address a member by any other than liis pro«^ 
per name, or shall stay at the house where the so- 
ciety shall meet later than ten o'clock at night, 
except he be detained by business of the society, 
he shall forfeit for each such offence one shilling; 
and if ^any member shall not observe the rules 
^ which the steward shall from time 16 time make 
for regulating the monthly, or other pieetings, 
h^ slhaU for each offence forfeit jthree-p^cnpe ; and 
each member who shall be appointed a visitor^ 
and shall; not discharge his duty to the satisfac- 
tion of the steward, directors^ and committee. 

" To the Treasurer of the Friend^ SocUty^^^ 

<< Pay unto the within* named shillings and 

<< {)ence, for weeks sickness, day of 

:: '" Ste^v.rd; 

"Received day of 179 of the 

•' treasurer of the Friendly Society, the above-men. 

<< tiuned sum of shillings and pence." 
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^hall for every neglect forfeit 

and each member who shall not arpr- 
pear, and arrswer to his name when called on rft 
the yearly meetings and* then pay to the trea- 
surer for dinner, shall forfeit 
(except persons under twenty-one years of age)*; 
and each member who shall be appointed of the 
committee, and shall neglect to attend the 
monthly meetings, except prevented by sickness, 
or other sufficient cause to be allowed^ by the 
steward, directors^ and committee, shall foh: 
each neglect forfeit but no member 
shall be obliged to serve in such committee two 
-years together ; and if any person, having the 
custody of a key, neglect to carry or send the 
same as hereinbefore directed, to the house 
where the monthly meetings are held, before 
•even o'clock of the evening of the day when the 
same shall be held, he skull forfeit for each ne- 
glect and if any member, at any 
meeting of this society, shall enter into any po- 
litical or religious dispute, or introduce any dis- 
loyal or seditious song or toast, he shall for each 
offence forfeit sixpence. 

29. That any member who shall not pay his 
forfeits when demanded, or at the 

next monthly meeting, shall incur ^^^^^l' ^* 
such further forfeitures or expulsion, '•* 

in the same manner as if his monthly contribu- 
tions were in arrear. 

30. That any member wha shall take any ad- 
vantage of this society, by dissem- 
bling any sickness or infirmity, or Offences 
shall give in a f^lse account of his age, which sab • 
or use any kind of fraud towards the ^^embcrs to 
society, or shall neglect to pay, or to cxcbsionr. 
cause to be paid^his monthly or other 
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payments for thfee months after the aame shaH 
be due, and shall not pay them on or before the 
third monthly meeting immediately after sach 
offence has been committed, he shall for any 
such offence or neglect be expelled from 
this society* But any member 
who may be fined or expelled, o> Disputestobe 
shall think himself aggrieved by any seulcdby 
act, matter, or thing done, or bmit- arbitration, 
ted to be done by this society, shall, 
at a monthly or yearly meeting, deliver to the 
steward in writing under his hand a statement 
of his grievance, and request that the same i^ay 
be referred to arbitration, a^d shall name in such 
statement a respectable person reading witbic 
any one of the aforesaid parishes, but not a mem<- 
ber of the society, as a referee on his part; and 
at the same,, or at the following monthly meet- 
ing, the steward, directors, and committee shall 
nominate and appoint another respectable person 
lesidirg within one of the said three parishes 
but not a member, as a referee on the part of 
this society ; which two persons shall with, all 
convenieni speed meet and appoint a third per- 
«on, not being a member, to act with them ; whith 
three persons, or any two of them, shall have 
m^rty to inspect the rules, orders, and regula- 
tions of this society, and all books ^nd papers 
belongit)g thereto ; and after fully examining the 
matter of such complaint, tliey, or any two of 
ihem, shall mak^ »ucb award, order, or determi- 
nation in Wilting, as to. them shall seem just; 
and such award, order, or determination, shall 
be binding and conclusive oaall the ]»rties, and 
fihall be final to sdl intents and purposes. But ii 
the .society neglect or refuse to appoint siich re- 
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fercc, or if the referees neglect or refuse to make 
an award for forty days after they are appointed, 
then, and in such case, the complaint shall be 
determined by two or more justices of the peace, 
in manner directed by the said act of parliament* 

- 31. Local. 

• 32. That any person under the personsmty 
a^e of forty-five years shall be per- contribute 
mitted to contribute for any number for any 
of shares or half-shares in this so- nomberof 
cicty, and be entitled to a propor-.*j;«J^^^ 
tionate beaent therefrom ; and may 
increase his original share or shares at any time 
or times after his admission, on contributing 
according to his age at the time he shall make 
such increase. No member shall be entitled 
to receive more than six shilling* a week in case* 
of sickness or infirmity ; but he s"kaH be entitled 
to the same annuity and benefit for each ad- 
ditional share or half-share more than one, as 
if he had received no relief or benefit from the 
society ; and for the pne share on which he may 
have received any relief in sickness or infirmity, 
he shall he entitled to the same benefit as if he 
had no other share or shares, ' .^ 

33. Reiates to admission of persons employed 
in a manufactory. 

34. That any woman under tie ^^„^„ 
age, of forty-five years may be ad- niiiy be ad- 
mitted into this society, so as to be en- mitted, and 
titled to an.nuitie» 'n the classes and become cu- 
manner hereinbefore specified; but "^**^^** 
sucti women shall not m any case be 

entitled to receive any weekly allowances for, 
sickness or infirmity;, nor shall they be liable ta 
serve any office, or be fined for non-attendance- 
at the yeaily meetings. 
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35. That any member of this so- 
^hUdl!^^ ciety wishing to make a provision for 
. * * '^^ his children under twelve years of age, 
may be allowed to enter such of them as he may- 
think propeff on the following terms : ^ « 

If under four years of age when admitted, to 
"pay four pence moBtbly for each child till it at- 
tains twelve years of age^ if the member so long 
lives ; 

If four years and under seven years of age 
when admitted, to pay three pence monthly fov 
ea^h child ; 

* If seven years and under ten years of age when 
admitted, to pay twopence monthly for eacb 
child* 

If any such member so contributing for his 
children shall die, and leave any child or chil** . 
dren under tw€'lve^ years of age, one shilling a 
week shall be applied out of the funds of this 
society, towards the oiaintenance of each child 
so contributed for, till it attain the age of twelve 
years; but no child shall be entitled to any be* 
De6t unless entered and paid for twelve calendar 
months before such member's death ; and any 
member choosing to contribute double the above-* 
mentioned sums, shall be allowed so to do, and 
in that case the children shall be entitled to^. 
double allowances in case of the fatherts death,.as^ 
aforesaidX 

* The contributions for diitdren ma^ he thought rather 
low in proportion to the sum to be paid ; but the chance of 
the chiW*8 dying in its father's lifetime, or afterwards under 
twelve years of age, and also the greater probability of the fa- 
ther's living, is toi)e calculated*. But supposing the contri* 
hutiojM to be too low, A is a rcry useful application of a part 
of t^e fund. J*>t many of the members of this society have 
availed themselvet of the opporfcuaity of entering their cbiU 
dren ; but tfc* rtceat death of mc of iti members Iwving two 
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36. That the steward, directors, 
m int'r ^"^ committee, sliall, if they think 
sureeon. proper, agree with some apothecary 

• or surgeon, to attend all the mem-, 
bers of this society within the said parishes, or 
such of them as they may think necessary ; whick 
apothecary or surgeon shall report to the steward 
for the time being, his opinion oii each such 
member*s case; and. the steward, directors, and 
committee, .shall order such sum or sums to be 
paid for such attendance as they may think 
proper, not exceeding one penny /^ week tot 
each member. 

37. That the steward, directors^ 
h^vT ^"^ committee, shall, from time td 

' time, provide all such books, chests, 

and other things as they may think necessary for 

chiWren entitled to relief, will, it i« expected, induce many 
others to secure for their infant children a comFortablc sup- 
port, in case of the member's death- The form of entry of 
children is bound i& a book, and is ai foHows : " I, D. E. 
<• of in the parish of ancT 

«• county of and a member of the 

•* Friendly Society, do request that my (son or daughter) A^ 
" R. may be entered into that society ; for whom I intend 
** to pay to the treasurer of the said society for the time being 
<* pence on every fourth Saturday fron* the day of h 

*< entrance, urutii he (or »he) attain the age of twelve years ^ 
<• which will be on the day of in the year of 

<« our Lord if I and he so long do live. Witness, 

♦* my hand, this day of in the year of ovTr 

. « Lord D. E." 

«« Be it remcmfbercd, that the above-named A. E. wa»t.hi» 
«• day of - in the year of the l-ord 

«♦ duly entered into the , Friendly Society j- and 

*< if h father continues to make the said monthly payments 
** during hi» life, be will be entitled to shillings a 

«^ week out of the fund of this society, from^the death of h 
<< said father until the said 4ay of thousand 

« hundred if he so long liye. 

" M.S. Steward. . 
f* W.M. Clerk,'* 
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this society, and order the treasured to pay ^ 

the same out of the fund; and shall 

rricr&c *'^® order such salary or salaries and 
ancs, . j^jiq^-jj^^^j ^^ ^^ p^jj ^^ ^^^ clerks 

and treasurer, as they may from time to time 
think right and necessary ; which salaries and 
allowances shall not in any case exceed ^wtjier 
cent* on the contributions received*; but no 
allowance shall be made to the steward, directorsi 
or committee, for their trouble. 

^8. That every member of this 
tine society shall meet on tht first day of 

January yearly, unless it should fall 
on a Sunday, and in that case on the day before,, 
^t such house within the parish of as the 

steward, directors, and committee shall appoint, 
at the hour of ten in the forenoon, and auswer 
to his name when called, and then pay to the 
treasurer one shilling for dinner and liquor : at 

which meeting the members shall 
Appoint- lUMninatc and elect by ballot a com- 
*"mmktcc ^^^^^^ ^ twelve discreet and honest 
' membei-s, residing and inhabiting with- 
in the said parishes, who understand accounts^ 
and are able to write, and who shall be above 
the age of twenty-one years ; which committee 
shall continue in office until the next yearly 
meeting, vnleisthey or any of them shall die, op 
rffuse to act, or remove out of the said parishes, 
... or be excluded this society. At the 

an visi ofs. ^j^^^^^^j meeting also shall b^ elected 
aix visitors for the year ensuing* 

♦ The salaries, allowances, &c. to clerks, trcstsurers, &e, 
have not amounted to one and a YkzM per cenL on thecontribu- 
tipnt received since the tstabHshiaene •£ the sojciet j. 
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39. £/npowers absent members to vote by 
proxy. 

40. That at each yearly meeting, 

the steward, directors, and committee P<>|^«''^^ 
shall acquaint the members with their JJ^ics! "^^^^ 
proceed mgs daring the last year, and 
explain the state of the funds; and the account 
shall undergo such inspection as this society at 
3uch yearly meeting shall direct*; and it being 
almost impossible, in the infancy of such an 
establishment, to form rules which will apply to 
every case that may arise relative to the regula- 
tion of the society and the management of »t» 
funds, it shall be lawful at each yearly meeting, 
with the concurrence and approbation of three- 
fourths of the members of this society then pre- 
sent, to frame new rules, orders, and regulations^ 
provided a requisition for that purpose, signed 
by three or more of the members, shall have 
been read publicly at two monthly meetings, 
held next before such yearly meeting; but no 
new rule, order, or regulation, shall be binding, 
until the same shall have been agreed to and * 
confirmed by seven directors at the least, and 
the steward of this society for the time being, and 
also confirmed by the justices of the peace in 
manner directed by the said act of par- ^ 
liament. Nor shall it be lawful to 
dissolve this society, or to make any divisioa 
or distribution of the stock or fund, or of any 
part thereof, contrary to the true intent and 
meaning of these resolutions, rules, orders. 



• By a resolution of a subsequent yearly meeting, two ho- 
norary members, and the steward for the time being, are ap- 
pointed audnors, to examine the accounts between the last 
pomhly meeting and the yearly meeting. 
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• and regulations, without the consent and ap« 
probation of five-sixths of the then existing roeni* 
bers, and also of all persons then receiving or 
entitled to receive relief from this society, either 
on account of sickness, age, or infirmity, such 
consent and approbation to be testified under 
their hands iiidividoally ; nor without the appro- 
bation of seven directors at the least, and the 
steward of this society for the time being, and 
also of the justices of the peace in manner di- 
rected by the said act of parliament. 
Rules to be 4-1 • That all the rules, orders, 
entered in a ^^^ regulations, made from time to 
book, and time by this society, in the man«* 
opened for ner hereinbefore directed, shall be 
inspection, forthwith entered in a book Of 
books to be kept for that purpose by the 
steward for the time being, and be signed by 
the members, directors, and steward, or so 
many of them as hereinbefore provided ; and 
shall, at all seasonable times, be open for the 
inspection of any member of this society ; an4 
such rules, orders, and regulations, so entered 
and signed, shall be deemed original orders, and 
be received as such in all disputes which relate 
to this society, 

42. Local. 
Whatorders 43- That no order, act, or deed 
are valid. ^f ^he steward, directors, and com- 
mittee, shall he deemed sufficient or 
valid, unless the steward (or any three of the 
trustees for the time being) three of the direc- 
tors, and seven of the -committee at the least, 
consent to and sign the same ; but that all such 
orders, acts, and deeds of such steward (or any 
three of the trustees for the time being) -direc- 
tors^ and committee, shall be deemed the orders^ 
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ikct^ and deeds of the society at large, and shall 
have the same effect as if agreed to and Signed 
by the whole. And that in all cases where the 
consent pr signature of the stcwal-d is required,' 
the consent and signature of any three of the 
trustees 'Cor the time being shall be equivalent 
to the consent of the steward. 

44. That every benevolent person „^„ 
who shall contribute five pounds members, 
or upwards, in one payment, as an 
encouragement to this society, shall be entitled 
to act as a director during his life ; or any per- 
son that shall subscribe five shillings a quarter^^ 
shall be entitled (so long as he shall contmue tb 
pay such subscription) to act as a. director,— no 
regard being had to residence; and all such con- 
tributors and subscribers, in consequence of their' 
fibt receiving any benefit from the society, shall 
be denominated honorary members : and all such 
sums shall be applied to the general purposes of ' 
this society, in like manner as the contributions/ 
of the severalmembers. 

And lastly. Resolved unanimously. 
That these resolutions, rules, orders^ and'' 
regulations, be signed for and in behalf of this 
meeting, by the chairman, and countersigned by 
th« clerks and twenty others, who are to be ad- 
mitted members, 
* (Signed) ■ , Chairman, 

(Countersigqed) , 1 Clerks, 

^^-^— — , J , 

9 ' " > 

&c. &c. 
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Schiiuk of Books kept hy the Society. 

1. Byc-Uw Book, kept by the steward, in pursu- 
ance of the 41st art. in which are the t)n- 
ginal and subsequent rules allowed bj the 
magistrates, bound up with die act of par- 
liament for encouraging Friendly Societies. 

n. Order-Book^ into which are copied all the 
rules and proceedings of the society, 
from which the extracts, p. 51 to 64, are 
takeiu 

in. Officers Declarations^ See p. 17. 

IV. Members Declarations, See p. 25. 

V. Entrances of Members Children. See p, 

3% 39- 

VI. Monthly Coptributions* 

VII. Disbursements for Sickness, Annuities, 
Children, &c. 

Vin. Members Ledger. 

IX« General Ledger, in which are contained 

The treasurer's account of all money re- 
ceived and paid. 

Separate accounts of each person to whom 
money is lent. 

Donations and subscriptions, 

Dividends and interests, 

Entrances, fines, salaries, &c. (which 
serves as a profit and loss account) 

Annual Balances of members^accounts. 

General Balance, which is taken annually, 
and examined and signed by the auditors. 
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No. IV. 

Nine first Se$tiofis of the ResolutionSy Rides ^ 
Orders y and Regulations for theGovemmtnt 
of the Cork Friendly Society. 

K W^HEREASjbyan Act of Par- preamble 
liament, mide in the thirty-sixth year 
of the reign of his Majesty King George the 
Third, entitled, ** An Act for the Encourage- 
♦' ment and Relief of Friendly Societies," it n 
enjlcted, " that it shall and may be lawful to 
and for any number of persons in Ireland to 
form themselves into, and to establish one or 
more society or societies of good .- fellowship, 
for the purpose of raising, from time to time, by 
subscriptions of the several members of every 
ffubh society, or by voluntary contributions, a 
stock or fund for the mutual relief and mainte- 
nance of all and every the members thereof, in 
old age, sickness, and infirmity.** — We, whose 
names are annexed, resident in the city and li- 
berties of the city of Cork, being convinced of 
the benefit of such societies, and desirous of 
providKng f6r our own support in sickness and 
old* age, and ^or our decent interment, do here- 
by agree to form ourselves into such a society, 
tinder the name and title of THE CORK 
FRIENDLY SOCIETY, and to become con- 
tributors to a fund^ to be raised and applied in 
the manner hereinafter mentioned : and being 
sensible, of the difficulties which ivould attend our 
meeting togeiher for the election of directors or any 
other purpose^ we do declare^ by our respective sig^ 
natures^ our concurrence in the Rules and Regular 

H 
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iions following^ for the management of the said 
Friendly Society :— 
That is to say, 

2. That the Prcsidcntr Vicc-Pfcsidcnts, and 
Committee for the time being, of a Society lately 
established in this city, for bettering the Condition^ 
and increasing the Conforts of the Poor, shall be 
Trustees for the funds of this society : and if any 
circumstances should cause the dissolution of said 
Society for bettering the Condition of 
Trotteet. ^^^ p^^^^ ^^ persons who last filled the 

safd offices of President, Vice-President, and 
Committee of said society, shall continue to be 
Trustees during their lives, or their residence in 
the city or neighbourhood of Cork^ if agreeable 
to themselves ; and they, or any seven of them, 
shall, from time to time, fill up the vacancies 
which may be occasioned by resignation, removal, 
or death, from amongst those gentlemen who 
have been intrusted with the management of 
any charitable institution, or who have in any 
other way discovered a disposition to promote 
the welfare of the poor,— provided always that 
no person can be a Trustee who is a bankrupt, 
or who is in the service of another person. 

3. That the Trustee? shall annually appoint 
twenty*one persons from amonest the subscrib- 
IXrectors. H members of the J«w/ir/.r ietter- 

tng the Condttton \of the Poor, or the 
subscribers to any other public institution for the 
benefit of the poor, who, together with the trea- 
surer or treasurers, and all honorary members, 
shall be the Directors of this Society, 

4, That the Trustees shall annually elect a 
Treasurer or Treasurers, with power to appoint 
his or their own deputy ; which deputy shall at- 
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tend all meetings of the directors, and 
shall receive a salary for his trouble, T^^*-^'^^''' 
to be determined by the directors,' subject to the 
approbation of the trustees. 

5. That the directors shall, every three months, 
appoint two or more of their own body under * 
the name of Stewards, who shall -more . 
immediately conduct the business of ^*'^^*^ ^\ 
the society. 

6. That the directors shall have power to ap- 
point a Clerk or Clerks, as may be necessary, at 
a salary to be determined by them- 
selves, subject to the approbation of ^^^^^' * 
the trustees; and shall have power to remove 
sujch Clerk or Clerks. whenever they shall iee 
cause. 

7. That the stewards and directors (one stew- 
ard and four directors to be a quorum, and the. 
steward, if unable to attend, to provide a substi* 
tute) shall meet once every week, for . 

the purpose of admitting members and pircctofs? 
transacting the other business of the 
society. 

8. That at these meetings the names of the 
members, whose day of payment was the pre- 
ceding Monday, shall be called over; so that if 
any menjber shall not have paid his 
contribution and fines, or shall have, SVv^'cr. 
in any respect, broken the rules of 

the society, he may incur the penalty or forfei- 
ture hereinafter mentioned. 

9. That the funds of the society shall be in 
the nature of shares amongst its members for the 
time being; and the sums to be contributed 
and paid by each member for or in respect of 

IT z 
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each single share in the said soch 

^"^^fflonr'"' ^^y' *^" ^^ *^^^^ the following 
rate ; that is to say. 

If under thirty years of age when s. d. 

admitted, he or she shall pay 
monthly • • • II 

If above thirty, and under forty 
years of age, when admitted, he 
or she shall pay monthly . x 4 

If above forty, and under fifty 
years of age, when admitted, he 
or she shall pay monthly . 19 

And in pi^portion for each half sh^re *n 

* This scale has been preferred by the framers of diew 
rules, in preference to the regular advance of nayini^iits adopts 
ed by the Cork Friendly Society, from Jocal ionsiderationi, 
whicn may be perhaps very generally applicable to this ooun- 
tryl The moit material is, tlie want of a regular registry of 
births. ' • . 
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No. V. 

Appendix to the Accomit of the North Strand 
School. 

A H E following books are kept to regulate the 
interior management of the School : — 

1st, Admission Book, which consists of eleven: 
columns to the following order :— 

The first cohimn contains the number; the 
second, the child's name ; the third, age ; the 
fourth, religion; fifth, degree of their progrese 
in either reading or writing at the time of ad- 
mission ; sixth, the name of either parents or 
friends ; seve nth, their occupation ; eighth, their 
place of residence ; ninth, recom(mender*s name ; 
tenth, the da :e of admission ; eleventh is a broad 
column for observations, in which is entered 
what the children have acquired in the schools, 
and, after thty were some time away, how they 
were disposed of. 

2d, A Roll-Book, which consists of fifty-fouE 
columns :— ' 

! 
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The attendance on Sundays is marked by the 
line down the centre of the square ; on the week-- 
days, by the pops. at the corners and sides of the 
square *, 

T/iird Book.^-^A kind of ledger, in which. a le*. 
parat^ accpunt is kept of the quantity of all ipa- 
terials purchased for clothing the children. The 
Ko. of each article made of ^each parcel of 
materials^; what No. distributed ; when, and to 
whonti. 

Also of books purchased, the whole balanced 
and compared with the stores on band once a 
year. 

F&urtk^^^J ClasS'Baokfor Spelling and Readings 

Great advantages arise from a general exami-^ 
nation of the children twice a year, and ascer-' 
taining by means of this book, what improvement 
has been made since the last examination. Th^' 
teachers being very apt to put forward a few 
whomtkey find easily instructed; and a visitor,' 
without some proof of this kind, cannot bececJ 
tain but that some are very muda neglected. 

Fifth.'^A ClasS'Bovk for Knitting and Working.^ 

This book is regulated twice a year, and the. 
girls promoted or reprimanded -f. 

* There are separate Admission and Roll -Books for the 
boys and girls school. The Roll -Books are marked daily at 
the breaking up of the schools, by the resident roaster and 
mistress. Hours of attendance are from nine o'clock in the 
morning until half past three in the afternoon. The boys 
Sre^isroissed a quarter of an hour before the girls, to prevent 
■oise.^ 

f The whole girls school is divided into six classes :. three 
ef these arc employed in koicting, and three in plain work. 
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A lady who directs the girls work, has found 
great advantage from writing in a oiemorandam- 
book, and stiictly adhering to every promise 
she makes, and every threat she is obliged to hold 
out*. 

Sixth.^^A Book for the Business of Knitting. 

Materials given out for knitting are weighed, 
the weight entered, and the mistress, to whom 
the materials are given, is accountable for the 
same weight of work. 

It has been found necessary to take up all the 
finished work once a week, as it has-been found 
that the mistress, where they have much work 
ready for delivering up, are not so attentive to 
keep the children diligently at work. By this 
means also, if bad weather should interrupt the 
regular attendance of the children, or many of 
them bip ill at one time» which will sometimes 
happen when fevers, measles, or other epidemic 
diseases prevail, it is easy to know to what cause 
the diminution of the usual quantity is to be at- 
tributed. 

Seventh.— Tlie fFork-Book. 

This is a journal in which are entered the 
names of all persons sending work, and the work 
specified; and an account of the money received 
for the work. And in the latter part of this 
book is kept an account of the expenditures made 
out of the money received for work; 

When an order is left at the school for work, 
it is^ransmitted to the Udv who directs the work,- 

♦ This charity affords many proofs of what cannot be too 
often inculcated, viz. that more of the success of such instf- 
tutions depeSds on the personal attention of the governor^ 
and governesses than on almost any othc r circumstance. In 
this respect, this charity has had a severe loss ki the late ex- 
cellent Mr. Maxwell, whose benevolence and activity it will 
WH be easy to replace. 
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in writing, by some of the more advanced girls ; 
and if the writing be good, and the spelling fault- 
less* the writer gets a penny ; if one fault only 
occurs^ a halfpenny. j 



SIZES 


FOR CHILDRENS CLOTHING. 




First Size Shirts. 




Bodks, 

Sleeves, 

Necks, 


Length, 
yd. 
' - i - 
* - 

•• 


Width! 

. yi 

"TT 

S 
TT 

1 • 


Wristi, 




- tV 




Second Size Shirts. 




Bodies, 
Siecves, 


Length. Width, 
yd. yd. 

T 1 and J inch i 


Necks, 


- 


and I inch 


Wrists, 


« » 


half of the 
neck. 



For the width of the bodies of the shirts only one-half if 
entered, the thien bei.r;^ ouly three (juarters yard wide; 
therefore for three ft*^ sizes, cutting the overplus off the * 
breadth prevents the necessity of seams ; seams, particularly 
in coarse linen, are to be avoided. The trimmings of the 
shins are made of what is cut off of the breadth of the linen 
for the bodies. What remain of those stripes are used either 
for bindings, or added to the breadth of the linsey-woolsey: 
for the large petticoats. 
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Third Size Shirts. 






Length. 


Width. 




yd. 


yd. 


Bodies, 


r 
- ¥ - 


1 t 


Sleeves, 


^ and I inch i 


- 




and I inch 


Necks, 


- 


and 1 inch 


Wrists, 


• A^ « 


half of the 
neck. 




Fiurth Slxi SAirtu 






Length* 


Width. 




yd. 


yd. 


Bodies, 


- 44 


* 


Sleeves, 


- 4- • 


7 


Necks, 


•» M •» 


7 
TV 


Wrists, 


V «» . •» 


half of the 
• neck, 



All other parts pf the trimgiing in proportion 
to those. 
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Shifts. 

Length. Width. 

Size. yd. • Breadths of i 

Linen. 

ist, • 4 - I andf 

ad, - i - I and I 

3d, - I - land* 

4th, • !,?# -. 9 breadths 

in 5 shifts. 

5th, - li - ado. in 

each do. 



Shift Sleevis. 

Size. Length. Breadth. 

• I - 8| inc. 

10 inches 9i do. 

l2ido. - lido. 

4th, - i yard of i wide linen 

for 2 pair. 
5th, - 4s io. for a do. 

The linen for the shirts and shifts for the last 
four or five years, cost frpm io{d. to n. tJ.J^r 
yard. This year it has cost is. $d.Jier yard* 



K\ ad, 

< 1 4tli» 
S. Uth, 
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w^ 



5fr 



Width. 

. J wide 
check 

do. 

f .wide 

qheck 

1 breadth 
and I of do. 

2 do#of i 
wide do. 

Bibs of sizes in proportion are sewed to those. 
The J wide .check, is raised from is. ^d. to 
I J. kd.per yard. 
The i do, u. 6^. to u. 9^. do. 







A^l^E^Ndtt. 




* 


Lengtk. 
i of a yard. 




/ 


>|do. . • 
^ and I inch 

r 


4tb, 


w __, 


a 


S«^ , 


'•1 


ijard, -. 



PetticiatSf Limey-woolsty. 

Sizes. ^ ^ . ■ Length. ^ Width. 
' ' . yd. yd. 

2d, . ' ^'i '- 'li 

. 4tJi; ' - do. and ^ of linen aj 

' * 5th, - dol and f of Irncn * 2| 

i f Sometimes linsey may be got broader than 44 

^ but not always ; when it can be got, it saves the 

^ addition of the linen. This article is not ma*- 

L J terially raised in price; the narrow is iif^. and 

|Ll the bfo^ ij. 2\d.fier yard. 
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No. VI. 



Extract from an Accoimi tf a Rene^lent or 
Charitable Loan for lenaing SfnaU Sum^ of 
Money (to he repaid by weMy Installmenis) 
hy industrious Labourers arid others y in thh 
Parish of Killishea and District of Sword* 
lestown^ in tie County ofJCildare^ with 
Remarks^ 

Comrounicitecr by Robert Gpydon, Esq. 

XN the parisH of Killishco a fund bas been esta*- 
i)ruhed by subscription of some of the wealthier 
inhabitants^ for the purpose of lending smaU sums 
of money, from one to five guineas, for the relief 
^nd assistance of such of the industrioujS inhabi* 
tants as may stand in need of it. The sum of 
five-guineas is only lent upon cxtraordmary oc- 
casions, and when it can be affordecT without 
prejudice to the claims of persons who may be 
relieved by the lesser sums, 

The repayment is secured by the Joint note 
of ihe person who receives the mohey, and of 
one other responsible person; commences at the 
end of two weeks after it has been advanced, and 
is continued by weekly installments of 6|d, for 
every guinea, until the whole sum lent is dis- 
charged, together with 6|d. for each guinea over 
and above the weekly installments; which over- 
plus is appropriated to reimburse the general fund 
for such expenccs as have been necessarily ad- 
vanced from it in the first instance, in conduct- 
ing the business of the institution. In case of 
failure of payment for three weeks, process im- 
mediately issues for recovery of the sum unpaid* 
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Whenever .the sum of two guineas shall have 
bitcn returned by such repayments into the hands 
of the treasurer, it goes immediately into circula- 
,tJon again, for the relief of other petitioners. 

The duties of the treasurer and secretary are 
declared by the rules and pn)visions made for 
tthe regular keeping of the books^ and for the con- 
duct of business. 

Petition for loans are to be lodged on Sundays 
with the secretary^ and taken into consideration 
on the Tuesday ^evcn -iHght following; and 
are required to contain the name, condition, and 
circumstances of the petitioner^ and the number 
of persons of which his family consists* A meet- 
ing of subscribers (not less than three constiml* 
ing a meeting) is held once in every week to exa*^ 
mine petitions, and to transact all ousiness relat- 
ing to the management and distribution of the 
fund. 

As soon as the fund necessary for the purpose 
had been made up by subscription, an aovertise- 
me/it wv published in the parish, stating the 
terms on which loans would be granted. This 
institution has not been established above four 
months; but Mr. Craydon adds, ** that as fa^as 
*• the scheme has proceeded in its operation, it 
** has fully demonstrated the utility as well as the 
•* practicable ease of carrying the principle on 
** which it was formed into exetution.'* He has 
likewise communicated the following remarks ia 
Cavour of die principle pf such institutions >— 
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Jiemarh on SenevoUnt L^anSy 
by Rohtrt Graydon, Esq. 

There. b no principle in the management of 
fmbtic or private ecoQon>y, more justly founded 
on experience or that better deserves to be con- 
sidered as a maxim, tha'tv that all ranks of peo- 
ple in every community arc happy or miserable 
in proportion as they arc employed on subjects ' 
worthy of their pursuits, according to their dif« 
ferent circumstances. 

This truth, wluch .concerns all, is particularly 
appliciible fo the lower orders, because, exclu-* 
sivc of tlje necessary influence of employment 
on the mind, it is also indispensably necessary ta 
their subsistence, and that of their families, ta 
be employed ; and from hence it results, . that 
«v«ry scheme intended to promote their real 
and substantial welfare, should adojH, as its first 
find most useful purpose, the extending relief to^ 
them, by famishing means and inducements to 
carry on the business for which they are fitted, 
•apd that all such systems are more or less per- 
fect a& they approach to or recede from this first 
principle, so highly useful either to themselves 
or to society. Eleemosynary gifts, unless in 
cases of apparent or absolute necessity, so far as* 
they contribute to the support of their objetts,. 
without their own exertions, are ^"J^^^^Vki;^ 
them, and a deduction of so m»ch labour aJq|M|^|^^ 
are capable of adding to the general stock. '^ 

There is no scheme that I have been able ta 
consider, either in theory or practice, which ap^ 
pears more beneficially to unite the application* 
fd relief to the poor, with a proper and natupl 

/2 
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excitement of their industry, thaa the general 
establishment of charitable Joans» When the 
mode of distributing and conducting them is 
examined, it w\\\ be foaod to authorize this ob« 
servation. The advance made is either in in- 
struments of their trade, by e«abling them to 
purchase them, or in Rioney, for other general 
purposes. If in the former, it is obvious that 
as they can only assist by furoishingan opportu- 
nity of setting them at work, an industrious use 
of tbem must be the consequence; if in the 
btter, as the money must be repaid in small 
^vim?y at stated intervals, for which a s^ciefit 
security is given, it is plain that it will naturally 
be employed in some way iha( zMlj best serve to 
make a profitable return ; that is, in other words, 
to excite the industry of the person who receives, 
and who is to reimburae it* 

These general remar]^^ mav be sufficient t4 
^monstrate, that this mode^of administemg 
telief to the necessitoiis part of the communtfy 
possesses the great advantage of assisting their 
industry without encouraging their idleness, or 
evert their indolence* But there are other cif* 
cumstances incidental to it, of soch Iir)pk)rtanc^ 
to society as to render it nn dycct t)f potitkral 
Economy, sufficiently interesting to induce tht 
adoption of it, without a reference to any chari- 
table motive wha!;sc>cver. 

It establishes in the bat mannir that communi'*' 
cMiiMi between the upper 4hd lower rainks which 
ts indispensably necessary «» the proper support 
of order and an honest application^ to labour, botk 
tof which are the main springs of general profepe- 
rity in every couintry, ;' 

The -scheme contains witfitn itself two ^rin*- 
4piple« that sti^iently illustrate this posicioiK 
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• namdy, that of the constant intercourse which 
must take place in every district between^ 
those who contribute to the pecuniary advances^ 
or the wealthy, and those who receive the be- 

- oefit of thetn> or the indigent ; by which means 
an acquaintance.with the persons* as well as* 
with the conduct of the latter, will be the 
necessary result. The one wUl be engaged in 
promoting the general comfort and subsistence- 
of the deserving^ among the lower orders of the 

. inhabitants in their neigh bourhood, consequently 
must cultivate a knowledge of their respective 
circumstances ; and the other will be naturally 

. led to consider the rich as their benefactors^ 
frofp whom they derive the happy, change of^ 
their condition, and^npon whose approbatiQnv 
they, in a great measure^ depend for assistance : 
and support ; therefore it becomes tHeir intereft: 
to preserve a conoectioa vvith them, founded on 

• the character of a sober attention to their busi* 

. ness, and a due ];espect and. deference to- thoic 

.superiors. ^ 

The secofikd^^ principle, necessarily involved 
within this mode of extending benevolence, ^is 
more directly pointed.at ppliticai effects: of the 
firstco^sideration iathis country,^ — that of a ge- 
neral superintendence of men\ of property over " 
the actions and demeanour of those who have 
none; and ,tbafe without^ assuming the province 
of dicta^prs, or the -exercise of magisterial autho'^ 
rity. They who solicit aid from the fund must 
produce security for repayment of the money 
advanced ; this cannot be obtained by the idle, 
the disorderly, or t^e profligate; therefore, such 
being cxcludec| from all its benefits, the younger 

^ cla^se^ of the poor will be. careful to establish such 

^;^characi^ as B>ay entitle ^l^e^i to the confidence- 
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of their neighbours, and thereby enable them 
to derive the satne assistance from it on their en- 
trance into life, which they »cc, in a nmnber of 
instant;cs, has lieen extendetl to their acquaint- 
ances and cotemporariea : thus a social connec- 
tion of the ittiMesty although of the roost power- 
' fol nature, because founded on individual interest, 
/is established in the community ; and, what is of 
no small importance* they who from their circum- 
stances would be otherwise entitled to this spe- 
cies of assistance, and who from their bad con- 
duct have forfeited all pretensions to it, become 
thereby I^wn to their neighbours in the district 
where they live, are distingui^ed from the. or- 
' derly and iDdustrious, and are marked out for alt 
' persons to watch over and guard Against* 

It ought not to pass unobserved, that as a cha- 
ritable institution, this scheme i^distiBguisbed 
from almost every other, by one character of great 
jnoment ; it does not call upon the conNWibutors 
to put their hands in Aeir pockets from time 
to time, an^ to disburse eceasionally fov the re- 
lief of the poor ; — each gives aceording to his 
disposition ahd ttbiliry at once, lind «H the epockl 
^effects of the donor*^ intentios are perpetttate^,; 
by a proper and regular administration of the 
fund* To those who are engaged in the bene* 
volent cares of soliciting relief to Ac poor firom- 
the benefactions of individual, this oircnm- 
stance w5l! carry its proper weight, tnd^they wJll- 
not fail to observe how nmch'more beneficially 
their cxtellcnt purposes may be carried into ex- 
ecution, through a substantial 'atid permanent 
system, founded by their exertions,^ and main- 
tained by their attention, than through a preca- 
rious/ and temporary supply. The interests df 
benevolence are alto deeply eoncemed iflranotbei 
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circniiiHtafKe which must attend a "proper and 
extensive crrculatioor of the benefits of this- 
scheme,-— it will aet as a preventative of distress,. 
The cofumnntcatiofi of the means of acquiring 
the necessaries, and comforts of life, will mdst 
«en«ibly dimtnish th< cJ^inM Of poverty and diS* 
ease upon the funds^of public and private charity 
It is impossible to enomerateftll the cases in which, 
this effect may be reasonably expected ;. one pre- 
sents itself immediaielyy-the enabling a labourer 
-•6 purchase a cow, where he could not possibly 
tcquire the capacity of doing so from his owa 
means, would probably rescue hrni, and pcfv, 
haps a large family, from the extren^ity of want^ 
and furnish them with the most salutary restor^^ 
five in time of sickness. 



OBSERVATIONS.. 

Tlte twtittttioa of charitaMe loaMs is one oB 
these scbeeies whiefa are founded upon the tmo 
priacipfe* <^ That of velievtftg the poor by the 
^* hoUtmg out enoouragmnents to industry mad! 
^ good conduct,, aod assisting tkeie own> efforts* 
^ at the improvemeiit'of their condition and the* 
** iacreaae of bfatfiir comlbrts.'* Among the va-- 
riety of svatfs iniv^ch tUaprincspie may be ac- 
ted upon, one may be more adapted' to Am iatmh 
circumstances of a particular district than ano- 
ther; and though thjcre are other schemes which* 
embrace a greater variety of objects and a greater 
extent of relief, the pi«sent certainly comes^ 
strongly Tecommcnded by its simplicity and the 
ease with which, it may be conducted^ and by 
the circumst|nce so judiciously insisted upon by 
the author of the remarks, **^.That a fund 
♦* once raiscd^>may^ with a proper, degree of 
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** firrootss and vigilaoce in the managers, be 
•* pre^rved for ever a perpetually active princi- 

/^ pie of iroprovcfneot in a district, without 
^ requiring to be recruited by fresh subscrip- 
^' tions.'' Mistaken lenity in not enforcing re« . 

.golaiityof payment, is thie great danger to be 

.avoided. 

Though the loan instituted at Kitlishee is too 
recently established to be an. experimental proof 
#f successful application of the principle, yet as 

• it has been successfully acte4 upon in many ia« 
stances in this kingdom, viz. in Dublin, by the 
Charitable Musical Society, incorporated by act 
of parliament; in the cities of Limerick and 
Waterford; in tlfc towns of Armagh, New* 
Port-Pratt, Raphoe, and Carrick-on-Suir ; and 
in a variety of other places, we venture to re- 
commend die remarks of Mr, Graydon to our 
teaders, before whom we hope to be able to lay 
further informtition upon this subject, and shall 
conclude at [N-esent with stating a cak^ation 
with which we are favoured by Mn Qiarles 
Laurent, a gentleman who has devoted much 
time and thought upon this important topic, viz. 

* That a casb-Ioan of 350/. will in she months re- 
lieve 257 heads of families with three guineas 

- each, to be repaid at half a guinea per month; and» 
aUowing^fife to each funify^ it servdc 12&5 indi-- 
Mnduals. 
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ReguJat'wm of the Societies for promoting ih^ 
Comforts of the Poor ; with the original 
Advertisement. 

^QME individuaU having observed with plea* 
sure the ptogre$< of a society, iostituted In 
{Inglaad in the year 1796, jFwr heturingtht 
Condition and increasing the ComforU of tfie Toor^ 
are encouraged by their succe&s to. form them*^ 
lelves into a society, founded upon similar prin^ 
ciplesy to be denominated The Society for Fror 
moting the Comforts of the Poor, 
, The general object of the society^ it to collect 
and circulate such useful and practical informal 
tion, derived from expNerience, riespecting thf 
xircumstances and.«ituation pf the poor, and thf 
i»ost dFectual means of mtjiorating their ccn- 
^litioo, as may induce and euj^le all well-dispose^ 
]>ersons to unite in the promotion of Q^a&ure^ 
so important to the iiappiness and welfare of the 
community at large, - 

They are determined ever to keep in view 
tbia principle, "That the best relict the poor 
.^* can receive mp9t come from themselves^ and 
<^ that the most effectual method of improving 
^* their condition, is by the encouragcm^jnt of 
^\ industry^ ftrudencty zna cleanlinesx,** 

They trust that the local experience lif ha« 
mane individuals, whether employed £or the 
l?ncouragement of iodostry and increase of com- 
fort, for the prevention and relief of distress^ or 
for the general improvemeat of the morals and 
condition of the lower dasaes, being dius cal« 
lected, and afterwards difiiiaed over the kingdom 
-at large^4ciliH|nimate and instruct the natioA bk 
Che persuTt of ^^i9»f48iPoi^(iu^ Ejects. 
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Commimications will be received by William 
Disney, Esq. No, 5, Hume-street; by Mr. 
Charles Mills, Register, No. 3, Montague-ftrtrt; 
and at No. 6, Suffolk-Street, to be laid before the 
acting sub-committee. 

Every person who subscribes one gumea an» 
* nually, becomes a member. of the society so long 

as they think proper to continue such subscrip-" 
tion ; and any further donation which the sub- 
scriber may think proper to make, will bt 
thankfully accepted. 

' Every person subscribing ten guineas in one 
donation, becomes a member for Rfe; and eacK 
Bubscriber will be entitled to two copies of everjf 
publication made by the society* 

• Subscriptions- will be received' by the members 
of the committee, by Mr. Charles I^WUj Rc^ 
etster, and at the Bank of the Right Hon, David ' 
jLatouche and Co. Treasurers. 

• Subscribers are requested" to Ipecify whetfetr 
their subscriptions are intended to be annual, or 
donations merely. 

Regulations/or conducting the Business of tie Society 
for ^ Prom&Ung the Comforts >of the Poor*'^^ 

1st, That the business of the society be coo^ 
ducted by their vice-presidents, and a amMnittee 
of thirty«/our mem|)ers. 

2d, That'evcry person who shall subscribe one 
guinea annually, shall become a member of this 
•society, so long as they %hall think proper to 
-continue such subscription ; and any person who 

• shall subscribe ten guineas in onq donation, %\iz)l 
' become a member for life. 

. 3d, That every annual subscription be tor the 

• whole or the remaining part of the year in which 
\ lit is paid, computing to 51st of December; and 

.that any person who shall becogtM^'^'*^''^^^ 
before the 3 1 st of Dccembgagjcty shall be eoMlcd 



\ 
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to one copy of the first voliUtie of the Reports of 
the English Society, already instituted for similar 
purposes ; and that all subscribers of one guioesl 
annually, or of ten guineas in one donation, 
shall be also entitled to two copies of cveiy pub- 
lication which shall heKpafterlKf made by order 
of this society, and so in ptoporti^on upon any 
laiger subscription, ,. , j- 

4th, That every persoa hereafter proposed 
for election, as a member of the conuuittjee, be 
nominated one" month at least previous to el^* 
tion, ai^d the uroposal be entered^ on the minuter 
book ; and when ^^ nsuD,t^ of ifeveo men^rs 
of the ^mmittpe sliall bo .^ stfbseribed tf^^the 
recommendation^ the committee shall proceed 
to election hty^ ballot, when two black balls 
&all exclude; and the. person prx>po^i^him shall, 
a.n case of bis election, pay d^o.wn his ^ist.ai^- 
iiupil subscription pf, his, dooation^ as the c^ 
maybe* . . • 

5th< That no election or ballot for publication 
.take place ejxcept at a general meeting at whicJ^ 
pot less than nine members shaU be present. ^ 

. 6th, That all Questions relating to publication 
and election be decided by ballot, and tliat two 
black balls be sufficient to suspend the publicar 
tion of any paper ; and when the publtcajtibn of 
iUiy paper shall have been three times suspended^ 
at shall be considered as finally rejected. 

7tn, That sub-coramittces^may be app<Hntecl 
by the committee (consisting of tw<> or liore of 
Its members) for particular j>,urposes^-and with 
juch powders as the . cominittee tnay think fit to 
delegate to them. 

8th, That no future regulations have effect 
until approved, by a subsequent meeting of the 
committee ; and that no orders of any sub- 
committee (unless under a special authority) 
be bindii^ until confirmed at a general meet* 
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Jtig of the commUtct, consisting of not less thant 
mttt tfjembcrs. 

^tb. That th« ordinary general irtcettngs of 
4ie pofflrtiittee be hoWcn at t^^^o 6'dock precise- 
ly, on tht iifst Mdodav in each month, or at 
Mth day and hour as the (;otnmittee sh^ff ad« 
}ocrrn to. 

, loth, That a 5ub-committee, ccnshitiiig of 
keven ittcErtbersi'to be derioitoinated th» acting 
irtilMCoitmrtttW (ctf whc>m three shall cdrtsthbte 
Xqwftm) be ^fjpointtd every three months, ort 
the following days of general liettJng? that 
list^^ay^ the llrtc Mon«y th Jan^iry, the first 
MbAday in Aprff, the first Mortdiy in JulV, ^nd 
the flr«t Mttiday in Octobcf, to tvhom the bo- 
%ifle^8 of thfe^generil<!otomittee' shall be stiecially 
idejmted f6r the three itronths ensiirng th^ days 
W appoirftmeht ; and that the Acting J^ub-corti- 
Ifthtec did! ineet at two o'ehx* tttt every Mon* 
day, ?it the committee-room. (and oftenerj if 
feecesiary,^ notice having been given to eftch 
teembet of snch suhi- committee of the time 
and 'platfc 6f attcnd^ce^ and be open to the 
Vice^presjacnts, and to ail such member \>f the 
^neral committee ae^ shall: think proper to at- 
.tend, i ' 

- 1 ith. That thtf dirty of the acting sfab-comml t- 
tee be to Examine all cOmmvmtc^tions given in to 
ithe society,^ and to carry on the;nccessarV*corre5- 
'porifftnce of the iofctety ; but that nO publication 
^bc fiiftlly 'derefihiried on except at a "general 
tnonthiy meetihg of Ihe committee. 
' l^tK, Thitno jierson be appornted member 
of a sub-committj?e, unless he oe actually pre- 
sent at the time 6f his appointment, or unless 
he shaO have signified to the secretary his inten- 
tion fe^t^nd. ' '''.. ^ ' * 



adjy^POgle 



COMFOkTS OF THE POOR. IO9 

13th, That whenever any member of a sub- 
committee shall find it necessary to absent him^ 
self from attendance thereon for the space of 
one month, he shall give notice of such intended 
absence to the said sub-committee ; who shall 
thereupon elect another member of the general 
committee in his place, 

14th, That societies formed in the country 
for purposes similar to the objects of this society, 
be entitled to one copy of every publication made 
by order of this. 

I cth. That all members of the committee of 
the English society^ who shall at any time visit 
Dublin, shall^ during the time of their abode 
here> be considered as honorary members of this 
committee, and as such shall be admissible, and 
are hereby invited to attend all general meetings 
of this committee which shall be holden during 
their stay ; and the English committee be en* 
titled to two copies of every publication made 
by order of this society. 

i6th, That all plans for promoting the objects 
of this society shall (if approved o^ as likely 
to be useful and practicable^ by the general 
committee) be carefully preserved ; but never 
published as proceedings of the society on any 
account, until they shall have been successfully- 
acted upon in at least a single instance. 

17th, That all drafts on account of the so- 
ciety on their banker, shall be made by order 
of the committee, and entered in the minutes 
of the day, and be signed by three at least of 
tHe committee, of whom the chairman of the 
day shall be one, and countersigned by the se- 
cretary. 

18th, That a general meeting of th(j subscri- 
ber ht holdea on the first Monday in February 
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in every year, to receive a report on the finances 
of the society, and on the transactions of the 
preceding year, and to consider the same. 

19th, That no political discussion, nor any 
essay of a politicaj nature, be* on any account 
admissible. 

20th, That when the publK:ation of any pa- 
per shall have been determined on, It shall be 
submitted to the final revision and .correction of 
some one member of the committee, who shall 
correct all mistakes in point of form, and shall 
be at liberty to introduce such alterations as shall 
appear essential to him,' provided he shall have 
previously submitted such proposed alterations 
to the acting sub-committee,, and obtained their 
concurrence and the approbation of the author. 

2ist, That a sub-committee of controul be 
appointed ; and that no order sh^ll be made 
to apply any part of the funds of the society ta 
any particular object (except the ordinary busi- 
ness of the institution) until the proposal for $0 
doing shall have been first referred to the said 
sub-committee for consideration. 

22d, That no fundaniental regulation of this 
society shall be at any time repealed, unless the 
person intending to move for such repeal shall 
have given one month's notice of his intention so 
to do (which notice shall be entered on the mi- 
nutes, and contained in the summons served upon 
each member to attend the ensuing general meet- 
ing of the committee) and unless^ fifteen of the 
committee shall be present, and two-thirds of 
t^ie members present concur as to the propriety 
of such repeal. 
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